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PREFACE. 



In publishing the accompanying Sermons, 
the Author trusts that he has been guided 
by a desire for the spiritual welfare of 
those committed to his charge. More con- 
clusive arguments against- tfad delusions at 
present exUtbg in the Ch«reh n«y, he i. 
well aware, be found in many .larger and 
more elaborate treatises, especially in that 
of the Rev. W. Goode,* to whose ad- 
mirable work the Author begs most dis- 
tinctly to acknowledge his obligations, and 

* Modem Claims to the Gifts of the Spirit. 
Hatchard, 10s. 6d. boards. 



from which, by the kind permission of Mr, 
Goode, the quotations from tlie Fathers 
have chiefly been derived. But the very 
nature of such works, the depth of re- 
search, and the profundity of their argu- 
ments, render them little accessible to the 
members of a mixed congregation. In 
these days of religious inquiry, and more 
especially at the present moment in tliia 
parish, it is desirable to have something 
short and plain and popular which may 
be put into the hands of all, whose minds 
have been exercised, or their opinions in- 
fluenced, by the pretensions to the extra- 
ordinary influences of the Divine Spirit at 
present in the Church. Whether these Dis- 
courses shall be permitted to answer this 
purpose, the Author would desire to leave, 
with fervent prayer for the promised bless- 
ing, to the decision of Him, " without^ 



whom neither is he that planteth any tiling, 
nor he that watereth," and who alone 
" giveth the increase." Of this, the Author 
trusts he may speak with some degree of 
confidence, that his desire has been, while 
directing the judgments of many, to injure 
the feelings of none : he most sincerely 
respects tlie character, and he most truly 
loves the persons of some, from whom he 
is compelled to differ ; and his heart's 
desire and prayer is, that they may be led 
to acknowledge their error, and to retrace 
their steps. With feelings such as these, 
he would not willingly pen one line which 
should give them pain ; but at the same 
time, so deeply rooted is his conviction of 
the danger and unscripturalness of their 
views, that he dare not withhold one word 
which should tend to expose the fallacy of 
their pretensions, or to warn away the 
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members of his flock from the daii{3;ers of 
their delusions. 

The Author will only add, that his con- 
viction of the unprofitableness of religious 
controversy is so complete, that, having 
performed what he has felt to be both t 
necessary duty as regards his people, aiu 
a painful one as regards himself, he believej 
that no notice that can be taken of theaj 
Discourses will ever tempt him to entc 
the lists of controversy, or to engage i^ 
theological war, witli those with whom, if 
he cannot cordially agree, he will never 
willingly contend. 

Cadogan Place. 



SERMON I. 



1 John iv. 1. 

*; BELOVED, BELIEVE NOT EVERY SPIRIT, BUT TRY THE 
SPIRITS WHETHER THEY ARE OF GOD.*' 



In applying ourselves to the deeply im- 
portant subject which late events have 
compelled us to notice from this place^ I 
would desire for us all a spirit of humility 
and affection^ as well as of wisdom^ of 
sincerity, and of knowledge. 

By the subject upon which we are about 
to enter, the hearts of many of the most 
sincere and devoted among the people of 
God have been painfully exercised, dis- 
sension has been introduced into truly 
Christian families, religious intercourse 
among relatives, if not entirely put a stop 
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to, has been rendered cold and 
uninteresting, and a scene of confusion 
and schism has taken place in the Church 
of the Redeemer, which it is impossible to 
witness without the most heart-rendii 
feelings of sympathy and regret. 

These considerations alone should 
duce us to exercise great tendernesSj 
well as great caution in our investigation ; 
and while looking up to the Holy Spirit 
at every step, for instruction and guidance, 
looking around also at every step, upoHi 
our erring brethren, lest we pain or con« 
demn tliose who may, in many of th) 
graces of a Christian life and conversatioi 
have attained to a far greater eminencyi 
than ourselves. 

While, however, we give the fullea) 
weight to tliis consideration, there is 
another which must not be stinted of ii 
proper measure of importance, or deprivi 
of any part of its just and legitimate di 
mands upon us, viz., the imperative dul 
on all subjects connected with the glory] 



of God and the salvation of our souls, of 
ascertaining the plain and simple truth, 
as the Holy Spirit of God has seen fit to 
reveal it in the inspired Word ; and having 
so ascertained it, to suffer no feelings of 
personal regard, no questions of self-inte- 
rest to interfere with us in declaring it 
honestly and boldly, that we may not 
handle the Word of God deceitfully, and 
that the " trumpet may not give an un- 
certain sound." 

We shall, then, proceed, talcing the 
words of the text as our authority and our 
command, to endeavour to fulfil its in- 
junction : " Believe not every spirit, but 
try the spirits whether they be of God." 
You will observe that the very command 
itself implies two things, that there are 
spirits by which men are influenced which 
are not of God, and that it is in the 
power of every Christian, with the pro- 
mised aid of God the Holy Ghost, to 
ascertain in each individual case whether 
the spirit be of God or he not of God. 
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I. First, then, we shall try 
by the revealed Word of our God, in com- 
pliance with his command to the Prophet 
Isaiah under no very dissimilar circum- 
stances, viz. : " To the law and to th( 
testimony ; if they speak not according toj 
this word, it is because there is no ligh( 
in them," 

The great argument from Scripture in 
favour of the truth of their pretensions, 
which the persons to whom we allude 
have continually advanced, is this, — that 
the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit 
of God were promised by our Lord to hi» 
disciples, and, after them, to all true be- 
lievers to the end of time, — that wherever 
there is such a faith as the Word of God 
commands, there will be found the ex- 
traordinary, or miraculous gifts of the 
Spirit,— that they are the birtliright of 
the Church, — that she is responsible for 
them, — and that nothing but the present 
dead, and cold, and indifferent state of the 
Church can account for their absence; 



' the spiiiQI^H 

Ififl in i^nrqj ^^* 
3t 
1- 

I 

I 



f 



13 

and all this they ground chiefly* upon 
the following remarkable words of our 
Lord to his disciples after his resurrec- 
tion : " These signs shall follow them 
that believe : in my name shall they cast 
out devils ; they shall speak with new 
tongues ; they sliall take up serpents ; 
and if they drink any deadly thing it shall 
not hurt them; they shall lay hands on 
the sick, and they shall recover." f 

The first point, then, upon which we 
join issue with the persons of whom we 
speak, is this. They explain this passage 
as a promise of Christ to his people 
tliroughout all time, " These signs shall 

* The Autlior does not think it necessary to 
allude to the oflen quoted promise of Joel, chap. 
ii, 2S, 29, hecause the Holy Ghost having declared, 
in Acts ii. IC, that it was fulfilled on the day of 
Pentecost, before it can be available in the present 
case, it must not merely be asserted but jiroced, 
that this promise is to receive a double accom- 
plishment. 

f Mark xvi. 17, 18. 
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follow them that believe." Yes, i 
shall at all times, and throughout all ageE? 
follow them, for there is no limitation. 
We acknowledge that there is no limi- 
tation actually expressed in the words 
before us, but we contend that there is 
one implied. For if not, if, because there 
is no limitation of time expressed, we are 
to believe that there is no limitation of 
time implied, then must this be equally 
true with regard to persons, and we must 
understand that the promise means that 
these signs shall at all times follow all 
persons who believe ; yes, every individual 
who believes to the saving of his soul. 
There is no escape from this conclusion, 
for the promise is no more limited as to 
persons, than as to times ; it says simply, 
" These signs shall follow them that be- 
lieve," and they who plead for its ex- 
tension to all the jicriods of the Churcl 
cannot consistently disallow that it extent 
to all the persons in the Church, 
Yet it is evident from Holy Writ, t 
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this never was the case ; that even 
days of the apostles themselves, many of 
their own converts, although abundantly 
partakers of the ordinary gifts of the 
Spirit, were not in every case partakers 
of the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit. 
In proof of this, let us refer to a passage 
often quoted by those to whom I allude, 
as favourable to their views of this ques- 
tion, viz., the miraculous conversion of the 
-three thousand persons on the day of 
Pentecost, in the second chapter of the 
Acts. St. Peter there expressly tells his 
hearers, that if they repent and are bap- 
tised in the name of Jesus for the re- 
mission of sins, they " shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost." By God's grace 
three thousand persons accepted the Gos- 
pel invitation, and gladly received his 
word, and were baptised, and no doubt 
were made partakers of the promised 
" gift of the Holy Ghost.'" 

Having stated this, the Evangelist pro- 
ceeds to describe the effects of this " gift 
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of the Holy Ghost" upon the new con- 
verts. We shall, therefore, in this de- 
scription, trace, without much difficulty, 
by its visible efiects, the nature of this 
gift. " They continued," says the Apostle 
in the 42d verse of the chapter, " They 
continued stedfastly in the apostles' doc- 
trine and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread and in prayers." You will observe 
there is not one syllable to lead us to 
imagine that they had received any mi- 
raculous gifts of any sort or kind. And, 
surely, if they had received such an 
astonishing gift, the Apostle could not 
in such a passage have been silent upon 
it. They had been promised, and they 
had received the " gift of the Holy 
Ghost ;" and how was this manifested ? 
He assures us, that from ignorant hea- 
thens, they became enlightened Chris- 
tians. He even tliinks proper to state 
that they not only received the apostles* 
doctrine, but continued stedfastly in it, 
and in partaking of the Christians' sacru; 



ments, and of the Christians' prayers ; 
he, therefore, evidently alludes, not only 
to the immediate effect of that gift, but 
to its influence upon their after-hfe. Now, 
I would ask, is it possible, that in so 
minute a description, the Evangelist could 
have omitted that, which, if true, would 
have been by far the most remarkable 
feature in the change which had taken 
place ? could he have failed to have 
added, " They healed the sick, spake 
with tongues, prophesied, cast out devils, 
raised the dead, and did many wonderftil 
works" ? 

Surely, had this been true of the three 
thousand real converts of the day of Pen- 
tecost, the Apostle could not have omitted 
every allusion to it. No ! the very omission 
appears to be proof most full and most 
convincing, that the only reason why he 
did not mention it, was because he could 
not mention it. That " the gift of the 
Holy Ghost," which all, without exception 
■received, and from which no true believer 
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I has ever been debarred, was that Spin^H 

I of adoption, that converting, guiding, sanc- 

tifying grace, which is bestowed indis- 
criminately upon all the members of the 
family of our heavenly Father. 

But if this negative testimony be so con- 
clusive, how much is it corroborated by 
the verae which follows. The Evangelist 
continues, "Fear came upon every soul, 
and many wonders and signs were done" 
— by whom? by the three thousand ? no ! 
but " by the apostles." Now, had these 
miracles been performed ; had those ex- 
traordinary gifts been shared by all the 
new converts as well as by the apostles, 
is it probable that the evangelist, in his 
description of the lives of these new con- 
verts, would have turned aside to introduce, 
almost parenthetically, the names of " the 
apostles" alone, as the workers of these 
wonders and signs?* If, then, this fact 

* There is do doubt, that on other occasions, as for 
instance, to the Gentile converts at the house of Cor- 
neliua, Acts s. 46, and to St. Paul's twelve converU 
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stood alone^ it would be better than a 
thousand arguments^ to prove that the 
exposition of the passage in St. Mark, 
given in all ages by the Churchy is the 
true one ; viz., that the promise of the 
Saviour was limited both as to time and 
as to persons ; that it extended to many, 
certainly not to all true believers in the 
days of the apostles, and that it continued, 
probably two centuries in the Church, until 
the great work of firmly establishing the 
cross upon the ruins of heathenism was 
effected, when this miraculous aid was 
withdrawn, because the necessities of the 
infant Church no longer rendered it indis- 
pensable. 

I said that if this argument stood alone, 

at Ephesos, Acts xix. 6, *' the gift of the Holy 
Ghost " was accompanied by the gift of miraculous 
powers, but the very fact that it is there stated to 
have been so accompanied, only strengthens the 
probability that on the day of Pentecost it was not 
so accompanied, and therefore tends to prove what 
we desire to establish. 



it would be unanswerable : but it does ni 
stand alone — far, very far from it. For 
instance. They who maintain, from the 
passage in St. Mark already quoted, that 
tlie promise is universal, and that all who 
believe, ought to be enabled to perform 
these wonderful works, should, if 
sistent, assert also, that all who believt 
ought to be able to perform all these 
wonderful works ; for it does not promise 
that they " shall speak with new tongues;" 
or " take up serpents ;" or " drink any 
deadly thing," but " and" do each of these 
wonderful acts; therefore, if their mode of 
interpretation be correct, every believer 
should be able to perform every miracle^ 
which is here promised, — a power whii 
we have no certain knowledge was ev( 
possessed by any individual, our bless 
Lord alone excepted, since the worl 
began. 

Before leaving this part of our subject, 
I would oflFer yet another argument, which 
appears to possess the greatest weight 
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Acknowledge, for a moment, that the pro- 
mise of miraculous gifts had been as these 
persons pretend, the daily heritage of the 
Church throughout the last eighteen cen- 
turies. Then what must we also acknow- 
ledge ? We must beheve that, during 
fifteen centuries, God has never seen fit 
to bestow such a proportion of Faith upon 
any individual in his Church as would be 
sufficient for his enjoyment of these pro- 
mised gifts. Is this analogous to any other 
of God's dealings with his people ? Can 
these persons, can any body point out an 
instance of any ordinary promise of God, 
by which I mean a promise intended for 
aU times, equivalent to which, God has 
not in some, yea, in many cases, in every 
generation of Christians, given faith to 
embrace and to profit by it ? Take, for 
example, the simple and beautiful promise 
given in the tenth chapter of Romans : 
" If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead. 
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thoti shah he saved." Now 
promise as entirely beyond tlie grasp oi 
every child of Adam, unless He who gives 
the promise gives also faith to receive, 
appreciate, and, therefore, to enjoy it, 
the promise of power to heal the sick, 
to cast out devils. And yet there has never 
been one humble sincere follower of the 
Lord Jesus Christ during these eighteen 
centuries who has sought faith sufiBcient 
to act upon this promise and has not found 
it. Whence is this? Simply because m 
merciful God would not so mock his peopti 
as to propose to them a promise, intended" 
for all times and all persons, without, of 
his goodness, as freely bestowing power 
for its i'ulfilment. How, then, can we 
reconcile this with the fact that, as regards 
the promise of extraordinary gifts, no sui 
faith has been bestowed, no such powi 
been given ? Simply by beheving, whi 
appears quite undeniable, that such gi 
were never made the objects of an or- 
dinary promise, were never intended 
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extend beyond that period, during which, 
faith sufficient to embrace the promise 
and to inherit the gifts, was bestowed 
upon very many of the members of the 
infant and strugghng Church. If other- 
wise, if we must believe that tliis was an 
ordinary promise of God, can we imagine 
that there never should have been one of 
the holy army of martyrs, never one of the 
blessed followers of the apostles, after the 
two first centuries, never, again, one of the 
reformers who should have received faith 
sufficient for its fulfilment, or have been 
enabled to speak one word in " the power," 
which is now supposed to be possessed by 
men, and women, and children in our 
streets 1 O, truly, the absurdity of such 
a notion is so palpable, that we are almost 
led to doubt that the devil, that cunning 
spirit, could have any hand in weaving 
a web of so slight and frail a texture ; 
and, indeed, had not its meshes been of 
sufficient strength to have taken and se- 
cured some of whom we had hoped better 




things, we never could have attributed t 
feeble a work to so artful and so powerful 
an agent. 

But some will reply to this argument, of 
none of the people of God having been so 
gifted during 1500 years, that it is founded 
upon a mistake in facts, that such men 
have continually risen up, but that their 
testimony has been refused, their evidence 
suppressed, their wonderful works over- 
looked or disbelieved. This then leads m_ 
to the second head of our inquiry. 

II. We proceed to try the pretension 
of those of whom we speak by the i 
perience of the Church. 

Let us first examine the opinions of tw 
of those holy men who adorned the Chun 
of the Redeemer at the close of the fourt 
and during the early years of the fift 
century, St. Chrysostora and St. Anf 
gustine, that we may see how far even iff 
those days, probably of far greater spi- 
rituality than the present, there was any 
the remotest idea, tliat the extraordinary 
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gifts of the Holy Spirit either were, or 
ought to have been, at that time enjoyed 
by the Church. 

We will take first the testimony of Chry- 
sostom. These are his decisive words. 
'* Of miraculous powers not even a vestige 
is left/"* And again : '' So then to seek 
after miracles is the part of the tempters 
of Christ both then and now. For there 
are also, even now, those who seek for 
them, and say. Why are there no miracles 
now? Because, if your faith is what it 
ought to be, and you love Christ as you 
ought to love him, you have no need of 
miracles. For these things are given to 
unbelievers ;" f i. e., for the benefit of un- 
believers. I need hardly beg you to re- 
mark the contrast between the opinion of 
Chrysostom with those of whom we are 
speaking ; they, considering extraordinary 

♦ De Sacerd. lib. iv. Op. ed. Sav. vol. vi. p. 35. 
-j- Chrysost. Horn. 24, in Johann. c. ii. v. 25. 
Op. ed. Sav. v. ii. p. 650. 

B 




gifts a proof of great faith- 
contrary, stating, that if our faith were 
what it ought to be, we should neither 
need nor desire such gifts. 

But let us turn to Augustine, one of the 
holiest and most faithful of the followers 
of our Lord. Did he work miracles .' Did 
he speak in " the power " ? Did he be- 
lieve the gifts to be the heritage of the 
Church, and for which she was respon- 
sible ? Let him answer for himself. " In 
the primitive times," he says, " the Holy 
Spirit fell upon believers, and they spoke 
in tongues which they had not learnt, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance. These 
wese signs suitable to tJie thiie. For it 
was right that the Holy Spirit should hfl 
thus borne witness of in all tongues, uH 
cause the Gospel of God was about to 
travel through all tongues throughout the 
world. That testimony being given, it 
passed away."* And again, " Is the Holy 

• August, in Ev. Joliunn, c. 4. Triict 6, § 10. 
Eli. Nen. torn. iii. p. 2, col. 868. 
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Spirit^ then, brethren, not given now ? 
Whoever thinks this, is not worthy to re- 
ceive it. It is given now. Why, then, 
does no one speak in the tongues of all 
nations, as he spake who was then filled 
with the Holy Spirit ? Why ? Because 
that which was signified by it is fulfilled. 
.... What was then promised is now 

fulfilled Let no one, therefore, say, 

I have received the Holy Spirit ; why 
do not I speak in the tongues of all 
nations ? If you would live by the Holy 
Spirit, hold fast Christian love, adhere 
to the truth, seek to promote unity, that 
you may attain eternal life."* What a 
remarkable contrast do the obviously Scrip- 
tural views, the plain and practical good 
sense of this holy and most highly talented 
man, form to the fancies of those who 
profess to take a far higher stand, and 
would have us believe that all these Chris- 
tian graces are as nothing, unless we are 

♦ Serm. 267. Ed. Bened. torn, v., col. 1089, 1090. 

b2 



still earnestly coveting those gifts which 
God has long since seen fit to withdraw. 

But let us take another authority, about 
an hundred and fifty years later than the 
above, to ascertain whether these same 
opinions still kept their ground in the 
Church of God. We find then Isidore of 
Seville speaking thus at the latter end of 
the sixth century : — " The reason why 
the Church does not now do the miracles 
it did under the apostles, is because 
miracles were necessary then to convince 
the world of the truth of Christianity; but 
now it becomes it, being so convinced, to 
shine forth in good works. Whoever 
seeks to perform miracles now as a be- 
liever, seeks after vain glory and human 
applause. For it is written, ' Tongues 
are a sign, not to them that believe, but 
to them that believe not.' Observe, a 
tongue is not necessary for believers who 
have already received the faith, but for 
unbelievers, that they may be converted. 
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For Paul miraculously cured the father of 
Pubhus of a fever, for the benefit of 
unbelievers : but he restores believing 
Timothy, when ill, not by prayer, but by 
medicine, so that you may clearly perceive 
that miracles were wrought for unbe- 
lievers and not for believers."* 

We might thus proceed throughout all 
the different generations of the people of 
God, and bring from the writings of the 
holiest and the most faithful of them, 
similar testimonies to the view which we 
have endeavoured to take of the cessation 
of gifts in the Church of God. But it is 
unnecessary .f Sufficient has, we trust, been 

* Isid. Hispal. Sententiarum, lib. i. c. 27. Ed. 
Col. Agripp. 1617, p. 424. 

■f To bring one more testimony from a writer of 
a very different age of the Church, but surpassed by 
few of any age in piety and true holiness : — " Why 
did not Christ continue this communication of the 
Holy Ghost to his Church still, seeing our unbelief 
is strong, and we have still need of such help as well 
as they ? Answer. We have the full use and benefit 
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said upon this point to convince tlie un- 
prejudiced and candid inquirer ; with 
respect to others, prayer may, and we trust 
will avail, but arg^ument is hopeless ; for 
where we find one person who is already 
established in an opinion, driven out of 
his imaginary stronghold by argument, we 
find many who are only confirmed, the raore 
decidedly and rooted the raore hopelessly. 
Intending to defer the conclusion of 
this important subject to the next season 
of addressing you, I would only add, as 
a caution rendered needful by the natural 
tendency of the human mind. Be watchful 

of the Holy Gliost wliich was given them, that seal 
that was then set to the Christian doctrine and 
Scriptures stands there still: When Christ hath 
tully proved to the world the truth of his relationship, 
office, and doctrine, must he still continue the same 
actions ? Is it not enough, that he sealed it up 
once, but must he set a new seal for every man that 
requireth it in every age t" — The SpirU's Witness to 
the Truth of Christianity ; Richard Baxter's Prac- 
tical Works, vol. XX. p. 21. Edit. 1833. 
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over yourselves with a godly jealousy, in 
thinking and speaking of those who have 
been led astray, by what we cannot he- 
sitate to call a spirit of delusion, '^ de- 
ceiving and being deceived."* Remember, 
that many among them are, doubtless, 
also among '* God's dear children ; " f 
despise them not, therefore, neither be 
bitter against them ; but while you abjure 
their errors, and separate yourselves, as 
you are bound to do, both privately and 
publicly, from their teaching, not suffering 
yourselves, even from motives of curiosity, 
to wander within the sound of such dan- 
gerous delusions, continue to love and to 
pray for them, that the veil may be taken 
away from their hearts, and that, in the 
expressive language of Scripture, they may 
again *' come to themselves." J Remember, 
also, that while you plainly see the error 
into which they have fallen, by seeking 

♦ 2 Tim. iii. 13. 
f Ephes. V. 1. X ^"^® ^^' ^7- 




those extraordinary gifts of the 

which God denies, you do not yourselves 

fall into an error of the opposite extreme; 

by neglecting to seek those ordinary gift 

of the same Spirit which God so fri 

proffers. 

God's ordinary promise is to every 
of his children " the earnest of the SpiriL' 
Without this you cannot even say, that 
"Jesus is the Lord;"f without this you 
cannot offer a single acceptable prayer 
without this, in short, you are not, 
you cannot be a Christian ; for it is 
very stamp which authenticates the c 
of God, that he has the impress of 
image of God, by being partaker of 
Spu-itof God.§ 

For the enjoyment of this promise, f 
sufficient is always to be obtained; if 
feel the want of it, " seek, and you shi 
find," " ask, and you shall have." Tl 
• 2Cor.i. 22.V. 5. t > Cor. x 
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fondest father may deny a wanton child 
who asks for bread only to play with, or 
to cast beneath his feet, but never yet 
denied the starving child, whose very life 
depended on his father's answer. God 
may, and assuredly does deny gifts, which 
in these days might be sought, only to 
gratify the ambition or the vanity of the 
possessor; but He never has ai^d never 
will deny those gifts of knowledge, and 
love, and faith, and patience, and zeal, 
and holiness, which are as needful to the 
spiritual life of the soul, as the air we 
breathe or the bread with which we are 
nourished are to the natural life of the 
body. 

Our Saviour has Himself declared that, 
at the last day, ''Many shall say. Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name, and in thy name cast out devils, 
and in thy name done many wonderful 
works ?" to whom he will reply, " I 
never knew you, depart from me ye that 

B 3 
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work iniquity."* But not an individual 
shall say upon that great and coming day, 
Lord, Lord, have I not trusted in thy 
salvation, and fled to thy blood alone for 
pardon and for peace? without hearing 
in return that blessed answer, '* Well done 
good and faithful servant, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord."f 

* Matt vii. 22. f Ibid. xxv. 21, 
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1 John iv. 1. 

" BELOVED, BELIEVE NOT EVERY SPIRIT, BUT TRY THE 
SPIRITS WHETHER THEY BE OF GOD." 

In resuming the important subject in which 
we are engaged, we shall consider, that two 
points have been already established, viz., 
L That those testimonies of Scripture 
upon which the opinion that extraordinary 
gifts were intended as the abiding heritage 
of the Church has been chiefly grounded, 
by no means justify such a conclusion ; 
and, 2. That the testimony of the Church, 
so far at least as may be gathered from the 
opinions of those holy men of old whose 
sentiments have been handed down to us^ 




entirely discountenaDces any such assump-l 
tion. 

Bat there is yet another point upon, 
which the experience of the Church is valu-j 
ahle in enabling us to form a conclusive! 
opinion upon the pretensions to miracuIouBfl 
or extraordinary gifts. It is this. That 
we learn by its experience, that these pre- 
tensions are no new things ; that in dif- 
ferent ages of the Church men have arisen J 
laying claim to precisely the same powersJ^ 
and demanding for their warnings 
denunciations the same implicit respect 
declaring that they spake not merely uni 
those ordinary influences of the 
Spirit which every Christian is instructi 
to seek, but as passive instruments in t 
hands of that Spirit, who dictated to t 
every message, every warning, every woi 
These claims have, whenever advanced, 
been made the subject of strict and i 
partial investigation by the orthodox mere 
bers of the Church of God ; in all aj 
spirits have been tried, and it is not toi 
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much to add^ that in all ages^ having been 
weighed in the balance" of the sanctuary, 
they have been found wanting." 
If it be necessary to offer any apology 
for occupying the time of a Christian con- 
gregation with facts and opinions respecting 
these pretenders and heretics of former 
days, the following most sound and judi- 
cious sentiments of the truly eminent and 
pious Baxter, may not be without their 
use : *' I must confess," he says in his 
treatise upon 'the sin against the Holy 
Ghost/ *' it is my opinion that we have 
been much to blame in not making known 
to common Christians somewhat more of 
the nature of the heresies of the first ages 
and the effects of them, by which they 
might have been better fortified against 
them ; for now, for want of such informa- 
tion, the poor wretches take old, rotten, 
damned heresies, for new light from the 
Spirit of Christ, and many are ready, upon 
that very notion and account, to run after 
them to their own perdition, little knowing 




or thinking that ever these here^es i 
in the world before, and how they n 
used by Christ and his Church. Had they 
but known when and how their highly- 
honoured fancies did first arise, and what 
they brought forth, and how they sped, 
and what men they were that handed them 
down from Simon Magus till the time of 
their burial, the devil could not so easily 
have dug them up again, and have got 
religious men to make a feast of them."* 
Notwithstanding thequaintness with which 
the sentiments are expressed, the truth 
they contain is so valuable, that few will 
be displeased with the garb in which it is 
clad. Having this authority, I shall feel 
the less reluctance to bring before you the 
forgotten and by-gone fancies of deluded 
men, as they will tend to show that there 
is no assumption of extraordinary power, 
no fancy of supernatural communication 
from on high, on the part of the modem 

• P. 287. vol. XX. Baxter's Practical Woriit, 
edit. 1H30. 
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claimants^ which has not had ahready its 
counterparty and been exposed and repu- 
diated^ and ultimately silenced^ by the 
combined voices of the churches of God, 
under the real direction of that Spirit who 
has been grieved by those who have affected 
to pay Him the most abundant honour. 

The first instance in which any thing 
similar to the present delusions is recorded 
as having appeared in the Church of Christy 
is at so early a period as to excite our 
most unfeigned astonishment at the au- 
dacity of that evil spirit, who could thus 
dare to introduce the counterfeit, while 
the genuine coin, bearing the impress of 
the living God, was still before the eyes 
of all. 

We are told by Eusebius,* quoting a 
writer antecedent even to himself, that 
A.D. 171, — therefore actually before the 
extraordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit had 
departed from the Church, — there arose 

• See Lardner's History of Heretics, p. 388, 
edit. 1780. 4to. 




I from the Hofy dnrt, 
"wmppomg God tolsre made soaie adfi- 
tiooal rcrebtioBs by Mont a nus,' the head 
of the sect, "tar the petfectuna f^ be- 
fievtfs.'* Thcf qnke nuDf fbo&di and 
fanatical thines, ** riaejing in thnr own 
supposed superior sanctity and happiness, 
and were deluded with the most flattering 
expectations, reriliiig erery cfaarch under 
bearen which did not pay homage to their 
pretended inspirations.''t It is a singular 
fact, that, as has been the case with most, 
if not all, pretenders to these miraculous 
powers, they held the MiUeHaritm cj««F*t 
ver)' much in the same manner as they a 
held by the cWmants of the same powa 
at the present day, 

Of this sect Milner remarks, " It 1 
ever been one of the greatest trials to i 

" Lanlner, ut tupra. 

■f RuHcbiui, quoted by Milner, toI. i. p. 260. 

J TertiJ. adv. Marc, lib. iii. cap. 24, p. 4fl9, B. 
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reafly led by the Spirit of God — besides 
the open opposition of the profane — to be 
obliged to encounter the subtle devices of 
Satan^ who often raises up pretended illu- 
minations, and so connects them with delu* 
sion, folly, wickedness, and self-conceit, 
that they expose true godliness to the im- 
putation of enthusiasm, and to contempt 
and disgrace. We see here an instance of 
what has often been repeated, from that 
day to the present, in the Church of 
Christ; and Christians should never fail 
to do now, what they then did ; viz., they 
should examine, expose, condemn, and 
separate themselves from such delusions : 
the enthusiasts of every age follow the 
pattern of Montanus in folly, pride, and 
uncharitableness. Nothing happens here 
but what is foretold in Scripture;' and, 
in truth, delusions of this sort so generally 
accompany the real work of God, that 
wherever that appears, these very seldom 
fail to appear also."* 

* Church History, vol. i. p. 261. 



H The conduct of the Church, upon 1^^| 

' subject of this sect, was so decisive, that 

one of the earliest Clmrch historians 
scruples not to say, that " these prophets 
I and their followers were condemned and 

exeomraunlcated, opposed by most of the 
celebrated men of the time, and held in 
abhorrence by all the Christian brother- 
hood in the world."* Such appears to have 
been the fate of the first pretenders to 
miraculous gifts, and we shall pass down 
the stream of Church history imtil we 
meet with a revival of these exploded 
claims at the time of the blessed Reforma- 
tion. You will observe that the very 
nature of such delusions as these requires, 
in order that they may possess the 
smallest hope of success, that they should 
be presented at those periods when the 
Church is enjoying tlie most of the real 
influences of the Divine Spirit, and the 
promised presence of its blessed and glori- 

* Euscbius, quoted iit " Modern Claims 
Gifts," &c., p. 101. 
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fied Head. In the darkest ages of the 
Churchy when the ordinary influences of 
the Holy Ghost were little thought of, 
or sought after, what prospect would 
Satan have had of success, had he intro- 
duced such a delusion as that of Mon- 
tanus ? Who would for a moment have 
been led to believe, and to seek after ex- 
traordinary gifts, when even the ordinary 
gifts were neglected ? For every age of 
the Church, as well as for every age and 
condition of the man, Satan has his appro- 
priate temptation ; and he who, when the 
influences of the Holy Spirit of God were 
beginning to be neglected and despised 
in the Church, introduced Pelagianism,^ 
which would have excluded the operations 
of Divine grace altogether, prepared such 
delusions as those of which we are speak- 
ing, for the brighter and better ages of 
the Church, when the ofiices and gifts of 
the Spirit were made the prominent 
features in the discourses of her ministers, 

* About A. D, 404, 5. 



and the continually sought-for blessii 
in the prayers of her people. 

Accordingly, no sooner did the day-si 
of the Reformation ,arise, and the blessei 
influence of God's good Spirit regain its 
appointed place in the faith and prayers of 
the Church, than we find Satan again em- 
ployed in deluding men with the appear- 
ance of extraordinary gifts, and miraculous 
powers. Certain persons arose in Ger- 
many* under the name of the " Celestial 
Prophets," of whom the holy reformer, 
Melancthon,f gives the follomng account: 
— " I have given them a hearing, and it 
is astonishing what they tell of them- 
selves ; viz., that they are positively sent 
by God to teach ; that they have familiar 
conferences with God ; that they can fore- 
tell future events ; and, to be brief, thi 
they are on a footing with Propliets 
Apostles." " I cannot describe," he adds, 
" how I am moved by these lofty preten- 

■ About A. D. 1525. 

■^ Mitnef's Church History, vol. v. 
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sions." Like many of the true people of 
God at present, the meek and humble- 
minded Melancthon feared to oppose these 
pretenders, lest he should be found fighting 
ag^st God. But Luther, to whose supe- 
rior sagacity and decision Melancthon 
referred the case, at once replies, " When 
they bear record of themselves, we ought 
not implicitly to believe them ; but rather 
to try the spirits according to St. John's 
advice. As yet, I hear of nothing done or 
said by them, which exceeds the imitative 
powers of Satan. It is my particular wish 
that you would examine whether they can 
produce any PROOF of having a Divine 
commission. For God never sent any 
prophet, who was not either called hy 
proper persons, or authorized by special 
miracles, no, not even his own So?t." Thia 
great Reformer then adds, as his distinct 
and decided opinion, " Their bare asser- 
tion of a Divine afdatus is not a sufficient 
ground for your receiving them." 

For a time, however, delusion and fana- 
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ticisiQ prevailed, and many of all ranks 
onited themselves to these false prophets, 
until Satan's purposes were abundantly 
answered by the Papists being led to at- 
tribute the excesses of these misguided men 
to the pure and holy spirit of the blessed 
Keformation, declaring contemptuously, 
" This is the fruit of the new doctrine ; 
this is the fruit of Luther's gospel."* We 
may judge from this result, what was at 
leant one of the objects for which Satan 
Uliourcd ; viz., by erecting, for a time, a 
falic standard, ultimately to cast contempt 
upon the pure and undefiled religion of 
tlic (iosprl. And thus it is in every age, 
only lot the devil prevail upon men to 
receive error instead of truth, and 
will contrive, in many cases at least, thi 
wlien they diacover the error, they shi 
discard indiKcriminatcly both error 
truth tr)f(ctlicr. 

Let lis for a moment place in juxta- 
position with those false prophets the ei- 
• Milnor. vol. y. p. 816, note. 
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perience of that truly great and eminent 
servant of God^ Martin Luther. 

If there have been an individual, from 
the days of the Apostles to the present 
hour, whose peculiar dangers and diffi- 
culties might have needed, and whose 
wonderful faith and exalted piety might 
have claimed a supernatural manifes- 
tation of the Divine power, or a pe- 
culiar endowment of miraculous gifts, 
I imagine that the whole Protestant 
Church would, as with one voice, exclaim. 
Such a man was Martin LtUher. Ob- 
serve, then, not only how plainly, how 
boldly, how convincingly, he opposed all 
pretenders to extraordinary gifts, but how 
completely he disavowed any such preten- 
sions on his own part. He says, not in- 
deed in a spirit of boasting, but as St. 
Paul before him had been compelled to 
do, to clear himself from the charges of 
false teachers, *' I stood forward, in a very 
critical and dangerous moment, as a public 
disputant at Leipsic before a numerous 




audience. At Augsburg I appeared be- 
fore my enemies without a safe conduct; 
and at Worms I looked both the emperor 
and the whole German nobility in the face, 
though I knew the public faith had been 
violated on a former not very dissimilar 
occasion. Yet / made no pretence of 
hearing voices from heaven, or of being 
possessed of supernatural talents, or of 
having any thing of that spirit which has 
appeared at Alsted."* How valuable a 
testimony is this to the Church of God \ 
The most exalted believer, probably, who 
has appeared during the last fifteen cen- 
turies, not only decidedly condemns the 
assumption of extraordinary powers in 
others, but completely and most unhesita- 
tingly disavows t/iemjbr himself. Surely 
we have cause to thank God that he per- 
mitted these pretenders to trouble the 
Church in the ages that are past, that his 
people might possess so invaluable a testi- 
mony to meet all similar pretensions in 
the ages to come. 



• Miljiei, vol. 1 
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About a century* later precisely the 
same pretensions were advanced in Silesia, 
where both men and women, apparently 
pious and devoted persons, asserted that 
they spake by immediate inspiration from 
God. Happily, however, they ventured 
upon predictions, of which a short time; 
proved the falsehood, and their leader was 
banished his country as a false prophct,f 
and the sect dispersed. 

But perhaps the pretender to divine in- 
spiration, resembling most closely those 
of the present day, appeared in our own 
country in the days of the Commonwealth, 
in the person of George Fox, the founder 
of the sect of the Friends. This man does 
not hesitate in his JournalJ expressly to 

• A.D. 1626. 

•j- See " Modem Claims," &c., p. 154, and for 
many other similar instances. 

J " A Journal, or historical account of the life, 
travels, sufferings. Christian experiences, and labour 
of love, in the work of the ministry, of that ancient, 
eminent and faithful servant of Jesus Christ, George 
Fox." Fol. 1765, p. vii. 

C 



L 



] 



assume to himself the same power w 
was hestowed upon the Apostles and Pro^ 
phets of old, and which is claimed by so 
many at present. These are his words, 
" These things I did not see by the help 
of man, nor by letter , . . but I saw them 
in the light of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
by his immediate Spirit and power, as did 
the holy men of God, by whom the Holy 
Scriptures were written."* He also in- 
structs his followers not to let " the sons and 
daughters, nor the handmaids be stopped in 
their prophesyings, nor the young men in 
their visions, nor the old men in thdr 
dreams, but let the Lord be glorified m 
311."+ Distinctly asserting that both he 
and his people " had the .lame pmver and 
spirit that the Apostles had and were in," 
and that " in that power and spirit the 
Lord gave them dominion over all." J 

This pretender declared that all the 
great events of his time were revealed to 

• Vide Fox's Jourtia], p. 24. 
t Ibid. p. 249. X ^^i^- r- 331. 
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him before they happened : the death of 
Cromwell^ the restoration of Charles IL, 
the great fire of London^ and many others. 
It is curious, however, that none of these 
predictions were promulged by him until 
after the several events had taken place, 
while the only unfulfilled prophecy which 
he ever ventured to publish has remained 
unfulfilled to the present hour.* 

Sufficient has, then, we trust, been 
gathered from the experience of the 
Church to demonstrate that this is no new 
thing that has happened to us ; that when- 
ever there has been a revival of true re- 
ligion, whenever the offices and the gifts 
of the Holy Ghost have been brought 
prominently before the minds of Chris- 
tians, as the objects of their desire, and 
the subjects of their prayers, those also 
are the periods when Satan has presented 
delusions similar to the present to mislead 
the unstable, and to perplex and harass 
the minds of the real children of God. 

* Vide Fox's Journal, p. 263. 
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Indeed, instead of considering the present 
" manifestations " in this parish (grievous 
although for a tune their effects may be) as 
any cause for despondency or alarm, I own 
I cannot but look upon them, from the 
past experience of the Church, as among 
the most encouraging proofs that the real 
work of the Spirit's ordinary influences 
is flourishmg among us ; and that when 
the tares which the enemy is now sowing 
shall have withered away, the good seed 
shall remain unto our children's children, 
bringing forth fruit an hundred-fold 
through many succeeding generations to 
the honom- and glory of God, 

We now arrive at the last test by whicl 
we proposed to " try the spirits whetl 
they were of God ;" viz. : — 

III. By their own professions. 

It is obvious that there cannot be a more 
favourable test by which to try any in- 
dividual than by his own professions ; and 
yet, in the present instance, so complete is 
the case against the modern claimants. 
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that if we even try them thus, by com* 
paring their own confessions ^iith the 
written Word of God, we shall find quite 
as much out of their own mouths to con- 
demn them, as we have already seen 
either from the testimony of Scripture, or 
of the Church of God. 

The first great characteristic, then, of 
these alleged gifts is, that they are gene- 
rally uncontrollable by those who are the 
subjects of them. As a proof of this, we are 
informed that when the head of this new 
sect thought proper to forbid the ^' gifted 
people," as they are termed, from speaking* 
in his church, '' one of the sisters, finding 
she was unable to restrain herself, and 
respecting the regulation of the Church, 
rushed into the vestry, and gave vent to 
utterance ;" while another ran out of the 
church for the same purpose.* Again, 
we are told *' that the gifted persons de- 
clared that the power which compelled 
them to speak acted on ' the end of their 

♦ " Unknown Tongues," &c., by G. Pilkin^on, 
Second Edition, 8vo., ISSl. 




While we find one who 
a time led captive by the same delusion, 
declaring of himself, " By a constraint I 
cannot describe, I was made to speak."* 
And again, on another occasion, when the 
leader of this new sect was asked, " if 
they could not restrain the tongue and 
utter English ?" he said, " No." 

Now all these things are totally and 
entirely at variance with every instance 
which the Word of God has handed 
down to us of the real inspirations of hisi 
good Spirit. We are told expressly by 
the apostle, that tlie " Spirits of the pro- 
phets are subject to the prophets;"f and 
again, " If any thing be revealed to ano- 
ther that sitteth by, let the ^rst hold his 
peace."'l It is, therefore, plain that the 
true prophets of God had the Spirit which 
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* Indeed this language ia common to all ; 
Mr, Irving expresses it, " He was made to decla 
many words, &c. ;" and again, " Mrs. C. w, 
to tpeakiii a tongue with great authority and strength.**! 
— Baxter'! Narrative, p. 103. 



f 1 Cor. xiv. 32. 
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spake within them in perfect subjection ; 
and that they could " hold their peace" 
when they desired^ or the Spirit of God 
would never have thus mocked them by 
the mouth of the apostle^ by commanding 
them to do so. 

It is singular that, while the Word of 
God is so clearly opposed to them upon this 
point, the pretenders in all ages should 
have committed so great an error as to 
profess to be under an irresistible power ; 
accordingly we find the fathers of Chris- 
tianity condemning the heretics of their 
days, upon their own profession, 1600 
years ago, precisely as we are enabled 
to do at the present moment. Hear the 
evidence of Origen upon this point : he 
says, '^ The prophets did not, as some 
suppose, lose their understanding, and 
speak from a constraint of the Spirit."* 
*' If any thing be revealed to another that 
sitteth by," says the apostle, '^ let the first 

* Orig. in Ezech., c. xvi. Horn. 6, init., torn. i. 
pp. 636-7. 
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hold his peace." And again : 
who has the spirit of prophecy is not cotn- 
pelled to speak involuntarily, as those 
tcho have unclean spirits, but speaks 
when he pleases and reason requires : 
when it shall not appear a fit opportunity 
to speak, is silent, well knowing there is a 
time to be silent and a time to speak."* 

But let us once more turn to their owii > 
professions, and try them upon anothel 
point. 

It appears, then, not only that they are 
constrained to speak, whether willing or 
unwilling, but that oftentimes they neither 
know, nor profess to know, wJiat they 
speak. Thus we are told in the state- 
ment before alluded to, " I heard * * * say 
to her neighbour, in a low voice, ' I didn't 
speak in English, did I ?' " therefore 
clearly not knowing what she had spoken. 
While one, who has himself escaped from 
this fearful delusion, plainly declares, " ff 
I understood not the words I was made to 



" Origen ii 
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utter, it was consistent with the idea of 
the utterances of the Spirit that dcej) 
and mysterious things should be spoken.*' 
And again, one now speaking as a pro- 
phetess amongst them, has declared, if 
she were '^ to attempt to exercise her un- 
derstanding upon what she utters, sh(J 
should soon stumble/'* IIow different is 
all this from the example of the true 
apostles and prophets of God, and yet 
strange to say, again so perfectly in uniHon 
with the pretenders and heretics of tluj 
early ages, that we have again the anHwers 
of the fathers at a distance of between 
fourteen and fifteen centuries perfectly con- 
clusive upon the point. We find Origen,f 
A. D. 235—247, distinctly says, '' Tlu? 
throwing her who prophesies into an 
ecstacy, so that she does not understand 
herself y is not the work of the Divine 
Spirit." Again, Basil the Great,J A. D. 

* " Narrative of Facts," by Baxter, p. 127. 
\ Origen contra Cels., lib. 7, sub init. 
% Basil. Comment, in Is., vol. i. p. 806. 
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370 ; — " But there are some who say that 
they prophesy in a state of ecstacy, their 
human tinderstandtng being overshadowed 
by the Spirit. But this is irreconcileable 
with their boast of having the Div 
presence witli them, that should abstn 
the mind of him who is divinely inspired. 
So, again,* Epiphanias of Constantia, A.D. 
375 ; — " They have cut themselves off, 
giving heed to seducing spirits and doc- 
trines of devils, saying that it behoves 
us to receive the gifts." " But whatever 
the prophets spoke, they spoke intel- 
ligently, understanding what they were 
saying." .... " But what these people 
profess to prophesy, they appear to do 
neither in a calm state of mind, nor un- 
derstanding what they say, for their words 
are extraordinary and incoherent, and have 
no propriety." Lastly, St. Chrysostom : 
" This is the peculiar mark of a sooth- 
sayer, to be in an exstacy, to suffer con- 
straint, to he under a violent impulse, 

• KpiphctD. adv. Hser, in Iirt. 45. vol. i. p. 402. 



rad^H 



59 

to be exceedingly moved, to be agitated 
like one mad. But a prophet is not so, 
but speaks every thing with a sober judg- 
ment and a sound state of mind, and 
understanding what is spoken. So that 
even before the event, you may dis- 
tinguish from hence between a soothsaijer 
and dk prophets* 

We have, then, two distinctive marks 
given upon their own confession, accord- 
ing to the testimony of men whose 
veracity has never been impeached, in which 
the present claimants differ widely from 
those whom the Church of God has in 
all ages recognised as the prophets of God, 
while they agree as closely with those whom 
the Church has, in all ages, pronounced to 
be under deep and dangerous delusion. 

I shall, in conclusion, apply myself, as 
I proposed in the former Discourse, to re- 
solve '^ some difficulties which have arisen 
in the minds of many candid inquirers into 
this deeply important subject." 

* Chrys. Horn. 29. vol, iii. p. 430. 




The first inquiry which I shall endeavour 
to answer, because it is one that has stag- 
gered more minds, and obtained more pro- 
selytes to this delusion, than any other, is 
this : Can it he possible, that when God's 
children ask Him for bread. He should 
give them a stone or a scorpion ? If not, 
say the inquirers, then since many of the 
claimants of these extraordinary gifts are 
certainly among the children of God, and 
they have long been seeking these gifts, 
would He thus have given them over to 
delusion ? 

The answer to this appears plain and 
undeniable. 

We are quite ready to acl 
God's true children can never ask bret 
and receive a stone or a scorpion. We 
are equally wilhng to admit, that many of 
these claimants are God's true children. 
But we deny that they have been asking 
for bread. In seeking for miraculous 
powers, for extraordinary gifts, we contend 
that they are not seeking for bread. Suchi 
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things are needful neither for the life of 
the body, nor for the life of the soul ; and 
if they presume to ask them, they cannot 
be surprised that their heavenly Father 
either absolutely denies their request, or 
gives them that which is an evidence of 
His anger rather than His love, and which 
shall turn to them as a judgment rather 
than a blessing. The limit which the 
Holy Ghost has himself assigned to prayer 
may be discovered in the revealed Word 
(1 John V. 14.)^ " This is the confidence 
that we have in Him, that if we ask any 
thing according to His will, he heareth 
us." We may, therefore, pray earnestly, 
we may pray fervently, we may pray per-, 
severingly, and yet we may not pray " ac- 
cording to the will of GodJ' and if this be 
the case, it will be no breach of God's pro- 
mise, no failure of God's faithfulness that 
our petitions remain unanswered. 

Men ask that which God has never en- 
couraged them to ask, and God gives that, 
of which the possession forms their severest 
punishment. I say, in the present instance. 



men have asked that which they are nd 
(at least by Apostolical example) encoif= 
raged to ask. For it is well worthy of 
our notice, that although there are scat- 
tered througli the epistles many beautiful 
examples of prayers by the Apostles, for 
all the graces of the Holy Spirit to be 
poured upon their converts, I believe it 
would be difficult to find a single instance 
in which tliey ever asked for these mi- 
raculous powers or extraordinary gifts. 

Think not, then, that when you are 
tempted to seek such things, you are ask- 
ing bread; think not, that because you 
liave obtained the semblance of what yw 
sought, or even were you to obtain tbj 
reality itself, you necessarily enjoy GodV 
accompanying blessing ; the fate of the 
Israelites may be your own ; God may give 
you " your heart's desire," and yet sen 
" leanness withal into your soul." 

The last difficulty which I shall notice," 
and which is closely allied to the former, 
is the following : — 

It is said, many of the claimants of the! 
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extraordinary gifts are truly pious and 
devoted people ; can we then suppose that 
God would suffer them to fcdl into error? 
We would reply to this inquiry, by making 
another. Was not David the man after 
God's own heart ? And did not God per- 
mit him to be '^ drawn aside of his own 
lusts, and enticed," in fact, to fall into open, 
dreadful sin ? It cannot be denied. Unless, 
then, it can be shown, that errors in doc- 
trine are worse than errors in morals, there 
appears to be no more substantial reason 
why God should permit His people to be 
drawn aside, and enticed by the lusts of 
the flesh, than by the Itists of the mind. 
If God permits His own people occasionally 
to fall into sin, we can have no assurance 
that he will never permit them to fall into 
error. 

We believe, then, that no reality of 
Christian profession, no length of Chris- 
tian servitude, no fervour of feeling in the 
cause of our Redeemer, is sufficient to 
exempt God's children from the lot of all 
mortality. As surely as that the truest 
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professor shall, in God's good time, drop 
into the grave, because he carries about 
him a body of sin and death : si 
tainly, and for the same reason, 
the truest professor, even one who 
shall never finally perish, and whom none 
shall pluck out of our Father's hand, fall 
either into error or into sin. Else vain 
had been the Saviour's caution, " Let him 
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest 
he fall." " What I say unto you, I say 
unto all, Watch ;" and false had been the 
Church's dictum, " After we have received 
the Holy Ghost we may depart from grace 
given, and fall into sin." (Art. 16.) TlM 
some of these persons, then, or that all^ 
them, are the people of God, would no 
more prove that their present gross de- 
lusions were Bible truths, than it would 
prove that their hard speeches against all 
who differ from them are evidences of the 
gentleness of Christ, or their malediction 
of the ministers of the church of England,* 
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among the lovely and peaceful fruits of 
the Spirit. 

My Christian brethren, my desire Jias 
been to lay before you, in this investigation, 
^^the mind of the Spirit,'' unfettered by any 
preconceived opinions, and unbiassed by any 
human system, or human partialities ; the 
result at which I have arrived has not 
been reached hastily or carelessly, but after 
much consideration, and deep and anxious 
enquiry, and, I trust, not without sincere 
though imperfect prayer. Had I been 
brought by the Spirit of God to a different 
conclusion, I trust I should have had grace 
as plainly, as clearly, and as fearlessly, to 
have stated that result to you as I do the 
present. Every thing I have read, whether 
by the opponents of these extraordinary 
claims, or by the claimants themselves, has 
only led me onward, without the passage 
of one wavering thought, or one uncertain 
feeling across my mind, to this complete 
and entire conviction, that " the spirits'* 
when weighed in the balance of the sane- 



tuary, when exposed to the test of the 
experience of the Church, when tried by 
their own confessions, have " been Jbund 
iMerly wanting'' — wanting in their foxm- 
dation, in scriptural promises on which to 
build — wanting in their superstructure, in 
every resemblance to those " holy men of 
old who spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost" — wanting in their object and 
end, in all that can promote the glory of 
God and the welfare of his people. 

The result of the trial of the spirits, 
therefore, is, that we believe that they are 
" not of God," but whether the offspring of 
satanical delusion, or of the natural infir- 
mity of highly-wrought and over-excited 
minds, we pretend not to pronounce. It 
is enough, that if our conclusion be correct, 
they will " come to nought." I now hope 
to be enabled to dismiss this subject from 
my pulpit ministrations for ever, only call- 
ing upon you all, in your famiUes and in 
private, to be earnest and unceasing in 
prayer to our Heavenly Father, both for 
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those who^ while they differ from us^ are 
still the objects of our heartfelt pity and 
regard^ and for ourselves^ that in these 
days of delusion God would lead us into 
all truths bless us with a sound mind^ keep 
us from all error^ and ^^ grant us^ by the 
same Spirit^ to have a right judgment in 
all things^ and evermore to rejoice in his 
holy comfort^ through the merits of Christ 
Jesus our Saviour^ who liveth and reigneth 
with him, in the unity of the same Spirit, 
Dne God, world without end.** * 

* Collect for Whitsunday. 



APPENDIX. 



It had been the Author's intention to have quoted passages 
from the different works published by the party alluded to, and 
from their accredited organ the '* Morning Watch," to exemplify 
these statements ; but, after much consideration, he is wUling 
rather to forego the advantage his argument would derive from 
such specimens, than to enter upon so irritating a topic. 

At the same time he cannot, in self-justification, but allude to 
some of the very remarkable statements contained in the *•' Nar- 
rative of the Circumstances which led to the setting up of the 
Church of Christ at Albury;** at page 17 is the following 
passage: — ^' I had been in treaty for the purchase of a pew in 
Trinity Church, Chelsea ; but finding the Minister there preadi 
against the rvork of the Holy Spirit, I withdrew from it'* The 
Author cannot but protest against such an accusation, whicb, 
although ^' printed for private circulation only," is canyiog 
throughout the religious society of the country a charge which, if 
true, would be one of the heaviest under which a Minister of the 
Gospel could fall He is content, however, to leave his Minis- 
terial character in higher hands, but would suggest to the Author 
of the Narrative the consideration whether a difference upon 
a point which he must himself allow to be a contested point, 
ought to have been denominated by so harsh a phrase. Few 
men respect the Author of that Narrative more than the writer of 



69 



these Discourses, and therefore few lament more that the pen 
which could so overflow with love in the view of '* Social duties,** 
should have been so deeply dipped in gall in the Preface and 
notes to *' The €^eral Delusion of Christians,** &c., and in all 
its other productions since the estrangement of the writer. 

But this charge against himself as an individual is as nothing 
compared with the following sweeping malediction upon the clergy 
at Brighton or at Albury* who do not admit the claims of this new 
sect : — *< On their preachers the word of the Lord has come to 
pass, and they are blighted : no spiritual children are more be- 
gotten ; the ordinances no longer convey life ; the streams are 
turned to blood ; and the reservoirs produce nothing but noxious 
reptiles. They who still attend the preachers have complained to 
me of their being altogether altered, both in matter and manner, 
for which they are unable to assign any cause. We have the 
mind of Christ, and know all things : we therefore know it is 
because his word of judgment has gone forth upon them ; the 
east wind from the Lord has blighted them. ' A voice of the 
cry of the shepherds, and an howling of the principal of the 
flock, is heard ; for the Lord has spoiled their pastures.' " But 
whether this passage refer to Brighton or to Albury is of little 
import, for the writer of the Narrative, who appears to speak 
officially, and indeed acknowledges himself to be a Bishop of 
the new sect, see page 30, says distinctly, <' Thus has 
the Chrittian dispensation run its course, as the Jewish did 
before it, in two consecutive streams.** p. 31. '< The knell of 
the Church of Jerusalem began to be rung when Cornelius and 
his household spake with tongues and prophesied : the dispensa- 
tion commenced and terminated with similar events, and the 
knell of the Church of England tolled when, on the 26th of De- 

* It is not very clear, from the context, to the preachers at 
which of these two places the passage refers, though it seems 
probable that Albury is intended. 
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cember, by the ordination of the Angel o£ the Church of Christ 
at Albury, her jpriesthood was set aside,** p. 31. " Popery was 
the apostacy of the flesh ; Protestantism is the apostacy of the 
intellect : out of this harlot system is the last form of Antichrist 
produced — the intellectual man of sin ; as the Papacy produced 
the fleshly man of sin." p. 32. 

Upon the tendency and spirit of these extracts, no comment 
need be offered ; but few will read them, it is hoped, without an 
earnest petition at a throne of pardoning and restraining grace for 
the writer of them, and for those who are following in his present 
erratic course. 
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more promineat than those which concem the Na- 
tional Religion. The ^ound of difference between 
Churchmen and many Dissenters has, on this point, 
heen entirely changed. Not only is the very lawful- 
nest of National Church Establishments (upon which 
heretofore, as well as upon their expediency, both 
were agreed) now disputed, but the negative side is 
assumed by some, with a degree of confidence which, 
however welcome to those ^o are indisposed to the 
trouble of cool examination, comes with no recom- 
mendation to the calm enquirer : who cannot but 
recollect, that the point at issue demands to be ap- 
proached with especial caution ; since it involves the 
DKMt important practical results, as well as the 
Ja^;meQt and conduct of the Universal Church 
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ia past days, aud tkerein of the best and wisest ser- 
vants of Jesus Christ, 

I enter upon this subject unwilbngly ; as I should 
upon any other that seemed to withdraw me from the 
preaching of the simple message of salvation. You 
will bear me witness, that this pulpit has never been 
desecrated by pohtical allusions : neither has it been 
my dehght to dwell upon the points on which real 
Christians differ ; and by which the unity of charitT 
has been so often broken, by those who have hela. 
with hke tenacity, the unity of faith. It has been 
my constant prayer, for myself and all who bear the 
commission of Christ, that, let the din of party 
discord rage ever so fiercely without, its unseemly 
spirit and unsanctified brawls may be excluded from 
the place of holy rest : and that the value of the 
gospel, to souls passing hourly into eternity, may be 
impressed too deeply on our hearts, " to allow us (in 
the words of a dissenter eminent for candour and 
piety) thus to abuse the sacred moments which we 
spend immediately in the divine presence : thus (o 
pervert the great design of Christian ordinances; 
making them the vehicle of malignant passions, and 
calling the flock of Christ together to poison them, 
nnder pretence of feeding them."* But, as occasions 
will arise, when the advocate of truth has to guard 
his fold against the inroads of unbelief, by stating the 
evidences of revelation ; so there are periods also 
when he is required to defend the outworks of the 
temple — " to walk about Zion, and go round abotit 
her, and tell the towers thereof ; to mark well her 
bulwarks, and set up her palaces," that both her 
strength and beauty may be seen. — Neither can dis- 
pleasure be felt, if, in kindness and sobriety, we en- 

* Dr. Dnddridge'i Sermon on Christian Conilour. For obcloui 
1CB8UUS, I refer to nancaaforniing autboriUea, and tfaoae the ng« 
dittinguahed. 



deavour to repel the harsh attacks made upon us ; 
and to shew that we have yet with us some arguments 
not altogether despicable ; some few names not of 
light account ; and that, in a contest of this nature, 
we may fairly seek for a temper more moderate, and 
an opposition more sanctified, than that with which 
we have at present to contend. 

It would De gratift-ing to hope, that churchmen 
were so well grounded in the elements of theirprofefc 
sion as not to need an especial statement of theml 
for, in truth, the arguments are so trite as to leav^ 
little room for exercise of imagination : and the diffi-' 
culty consists in selecting and compressing the most 
.obvious. I have studied the question closely, and, J. 
trust, impartially. I have met in conversation with 
come who neither want talent nor decision to give 
Jbrce to the opposite view : but I must say, that the 
result has ever been a conviction of its utter inconclu- 
Hiveoess. It has appeared to me, that whilst the 
•rgtunents ybr an Establishment are those of scrip- 
tural evidence and duty, the arguments against it 
we arguments of theory ; or that, whilst the one 
rests upon the use and advantage of the thing, the 
Ol^er relies upon the abitse and perversion of it. 

The sum of the objection may, perhaps, he com' 
^«aaed in these propositions: — Civil states and 
feligitn/s communities are essentially distinct. Hu- 
" m fdnedoms are of this world, Christ's kingdom is 

t of this world. (Governments, therefore, cannot ia- 
Urfere with Christianity toishout polluting it : and, in 
^Joet, all history shews that they nave done so. 

; Now, as the dispute is one of those which are to be 
decided by scriptural authority alone, we are not 
called upon to reply to abstract propositions, however 
easy it were to do so. In defence of such sweeping 
-aesertions, — ^which appear to place rulers and legia- 
Jators out of the pale of divine influence, and to iot- 
^t that the gospel is committed to human agency,-— 
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^^^^w^n^^Sy ask for some declaration crfno^^J™^ 
which has escaped the notice of the Christian world 
for so many centuries, and eluded the acute research 
of those whose life was occupied in meditating upon 
and elucidating the sacred volume, and whose eye 
was as single as perhaps the eye of man can he, hav- 
ing neither predilection nor interest to bias it. 

We are indeed reminded, that our Lord said lo 
Pilate, " My kingdom is not of this world." But is 
it not a free exposition of the Redeemer's language 
to apply it to such a topic as this ? These woras 
were addressed to the Roman goTcrnor ; before whom 
he was arraigned on a charge of treason, in setting 
lip a kingly claim adverse to that of Csesar. Pilate 
demands of him, " Art thou a king ? Christ admits 
that he is a king, but not a temporal one ; else would 
his subjects fight to rescue him. Thus it is para- 
phrased by Doddridge, " M>/ kingdom is not ^thit 
world ; nor is it my design or ousiness to erect a 
temporal dcmtinion, or to establish any claim tohiek 
should interfere with that of Caesar, or of which any 
prince Itas reason to bejeatom.'" — Do establishments 
.set up a temporal dominion in opposition to the civil 
power ? Surely the accusation against them is one 
of a contrary kind. They are not charged with op- 
position, hut with too much submission, to secular 
authority. The passage, indeed, may well apply to 
the Church of Rome, which has set up and esfr- 
ciaed, inthe name of Christ, a temporal dominion 
against Csesar, trampling earthly powers beneath her 
feet. But the relation of it to the question whether 
Christian governments are to exert Christian influ- 
ence in establishing the Gospel, is not very evident ; 
and the introduction of it may he thought to mani- 
fest a paucity of scriptural support. 

Unable to discover any declaration that will dis- 
prove the principle of Establishments, I proceed to 
shew that none such caw exist; inasmuch as it maj 



be defended from Scripture, which is never incon- 
sisteutwitli itself. 

I. Placing ourselves at the close of the New 
Testament, it is apparent, that this blessed volume 
can give us no historical view of the state of the 

• Church when acknowledged by the rulers of the 
world ; because, at that time, the kings of the earth 
were altogether its virulent persecutors. But Pro- 

•phecy is History ; not in all its details, but in those 

ncrand features which are especially to be looked at 
an controversies of this kind. Prophecy gives us suf- 
Ccient light to perceive the outline of the Church 
in her future and purest state ; and to vindicate 

Uthe lawfulness of secular Establishments of reli- 

S'on. Referring to prophetical emblems, we find, 
the mysterious vision of Ezekiel's temple (which 
ia unquestionably predictive of the glory of the latter 
hdays), the prince, or civil government, prominently 
imtroduced, as acting the part which is now repro- 
bated, viz. setthng the affairs of the Church, and 
allotting to its Ministers a stated subsistence from 
rthe land. Now, I hold it in the highest degree impro- 
- bable, that the Almighty should represent the purest 
■age of Christianity by the model of a system which 
is radically unla^'ml, and contrary to its principles. 
"JVor can I think that a venerable dissenting com- 
mentator perverted the passage, when he drew from it 
this inference, which I would to God were written up- 
'on the breast of every king and legislature. " It in 
the duty of rulers to take care of religion ; and to see 
that the duties of it be regularly and carefully per- 
formed by those under their charge ; and that nothing 
be wanting that is requisite thereto. The magis- 
trate is the keeper of both tables ; and it is a happy 
thing when those that are above others in power and 
dignity, go before them in the service of God.*" 



But if we interpret prophetic emblems by pro- 
phetic declaratioTis, we find that the inspired teachers, 
speahing of the same blessed period, which rests 
in the believer's faith and hope, introdiice monarchs 
(the general epithet of governments) as exercising 
an ioBuence in rehgion ; not merely by countenance 
and patronage, but by direct interference in gup- 
plying to it aid, sustenance, and support ; and in pro- 
tnoting it to the utmost. The chapter in which the 
text occurs, contrasts the active agency of rulers in 
persecuting the infant Church, with their activity in 
fostering it hereafter, " Kings shall be thy nursing 
fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers. 
Scripture does not use terms of lofty bearing to an- 
nounce trivial things. What must be the import of 
expresions which imply the tendereat diligence and 
nurture, with interposition the most zealous and un- 
interrupted ? echoed, as it is, by other passages of 
similar tendency : as when fallen Jerusalem is oid tn 
arise and hail the overflowing of the Gentile world, 
it is promised " their Kings shall minister unto thee, 
and thou shall stick the breasts of Kings ;" phrases 
which, if they have any meaning, assert that civil 
governors shall aid in building the walls of the uni- 
versal Church, and in administering sustenance to 
its necessities ; and, in the words which follow the 
text, this is spoken of as a manifest evidence of the 
presiding power of Jehovah. 

The mference is obvious. If the general effb- 
sion of the Spirit, at the era thus announced, be 
to direct all Christians to their proper duties, it fol- 
lows that this cannot be unlawful now which shall 
be the characteristic of religion in its triumphant 
days. That which will then De ^/«ry cannot now be 
shame ; and Christian rnlers may safely take the 
most perfect pattern for their guide. 

n. Having seen this principle in the victorious 
age of Christianity, we will ascend to the cradle of 



ibat merciful dispeneation. Our I/>rd and Master 
KTBS born and lived under an Establishment in union 
ith the state. Against its corruptions he often 
weighed. The sermon on the Mount, in particular, 
I a mil corrective of all its perversions, and an en- 
re reproof of what was evil in it. But neither 
iien, nor upon any other occasion, did he assert or 
Dply that an EstabbBhrnent was unlawful in itself, 
r that it would be so under his Gospel. Nay, to 
iiat he conformed ; with that he held communion : 
B its civil and ecclesiastical rulers he enjoined sub- 
nissioD. Its abuses he would have eradicated ; itB 
leamality he would have spiritualized ; but he de- 
Itroyed it not. The Jewish Church was never dis- 
lolved. Its figures were accomplished ; its walls were 
Otended into one universal fold of Jew and Gentile ; 
^t the Establishment sunk not, save in the general 
mi of the country. — Not only in Judea. but tnrough 
le world, Eatablishmenta were universal. Yet not 
syllable was uttered, by the preachers of truth, to 
Vefiite a principle, which, however obvious the error 
irfit may be to some, has been so universal, so 
f ^parently sanctioned by Christian doctrine, by the 
conduct of our I.ord and his apostles, and by the 
Jewish dispensation, that the Church never enter- 
tained a doubt about it, and the vast majority enter- 
tain no doubt at present. 
. III. I have alluded to the Jewish dispensation. 
LThat was a national Establishment, instituted of 
HBod himself. If was at first a theocracy, Jehovah 
PwM chsafing to be regarded as their national Kinp. 
fWith the accession, however, of Saul, this ceased ; 
and Israel, though spiritually distinguished above 
other nations, became, as they were, a secular king- 
don:. And here a question might well have arisen 
very similai to the one before us. The scriptures 
contained no precept about the interference of the 
temporal government in religion. It might have 
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been argued, by a powerful cbain of theory, that it 
would be especially reprehensible for civil gover- 
nors to iutermeddle with a Church, every rite of 
which was most rigidly ordained of God, and in 
which a succession of prophets arose from time to 
time. — But what was the fact ? From David, down- 
wards to the captivity, the few pious kings per- 
petually interfered in the external arrangements 
of religion, .Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, Josiah, acting 
solely upon principles which are the basia cS aQ 
godhness, laboured, with unwearied diligence, in fiir- 
thering the designs, or correcting the obliquities, 
of the Church. Was this disapproved of God.' 
Far from it. Most highly did he honour it with his 
grace and blessing. It is for this they shine as lights 
in the gloomy pages of the Jewish annals. 

Be it that Judaism and Christianity differed im- 
portantly from each other, yet both proceeded from 
the same God ; and that principle of duty which is 
declared to be "good, and just, and right," in a 
Hebrew monarch, can never be evil, unjust, and in- 
equitable, in a Christian ruler, But, in essence, these 
religions differ not. There were, indeed, in the elder 
dispensation, elements valueless in themselves ; "the 
shadows of good things to come," which ceased with 
the entrance of those things ; but, in itself, it was 
as spiritual as Christianity. It is dangerous to 
speak lightly of a faith whose code was the et«nial 
moral law of Heaven, and whose spirit was the su- 
preme motive of a responsible creature's action ; 
" Thou shalt love God above all things, and thy 
ne^hbour as thyself." 

But we are not hmited to Judaism. For, not to 
dwell upon the cases of the heathen princes, Cpns 
and Artaxerxes, who were actuated oy the Holy 
Spirit in the restoration of the fallen Church ; wh»i 
does the striking example of Nineveh present, when 
a Pag&n Monarch, alarmed at the threatened judg- 
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meat of Jehovah, humbled hia whole people di 
cooimand of a general fast, and thereby suspended 
the vengeance hovering over his guilty city ? In fact, 
through the whole scriptures, every civil ruler, 
behever or unbeliever, who exerled his power to for- 
ward true religion, ia ^f) Jar commended. 

IV, I adduce on the same side the judgment of 
the universal Church, with few and recent excep* 
fions. Such of the Fathers as allude to the subject 
defend the principle of Eatabhshments. The Re- 
formers agree upon this topic : Lulher, Calvin, Me- 
lancthon, Zuingle, Beza, on the Continent ; Knox, 
in Scotland; our honoured martyrs and confessors at 
home. The two divisions of Protestantism, Epis- 
copal and Presbyterian, differed as to the govern- 
ment of Churches ; but of Establishments they 
difiered not. The first and moat eminent Noncon- 
formists, the Baxters, the Calamys, the Owens, the 
Henrys, the Howes, and the rest, here concur 
with us. On details they dissented ; on the ques- 
tion now at issue they (hd not dissent ; for they 
eversustained the principle of Establishments. Of 
the Methodists, avowedly founded on the Na- 
tional Church, it seems needless to speak. They 
will not destroy the basis on which they stand; 
nor renounce their great founder Wesley, their ho- i 
liest champion Fletcher, and their most learned '. 
ornament. Dr. Adam Clarke, (i) 

V. Time scarcely allows me to advert to the ar- 
gument arising from Christian duty. Every man, 
be he ruler or subject, who is converted to the faith, 
is bound to strengthen his brethren. The possessor 
of a single talent is not exempt from applying it to 
the glory of God ; and God is most glorified by 
honour to the Gospel. As the possession becomes 
enhanced, the duty enhances also. Money, elo- 
quence, and influence, are allowed to he thus devoted. 
But is power or authority anathema-tixfti. ^"OTa. '^*. 
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Is the Christian ruler to be cai 
of the salvatioa of hia euhjects I and is he not onlj 
blameless, but even commendable, in so doing ? Are 
the thousands to perish for lack of knowledge ; and 
is it not only no sin, but an obligation, of the legisla- 
ture, so to abandon tbem ? Was it not merely lawful, 
but pious, in young King Josiah, to bring back the 
Jewish Church to her first faith ; and was it unlaw- 
ful and impious in young King Edwt^rd to reclaim 
the English Church to the like standard .' More 
consistent surely with right feeling is the heartfelt 
eulogy of venerable Matthew Henry, " Our English 
Israel had once such a child as Josiah, Edward VI. \ 
It is, indeed, melancholy to reflect, how often 
rulers and legislators have awfully abused the prin- 
ciple here contended for ; and built upon it a 
fabric subversive of every right of God and man : 
nor can the brand of opprobrium be fixed too inde- 
libly upon this deadly guilt. But the inference diawn 
from it against Establi aliments is not allowable, unleu 
it be also allowable to argue against Christianity 
from the few that have faithfully received it, com- 
pared with the maTiy of every class that have held 
it in unrighteousness. Has not the Gospel itsolf 
been the perverted instrument of the misery here 
deplored ? Is then the Gospel no longer glad tidings 
to a fallen world ? — Prophecy exhibits one specinc 
corrupt Church, " with whom the kings of the earth 
have committed fornication," Does it not also 
present a pure Church, of which they shall be 
" the nursing-fathers '(" — Private judgment hw 
been the source of infidelity, confiision, and every 
evil work. Shall we then strive, with Rome, to 
extinguish this inahenable right of a responsible 
creature? — Ahaz used legal authority to confimi 
idolatry ; and shall Hezekiah withhold his arm &om ' 
plucking it up? — Henry enslaved the reformatioD H 
hj's deapotiam ; cannot tbetefocc Edward forwKd J 




^hout polluting it ? If one man is intolerant in 

■'igion, IS then another to be utterly careless about 

And has the Christian community, in its pre- 

it boasted light, found out, at last, that Gallio, 

lo cared for none of these things, but treated the 

peJ as a " question of words and names," is the 

fel of a magistracy to be desired of the Church 

id approved of God ? I shrink from inferences, 

ich, if they lead not to utter indifference, appear 

confirm the pernicious hypothesis, that public and 

wate duties are opposite things, and that there 

"cme rehgion for states and another for individuals. 

But it iH contended, that if one government has 

's right, all governments have it ; and, therefore, 

it heathen magistrates are bound to promote hea- 

snism. Did this follow, it would be no answer to 

le argument. — The difficulty, however, lies as strong 

~inst private persons as against public rulers. 

ly not say, if one man has the right to promotfi 

^gion, all have the right; and hence heathens are 

Bond to promote heathenism ? If the consequence 

tenable in the one case, it is in the other. — The 

ct is, it is untenable in either case. It never can 

! a duty to do that which is evil in itself, as the 

tnnotion of false religion is. — " Whatever is not 

- isith is sin." This precept is clear : the appHca- 

m of it, blessed be God, rests with a decision deeper 

id more just than that of man. 

Of Establishments defended by unchristian means, 

there is no controversy. But we cannot admit in 

by one, high or low, an exemption from the duty of 

iOing all, in proportion to his resources, to bring the 

ioBpel of redemption in contact with every sinner. 

may not he the popular doctrine, but it is as clearly 

e doctrine of scripture as justification by faith it- 

If, that the " powers which be are ordained 6f 

'Crod ;" and that " by the grace of God" they are 

^hat they are. This the apostle aaawts (A Vs ^ 
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potentates ; how much more is it true of Christian 
rulers ? The atheist should stand alone in placing 
conventioaal rights at utter disunion from religious 
obligation. Princes as well as people, nations as well 
as societies, have ever been dealt with by God iix 
SHch ; they have their respective duties at sur.li. 
And, as far as the aiinlogy of natural and social 
offices extends, public conduct must be inspired 
by the same motives, and walk in the same path, u 
private. Christianity deals not in details mftrelj; 
but it has also broad, impelling, universal principles, 
We cannot speak too strongly the solemn convic- 
tion, that a government reckless of the truths aod 
institutes of religion, is a heavy judgment upon any 
land ; and deep and awful is its guilt in wilfully 
allowing the people to perish in ignorance of Him 
" whom truly to know is everlasting life," 

To meet these arguments by the remark, that the 
blessed Head of the Church does not tcatit human 
authority, or pobtieal enactment, to promote hi* 
cause, savors rather of an arraignment or His Provi- 
dence. — Did He ever want human means of any 
kind, as though he could not act without them I 
Surely not. Yet in every age he has employed 
them. All redemption has proceeded by thejn. 
He needs not the letter of the Word, nor the ordi- 
nances of the Ministry and Sacraments. But h* 
employs them all ; and, in the common path of hia 
dispensations, he works in no other way. He mieht, 
if he so pleased, convert the world by tne miraculous 
effusion of his Spirit upon all hearts. But he docs 
not so pleaxe. He distils his grace in genial dropn 
upon human agency, by inspiring devotedness of 
mind, as well in the use of rank and authority, as of 
every other talent committed to responsible bein;^ : 
tf'iants which are ahke blessed with his favour when 
devoted to his glory, and alike withered by his &own 



pAen employed in opposition to. or buried in aeg-, 
'leot of, his Gospel, 

Thus have I endeavoured, with great imperfection, 
iam aware, but I trust with no perversion of truth 
ca-CBndaur, to shew that the arj^ment for National 
C3«irch Establishments rests upon the universal ] 
oidigation of Christian duty ; upon the Jewish dis- 
pusation, instituted by God himself; upon the 
lamction of Christ and his apostles ; upon the 
:ffiEample of all the pious rulers that scripture brings 
b^re oar eyes ; upon the future predicted interfer- 
ence of the civil power in the diffusion of the Chris- 
tina faith ; aud upon the testimony of the universal 
■ Church in past ages. — Allow me then, in conclusion^ 
to remind you, that trial and assault are the destiny 
of the household of Christ. They are a testimony 
borne to every church, in proportion as she ap- 
proaches closer to the Gospel standard. That testi- 
mony is borne to the Church of England now. It ia 
against her alone that the combined host of popery, 
of infidelity, of heresy, and of all ungodliness, di- 
rects its efforts ; approved, unhappily, (and I name it 
with unfeigned sorrow) by the smile ofniany whom we 
could wish to honour, as we do the memory of their 
pious forefathers ; who would have started from such 
an alliance, with the horror-struck deprecation of the 
patriarch, " O my soul, come not thou into their 
secret: unto their assembly, mine honour, be not 
thou united." 

But I apeak to you even weeping when I say that 
oar weakness is within : in the coldness and for- 
mality, the impiety, the ignorance, and vice, of 
nominal professors. Here, the accusations of our 
enemies find a resting place, though not a justifi- 
cation : for, as the Gospel ia to he judged, not from 
its carnal professors, but by its intrinsic evidence ; 
so is the Church to be tried by its authorized tests, 
not by members whose whole conduct those tests 
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condemn. To you, she presents the scriptur^^B^ 
volume of your Maker's will, of your Redeemer's 
love. To you, she imparts helps and models of de- 
votiou so spiritual, that it is even numhered among 
her reproaches. These avail, I doubt not, to the 
salvation of a greater number of the people of GckI 
than any other community can hoast. But luito 
thousands what do they avail, save to their condem- 
nation ? Devoid of abiding love to Christ, aud in- 
dwelling holiness, what would be the frame work of 
an Estabhshment, but a carcase which no breath 
vivified, no spirit animated : for, as the body without 
the soul is dead, so the church of faith without the 
works of faith is dead also. Vainly shall we strive 
for the preservation of the sanctuary and its holy 
censers, unless we trim and quicken the sacred flame 
that burns therein. A National Church is, in itself, 
a glorious object ; a trophy of the Redeemer's tri- 
umph ; an omen of his universal conquest, when the 
kingdoms of this world shall become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of his Christ. A torch it 
is, diffusing light through the dark places of the 
land. But each and every member should renrd 
himself as a particle of that holy fire ; as a light 
shining before men, that they niav see his good 
works, and glorify his heavenly Father : " coi^d- 
ling even the adversary to confess, " Be their Church 
what she may, the spirit of God is in her ef a 
truth." — You it behoves to sustain her walls and 
defend her cause ; identical as she is with the con- 
stitution of your land, and with the eternal intereBti 
of your fellow subjects. But, let me beseech yoo to 
take good heed that in her defence yon neither mani- 
fest the spirit, nor sanction the principle, nor use the 
wea[>ons, by which she is assailed. Though attacked 
on every side by calumnies the most awiul, by alli- 
ances the most unholy, she has neither provoked 
Ihem by intoleraace, nor hitherto opposed them 5; 
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__ I onehRritableiiees. Never may she do so : nor 
er may we exemplify, in sych a cause, that temper 
hich it is the object of our blessed religion to sub- 
ie and extinguish. Let not out instniments, at 
ut, be dipped in the venom of the Serpent, nor 
MTowed trom his armoury. 

" Se ever ready to give an answer to every mnn 
at asketh you a reason of the hope that is m you 
\th meekness and fear." The Holy Spirit has here 
itated the duty of the Christian disputant. May 
difinse the disposition also in the hearts of all ; 
itts to contend earnestly for the faith once deli- 
Tcd to the Saints ; and for the Church, which the 
sdom of martyrs hath conveyed to us, cleansed 
id sanctified through the instrumentality of their 
iferings and death. God cannot Mess the efforts 
nr made against her, opposed as thev are to every 
sling sanctioned by his holy will. But though he 
imaot bless, he may employ, the direful passions of 
^, as heretofore he hath done, to visit her offences 
f^th the rod, and her sin with scourges. Then, in a 
consciousness of what our transgressions have de- 



served, let 1 



" hear the rod and who hath 



ap- 



pointed it," Let us be purified in the anticipation 
of these correctious ; and then we may confidently 
hope that his loving kindness will not be utterly 
taken from our Church ;" that he will never forget the 
truth she has preserved and maintained ; the holiness 
which his grace hath produced within her ; the saints 
and confessors he hath raised, and raises daily, inher 
pale ; but that, through the chastisements his wisdom 
may allot, the beams of his consolation may shine 
upon the faithful hearts within her ; and that she 
may enjoy the participation of his promised love to 
one of the tribes of nis chosen Israel, " As thy 
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I SHALL THY STRENGTH B 




OF THE EXPEDIENCY AND BENEFITS OF THE 
ENGLISH CHURCH ESTABLISHMENT. W i 



PsALH xlviii. 12 — 14. 
Walk about Z'lon, a7id go round about her: tell 
-the towers thereof; mark ye well her bulwarki; 
consider her palaces; that ye may tell the gentn- 
tion followitig. For this Ood is our God far mf 
and ever. He will be our Guide unto death. 

The scriptural lawfulness of National Ecclesias- 
tical EstablishmentG rests upon a variety of practical 
arguments, each of which seems well nigh conclusive 
in itself. The most prominent of these, are — thcjn- 
stance of the Jewish Church, estabhshed or sanc- 
tioned in conjunction with the civil goveimneni, bj 
God himself; the conformity of our Lord and the 
Apostles to the same ; the declarations of prophecj, 
predicting an active interference of potentates in ifa; 
affairs of the Christian Church, in her future and 
purest state : united to the universality and identity of 
obUgation upon all classes, rulers as well as people. 
But the arguments for the lawfulness of Establish- 
ments are of a kind to include the f.rpediency, and 
humanly speaking, t\ie nKcessit-y o? vVftiw -, and it is 
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ill theory atone that ihese considerations can be 
severed one from another. — This, however, no more 
militates against the claims of voluntary religious 
association, than the latter disproves tne former. 
Whether they be for supplying the deficiencies of aa 
Establishment, for propagating the Gospel amoi^j 
Jews and Gentiles, for the extension of sacred know* 
ledge, or such like pious designs ; voluntary private 
efforts are amon^ the first duties, both of congrega- 
lions and individuals. It is, however, contended, 
;4nth a force of experimental reasoning which ap- 
pears to admit of noadequal* reply, that as such ef- 
lorts, are, even under the best circumstances, partial, 
limited, and desultory, they never did, nor ever can, 
provide for the preaching and ordinances of salvation 
JS a degree commensurate with the wants of a whole 
.ijialion.* 

r The way in which some persons speak of religion, 
fa if it were a natural want, felt and experienced, 
Bie that of food, which starving creatures will break 
nroogh stone walls to obtain, is surely to betray a 
'pad fi^getfulness of that awful truth on which thn 
Seoessity of the Gospel stands ; " The carnal mind 
.It enmity with God." That there is an innate 
"^ iTing for imntortahty in the fallen race of man, may 
true ; but, like an appetite utterly perverted and 
eased, which nauseates wholesome aliment, it flies 
b the deepening debasements of idolatry and super- 
lition, but never resorts to spiritual holiness. Insen- 
ible to the depravity of sin, the last thing which the 
uawakened mind receives, much less seeks for, is 
he humiliating, purifying spirit of the Gospel. If 
IboIs are to be saved, means of salvation and edifica- 



* I would eipeciuUv refer to the testlmou; uf practical wlnJoni 

tXjT. Chalraera'a " CMe Eeoitomy of large Tovmi," or ti> his 
t « On the Uie and AIhu of EMlaiaitkat BndavmenU." 
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tion must be brought before them : they will ne% 
look for it. The very principle of missions lies at 
the root of an Establishjnent. The mitustration of 
life is to be brought to all men, as immediately Bod 
as actively as possible : in as perfect a way as may 
be, but imperfectly rather than not at all : and 
as a true Christian would feel impelled to support a 
really pious object, thongh inadequately adminis- 
tered, BO the same holy motive should induce him to 
aid and wish well to a church, even if in details he ac- 
counted it defective. — A National sanction of religion 
is alone adequate to the above purpose. Even is 
Great Britain, the most favoured of kingdoms 
in the means of grace, it is morally certain that 
masses of the population would be utterly destitute 
of the preaching and sacTaments of Christianity, but 
foi the Estabhshment ; and it is absolufrh/ certain 
that many faithful Ministers have gathered souls to 
Christ, in districts so poor, scattered, and thinlt 
peopled, that nothing but an Establishment woulii 
nave placed a teacher among them. I cannot help 
thinking, that a main cause why the opposite opinion 
possessed no recommendation m the eyes of the de- 
voted and spiritually -minded men of former days ;— 
not merely such as laboured within the church, bul 
such as Baxter, Howe, Alieine, and the Henrys, 
without ; — may be explained by the fact, that, on 
both sides, the Gospel was more intensely felt than 
it now is ; felt, less as a thing of talk and profession, 
but more, as a saving remedy, to be brought into in- 
stant action, upon perishing sinners ; for whose souIm 
eternity will not wait, until human wisdom has 
built up an earthly church, so perfect as to be free 
from every blot wnich can offend the delicate eye. 
or wound the morbid conscience. 

My object compels me to forbear the abstract 
question ; and lo view the expediency of an Estah- 
//sAmeitt as exemplified in the Church of En^and. 
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^This I purpose to consider in Iter membership, consti- 
ttution, and results. 

I. The Church of Eneland, viewed in her mten- 
ible mernberskip, is the Protestant Christian nation 
i England ; distinguished by its Christian profession 
rom the lauds of Mahometan or Pagan darkness ,- 
md by itB Protestant constitution from those which 
_et i-emain in the unreformed corrupliong of Rome. 
And here, briefly in passing, let nie note a preva- 
lent error. — How customary is it to apeak of the 
Clergy as if they alone were the Church ! whereas 
Ihey are no more the Church, in any proper sense 
of the word, than the people. They are its MiniHers, 
^nuniaeioned to impart its word and sacraments ; 
it every privilege of Church membership belongs 
I much to the laity as to them. For, if to commu- 
eate its ordinances be the honour of the one, to 
ijoy them is equally the blessing of the other ; and 
> protect its rights, and to extend its usefulness, is 
te duty and interest of all alike. 
Shoald it be said that the above description of the 
iChinch comprises in it a number of ungodly per- 
«ODS, who are, in truth, members of no church : it 
flKiy be answered, that therefore the description is 
More accordant with scripture ; which does not re- 
•toict the title or communion of a Church to a select 
isembly of supposed holy individuals. The Church 
i|E Kngland, in common with every other, may have 
te|»ous and vicious men within her fold ; but she is 
not less a Church on that account than the Church 
of'Corinth was; from which even an apostle's care 
Qoold not exclude schism, infidelity, and incestuous 
crime. The consistency of scripture on this point is 
sustained by viewing the Church, in her twofold light, 
as visible and invisible. The visible. Church is describ- 
ed by our Lordhimself as afield where the wheat and 
tares grow together until the har^■est ; and as a net 
which gathered both good and bad, until the hshev- 
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man sat down to moke a separation. As such, H 
eludes " all who profess and call themselves Chris- 
tians :" all, at least, who, by recognition of "one 
Baptism" in the name of the sacred Trinity, are ex- 
ternal recipients of " one Lord and one faith." The 
invisible Church comprises those alone, who, by 
senctihcation of the Spirit, are " knit together in one 
communion and fellowship in the mystical body of 
Jesus Christ." The visiole Church is that " city 
set upon a hill which cannot be hid," seen anS 
known of all men. The inviMhle Church is that 
" holy priesthood" which is discerned of God alone. 
The visible Church is that ark of safety, which in- 
closes alike the disobedient and the dutiful child of 
Noah. The invisible Church receives none but those 
who are saved by the inward operation of a fftith 
working by love. There are numbers in Israel who 
are not of Israel ; who are admitted within Ihe 
outer court, but who are forbid, by their own hypo- 
crisy and sin, to pass into that within the veil : who 
have the seal and symbol of the cross, but partidpnti' 
not in its eternal mercies. Hence it is, that raose 
who, for divers reasons, satisfactory to themselves at 
least, communicate not with the Church, do not, 
therefore, cease to be members of the same. Snn- 
dry of them hear her not ill will. By no act has 
she excommunicated them ; neither wonld it be 
valid if she had, unless by apostacy or deadly heresy 
they have severed themselves from the living vine. 
And when, as is more or less, continually and in- 
creasingly, the case, they join with her ordinances, 
she demands not of them the renunciation of former 
opinions, nor any token of admission, provided 
they have received the Baptism of the Holy Trinity: 
but regards them as wanderers, returned mto their 
ancient fold. To sustain this view of the case, I 
appeal, not only to the great names of Hooher, 
una of otheiB, who ao early developed the mind of 




the Bcripture on this point, but also to the nnifomiJ 
practice of the Church ; and of the most holy aaA 

Srofound of those by whom the congregations df 
Usaentera have been honoured; who, at a time 
when communion and unity were better understood, 
and therefore more valued, than in this age, did 
always consider themselves part of the Estabhsh- 
ment, and ceased not to keep up membership with 
her, by the use of her ordinances, though they with- 
held entire conformity, because it demanded sacri- 
fices which they thought it sinful to make, (c) 

II. From this weighty point, I proceed to consi- 
der the Church in her constitution. This is com- 
gTsed in the thirty-nine Articles, and in the Book of 
Common Prayer ; which recognise, in the rule and 
ministration of the same, three holy orders of 
Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, perpetuated from 
the apostles ; and each hound, in the proportion of 
his commission, by the most awful ties, to provida 
for that part of the flock of Christ which is assignei 
to his care. This is the constitution of the Church, 
viewed in its principle. But it behoves us to take it 
ia its details. 

And, First, of the thirty-nine Articles, the authori- 
tative declaration of the Church's faith and dis- 
cipline. As concerns the faith, they are allowed, by 
all who hold the Gospel in its purity, to comprise 
the most unexceptionable summary of revealed 
truth in any existing Church ; the most CathoUc in 
spirit ; the most evangelical in doctrine and phrase- 
ology ; neither omittmg what God hath required, 
nor deciding what he hath left undecided ; nor put- 
ting asunder what he hath joined together. And 
as to the Articles which relate to discipline, even 
they who diff'er from them will admit the charitable 
temper in which they are expressed. 

Let usnextviewthedevelopementof this creed, when 
administered in the Liturgy, as itxA. ioi ^e \W3^- 
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The Book of Common Prayer, says the greatest of 
modern Dissenters, "stan^ in the first rank of unin- 
compositiona."* The foundation of it is laid, 
and the superstructure built up, in Christ. Peni- 
tence, faith, humility, self-abasement, holiness, md 
love ; these are the life -diffusing veins which ran 
through the whole of this blessed volume. Like the 
holy record from which it emanates, and whose 
spirit it hath imbibed to an extent that leaves other 
formularies far behind, it is suited to every age and 
country, and to every shade of human necessity : 
among the loftiest and yet the most intelligible of 
devotions: formed by its chastened piety to check 
self-inflation ; by its simphcity to curb the fights of 
unhallowed fancy ; by its meekness to depress the 
arrogant ; by its confidence to raise the despondins ; 
by its purity to awe the vicious ; and by its entir* 
contexture wonderfully fitted, as an instrument of 
the Redeemer's mercy, to render fallen man " meet 
topartakeof the inheritance of the saints in light.' — 
Not the least of its excellencies is this, that so viaX 
a portion of the Scriptures is interwoven into it ; to 
perhaps a threefold extent beyond what would be 
expenenced in any place devoid of the use of it : and 
so systematically arranged, aud in such fullness, that 
a person who is unable to read, but ia regularly at- 
tendant at the Church, cannot fail to become ac- 
quainted with the entire New Testament, and the 
most important portions of the Old ; with every thing 
that can inform nim of his Creation and of his Fall, 
of his redemption and of his destiny; of his hopes, 
and of his duty ; every thing that can instruct aim 
in the person, offices, and relations of his Saviour ; 
in the merits of whose name and mediation all his 
prayer and praise are offered up. 

Of the advantage of these Articles and of this 
Liturgy, need I speak i They have been rendered, 

• Robert HiU. 




cUvine grace, a bulwark to the ^^Mtn" of ffi( 
^uurch ; ana, in her, of the nation. Compared with 
ther Churches and Societies, which have had no 
ich test, the contrast is strikine. Whenever heresy 
rerror has creeped into the fold, (and what earthly 
inctuary is free from such inroads ?} here has been 
criterion to convict its hypocrisy and denounce its 
uilt. 'I he wholesome effect oftnis is felt daily more 
id more, by compelling men to recur to first prin- 
ij)les ; and by confirming the interesting fact of 
Dw deeply our Reformers had imbibed the pure 
iters of life; insomuch that later days, however 
relling in superior advantages, have added nothing 
1 essentiab to their discoveries ; and may be safely 
ild, that their best wisdom will be to retrace the old 
kths, which these holy men explored with the 
mple light of the truth, sanctified by their sufferings, 
Dd glorified by their example. 
Upon the whole then, shall we wonder, that Dis- 
Bnt, when united with the candour of real piety, 
bould feel a pleasure in making this confession ! 
f The Church, it cannot be denied, professes the life- 
jjving doctrines of the Gospel ; favours every great 

TDCiple rescued from Rome by the Reformers ; and 
ts into the lips of the people a language of devo- 
ion, unrivalled in majesty, beauty, propriety, and 
wmprehension?" * 
Tliis, we repeat, is the Church, in her spiritual 
institution. And of this we conceive " the Bible 
id the Bible only" is the origin. This we verily 
ilieve hath in it no admixture of worldly authority ; 
jtliis wUl continue were the Establishment to cease 
'lo-morrow. Not a particle of this did the State be- 
rtow, and not a particle of it can it take away. 1'he 
iwer of the Ministry is derived, not from man, but 
>m Christ ; not through the medium of civil rulers, 

* Eclectic Beview, December, 1S29. 
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but by the hands of the Prelates of the Church 
And, in truth, whilst much is said from without 
about the human influence, and lording it over God's 
heritage, exercised in the Church of England, her 
Ministers are somewhat surprised thereat ; inas- 
much as they account it their especial privilege, that 
no ministry is so independent of human controul ; 
none in which a faithfiil pastor has such full scope ; 
none so freed from the domination of ignorance, of 
self- righteousness, and of oppression. * 

What then is The Establishrnent ? The Estab- 
lishment is the recognition and sanction of this con- 
stitution hy the state ; even as in civil enactments 
it laudably authorises much which the divine law 
had previously ordained. It is the approving of the 
stations of its Ministers through the country ; and 
securing for them means of subsistence, either by 
conferring a provision, or by legalizing one : — for, be 
it remembered, the mass of church property was 
not derived from the state, but from individnl 
bequest ; and is surely as sacred in itself, and u 
worthy of civil security, as the possessions of odm 
communities are allowed to be. 

Inherent in the Establishment is the system of Pft- 
lochial Divisions. By these, the faithful Minister rf- 
feetuates plans of good with a facility which will vatDly 
))e sought by one whose commission is itinerant, and 
whose charge is scattered. Such a system is accor- 
dant with the scriptural title of Pastor or Shepherd 
of a flock ; an epithet implying the superin tendance 
of a fold, sufficiently contracted for the eye to watch, 
and the staff to guard and provide for. How deeply 
this advantage is felt by the single minded pansn 

Eresbyter, who is content to serve his Master^ina 
umble sphere, devoid of the blaze of human popu- 

* This \a Bssigned, among other causa of preference for tlie 
Church, hy those two able and excellent men, the Rev. J. New- 
ton and the Jlev. T. Scott. 



_ ; I may appeal to (he acknowjedgment of some 
tKe most devoted of those who differ from us. {d) 
Thus far then have I adverted to the Church, in 
r membership, coostitutioo, and estahUshment ; 
1 of which, I would ask, is the principle uiucrip- 
•al or inexpedient 9 

III. By the national recognition of the supre- 
wy of the Gospel of Christ, the Divine Law he- 
mes theacknowledgedfountain of civil government, 
d of its ordinances. By the direct tendency of 

, the Christian religion possesses a stronger and 

■e universal hold among us than, perhaps, in any 
[ler country. It presents a front so extended, and 
t compact, that impiety and unbehef crawl, as they 
ght, in abject fear of the revelation they detest, 
iristianity is thereby interwoven through every 
ide of society. The Ught which comforts the poor 
Ui*B hut is the same from which the ruler's palace 
rives its chief splendour. Its righteous rays 
Sam over the throne of the monarch, the tribunal 
ithe judge, and the dungeon of the culprit ; ' 
^Kin^sreigv, and Princes (fecree justice." — Ac- 
lowledged to be " partand parcel of the law of the 
id," its sanctions ore the bond of the sovereign, of 
B l^ialature, of the magistracy, of every function, 
erea or civil. The Parliament and the Council 
liberate beneath its oath, and under its prayers. 
Y deed, judicial or executive, avows its obtiga- 
In fact, so universally is this the case, that 
itbing less than the utter annihilation of each 
rticle of the British constitution can erase it. The 
Buence of this is felt in manifold temporal and 
^gious considerations, which, by a Christian people, 
innot be severed from each other. The civil 
mctity given to the day of the Lord, is a ftatein- 
I with religion, productive of incalculable 
And it IS most obvious, that the Esta.^- 

ment diffnaea aholy influence ov«x ctci^ aa^R-v^ric^ ^ 
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in the land, as well of Non- 

e against such an institution because it is 
ly efficient to its purpose, would he to 
argue against efforts altogether, in as much as none 
of them are utterly effective. Efficient it is, how- 
ever, to an extent heyond all other agency. To 
make it answerable for every ahuse which has 
croeped into it, in violation of its constitution, would 
be far more uncandid than to make Di:.;ent answer- 
able for the heresy, schism, and perversion, by 
which many congregations are distinguished, who 
i ear that comprenensive name. I would not do the 
one ; and I therefore remonstrate against the disinge- 
nuousness of the other. If it be the case, that many 
districts are inadequately supplied with the means of 
grace, this may serve to shew, not that the principle 
IS evil, but that piety is cold, and man corrupt ; that 
necessity outstrips Denevolence ; that resources are 
wanted ; or that obliquities need to be rectified. Rit 
let it not be laid to tne charge of the Church, that 
her meagre revenues — of probably not much more 
than ttco millions per annum,* {e} certainly less than 
three, and much even of this as entirely private 
property, in the eye of the law, as any possession 
can be, — have not furnished an almost boundless 
population with pastors, and churches, and ordi- 
nances. If, in tne number of her clergy, a negU- 
gentor vicious minister may be found, is he made so 
by a Church whose call is of the most awful kind ! 
whose monitions may rcake the most rigbteoos 
tremble ; and whose sei-vices are the most awakeuing 
motives to diligence and heavenly- mindedness ? 

In the actual efficiency of the Church, we set 
houses of God open in every quarter of the l&jii) ; 
pastoral care extended over numberless districU j 

• Tbis act reals u^u pftrtiBmeutos documeiiw. (ej 
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lifold societies oftemporal and spiritual good; 
ihe Ijord's day a day of eternal blessings ; the p<ior 
,snd the children of tne poor gathered to the service 
f£ their common Saviour ; and prayer and praises 
)icIioed1>y thousands, who had otherwise remained 
ID darkness irremediable as the uncultivated ranger 
ft the Indian wilda. If the extent of ignorance be 
JBven now so lamentable, what would it be with the 
Kmoval of this light ? 

f Here let me speak boldly as 1 ought to speak. — I 
||4ew in the vast congregation now before me, far more 
'tb&Q a thousand of my poorer brethren. Will not 
liiany of you acknowledge, that, prior to the erection 
"this sacred edifice, you were living without God in 
world, in habits of soul -destructive ignorance 
sin ? Some of you are now the most diligent 
ndante at the ordinances of Christ ; and may I 
hope that there are some who are truly sanctified 
iait)i that is in Him ? To you I refer as evidence 
the divine blessing upon the ministry of the 
itablishment in the most defective hands. — Re- 
iber ye then ; none sought you out ; no house 
1 open its doors to take you in, but the Estab- 
lent. Mark also, the contrast between this and 
efforts. Some twenty years ago, private 
itj, with much labour and extraneous aid, erected 
Church in this town, with about one thousand free 
leelings. In the vast lapse of years, this was the 
'Itaiy attempt made here ; and this exceeds what 
done in most other places. Within the short 
e of seven years, the EstabHshment supplied ua 
1 upwards of six thQusand free kneeling.s ; and 
i8t of these in the most valuable part of the edifice, 
placing rich and poor on a level. There is 
ily a populous place adjacent that has not 
i the like benefit in some degree.* By state 
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aid, one hundred and thirty thoanand free kneeling I* 
have been supplied to the kingdom ; and by volnn- 1'" 
tary efforts one hundred and .seventi/ thousand more ! l*f 
and all this within the short compass of ten years. ' 
It ia as the opening of a vast vineyard of the Lord, 
hitherto comparatively closed. Would this have 
been done in any other way ? All experience Bn- 
Bwers, No ! — Could it have been done by the Church, 
if unestablished ? if the preservation of its noble fe- 
tries, with the parochial secular expences entailed 
upon it, in addition to those of its ordinances, had 
been thrown upon voluntary benevolence ? The 
reply is obvious, because the facts are so. — WitHa 
this short period, three hundred thousand fr« 
kneelings are already furnished. In the Schools of 
the Church, nine hundred thousand poor children 
are now being educated ; which is nearly one-half 
of the number needing such education.* Should 
she he still supported by the blessing of God, 
(who will, however, dispose of her as His wiadon 
may see fit) a few years would probably witness his 
doors open to the extent of the whole people of the 
land : — those would be no longer excommunicated 
to whom the Gospel was especiaUv to be preached: 
ft pastor would be tixed in every district adequate^ 
limited ; and such facilities would be bestowed fiff 
the fiirtherance of true religion, abroad and at home, 
as no nation hath yet beheld. Whether these holy 
results, — which are clearly obvious results of the sys- 
tem, — ^flow from the inspiration of God, or from 
some opposite source, judge ye. 

Nor let me be thought to imply reproach to 
others. What zeal could do in voluntary efforts, 

smaller extent: HarboTne, Handswortli, West Brotnwich, Erding- 
ton, .Moaeley, Shirley, Walsall, IVeilneabury, Wtilverhunpton, 
Netherton, BilstoD, t'oBeley, &c. 

■ See Report of Sucielv fur promoting Chrietian Knowledge, 



1 

many nonconfonniug congregations have done : and 
those moat especially whom ! should not call Dia- 
senterB ; who jet allow themselves to he branches of 
the Establishment, and <lisown no part of her consti- 
tution ; — I need not name the Methodista. To them 
nothing ia wanted e-vcept the means. But are genera- 
tions of immortal beings to glide unheeded into eter- 
nity ; " until the Spirit he poured upon us from on 
high," to turn the hearts of all to seek the Lord .' 
The Establishment is an engine to convert much of 
the " mammon of unrighteousneas" to the securing 
" everlasting habitations" for many destilute ; em- 
ploying in the cause of truth much that would other- 
wise mat in corruption, or be exerted in the cause of 
evil.* 

That sad hour which should destroy the Estab- 
lishment would utterly extinguish the light of truth 
to thousands. A National Church is bound, as far 
W may be, to provide instruction and giace for those 
»ho are not able to procure it for themselves. Over- 
tluow it, and that is overthrown upon which the 
cbinLS of the people are irresistible. Whoever hath 
BB jnterest in its destruction, the poor have the 
devest interest in its perpetuity and support. I 
cSDHot beUeve iu the pious zeal of this or any age to 
compensate the loss. The hand would be a daring 
one to make the experiment. The Sabbath would 
indeed return, but not with its present mercies. It 
would be, as in vast districts of the I'nited States of 
America it is ; where it brings not the delight and 
joy which all may here partake : for year by year 
passes on, and the ministry and ordinances of Cnrist. 
come not. — The door of many a faithful parish pas- 

" " If no coercive power were admitted, it is probable, \hai 
covetouaneaa woulil drive mim)' into dissenting parties, in order 
to save their tithes, or other poasesBions. So that none can rea- 
sonably blame a goromment for requiring siicli general centribu- 
lions." This is the candid remark of Dr. Doddridge, lecture 87. 

oa 
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aid, one hundred and thirty thousavd free kneelingi 
have been supplied to the kingdom ; and by volun- 
tary efforts one hvndred and xeventy tftousand more t 
and all this -within the short compass of ten years. 
It is as the opening of a vast vineyard of the Lord, 
hitherto comparatively closed. Would this have 
been done in any other way ? All experience an- 
swers. No ! — Could it have been done by the Church, 
if unestablished ? if the preservation of its noble fa- 
brics, with the parochial secular expencea entailed 
upon it, in addition to those of its ordinances, had 
been thrown upon voluntary benevolence? The 
reply is obvious, because the facts are so. — Within 
this short period, three hundred t/iovsand free 
kneelings are abeady furnished. In the Schools of 
the Church, nine hundred thousand poor children 
are now being educated ; which is nearly one-half 
of the number needing such education.* Should 
she be still supported by the blessing of God, 
(who will, however, dispose of her aa His wisdom 
may see fit) a few years would probably witness her 
doors open to the extent of the whole people of the 
land ; — those would be no longer excommunicated 
to whom the Gospel was especiaUy to be preach«<i: 
a pastor would be fixed in every district adequately 
limited ; and such facihties would be bestowed tot 
the furtherance of true religion, abroad and at home, 
as no nation hath yet beheld. Whether these holy 
results, — which are clearly obvious results of the sys- 
tem, — flow from the inspiration of God, or from 
some opposite source, judge ye. 

Nor let me be thought to imply reproach to 
others. What zeal could do in voluntary efforts, 

smaller extent : Harborne, Handgworth, West Bromwich, Erdlng. 
Ion, Moseler, Shirley, Walsall, Wediieabury, WulTerbamptoii, 
Netbertan, UUston, C'useley, &c. 
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many noDconformiug coagre^lions liave done : and 
^ose most especially whom I should not call Dis- 
inters ; who yet allow themselves to he branches of 
'r^e Establishment, and disown no part of her conuti- 
'tntion ; — I need not name the Methodists. To them 
Slothing is wanted except the meanx. But are genera- 
' tions of immortal beings to glide unheeded into eter- 
^ty ; " until the Spirit be poured upon us from on 
wigti," to turn the nearts of all to seek the Lord ,' 
^[he Establishment is an engine to convert much of 
Ifiie " mammon of unrighteousness" to the securing 
jj^ everlasting habitations" for many destifule ; em- 
ploying in the cause of truth much that would other- 
#186 rust in corruption, or be exerted in the cause of 

That sad hour which should destroy the Estab- 
ihment would utterly extinguish the tight of truth 
thousands. A National Church is bound, as far 
may be, to provide instruction and grace for those 
are not able to procure it for themselves. Over- 
it, and that is overthrown upon which the 
ms of the people are irresistible. Whoever hath 
interest in its destruction, the poor have the 
ipest interest in its perpetuity and support. I 
inot beheve in the pious zeal of this or any age to 
'oompensate the loss. The hand would be a darine. 
one to make the experiment. ""-■•- 
indeed return, hut not with its pres» 
would be, as in vast districts of the " 
America it is ; where it brings not tin 
joy which all may here partake : for ] 
passes on, and the ministry and o '* — 
come not. — The door of | 

eovetuuiness wnuld drive mi 
to aave their titlies, or other 
■onably blame a government 
Uona." This is the candid ' 
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tor would be closed, where a resource has alwsn 
been open for misery, and couDsel and advice ror 
difficulty. The first place to which the poor resort, 
as they ought, in perplexity and distress, are the 
houses of the clergy : and there relief is seldom with- 
held to the extent of their means ; and very often 
afforded, I speak adrisedly, beyond their means. 

There are some who talk of the revenues of the 
Church, as partly belonging to the poor. Untrue as 
this is, let but the State restore to the Church wfa»t 
the unprincipled avarice of former days seized for 
private aggrandizement, and she may willingly take 
charge of all. But to appropriate a portion of the 
revenues of a Church, which, to use the words of a 
great patriot statesman, " hath, God bless it, but o 
poor pittance,"* and which is quite unable to afford 
suhsist«nce to its present ministers, much less to 
meet the wants of the population ; — this might, no 
doubt, lighten, in a slender degree, the rates from 
the shoulders of the rich, but would leave the poor 
far more wretched, and the state burthens far heavier, 
than it found them. Who, in fact, would profit, 
save a few wretched persons, to revel their transi- 
tory hour in the plundered piety of better men ? This 
is no theory. P'or thus it was in England at the 
Reformation ; in France at the Revolution. In each 
country, indeed, the Establishment was corrupt in its 
vitals, and overflowing with wealth. But, instead of 
reforming and preserving its endowments for their 
sacred purpose, they were seized, under pretence of 
benefiting the poor. Did it benefit them ' Let his- 
tory answer the que-^tion ; and it will proclaim this 
everlasting truth, that, as the welfare of the poor is 
among the most sacred objects of true religion, it will 
never be fiirthered by the promoters or the gains of 
sacrilegious robbery of the heritage of God. 

* l^rl or Chnthan). 



IV. The page of history hath been ransacked to ' 
'q>eak evi] of the Church of England, That she 
9atb erred, by persecution and intolerance in former 
^ys, is as true of her as it is of every sect of I^roles- 
mts ; who, issuing from the fiery furnace of Rome, 
mg retained the smell of fire upon them. But, as 
ie present Dissenters might justly account it bigotry 
|b charge theni with the persecution of the Church 
bid of rival sects by their forefathers ; we may 
Mteem it equally so, to encounter a similar wTetched 
'■ccusation.— It cannot be deniecl, that the moat 
jdorious periods of our annals are identified with the 
WHiour of the Church. For the delivery of this 
iKalm from darkness and despotism, we are indebted, 
bot to the nobles, not to the people, but to the 
nishops and Clergy. The burning stake and the 
BiBrtyra' blood were the first fruits of the Church to 
Brae cause of civil and religious freedom. Cranmer, 
ntidley. Hooper, Latimer, and their coadjutors; 
Utese were the men whose sufferings wrested, from 
me iron grasp of papal tyranny, that hberty where- 
nnth manv rsg*^ against her who bought it for them. 
At a much later period, when James II. influenced 
iby the same organized foe to truth and conscience, 
'jiroQld have trampled all law and right beneath his 
^t, by whom was he withstood ; Not by the parlia- 
^nt, not by the people. They yielded every privi-'J 
Bege unto him. The Bishops and Clergy, they again« 
KOod alone ; alone had courage to resist arbitr^fyw 
M6wer, and sustain their oaths. No interest was aCT 
pake, but that of conscience. To their resistance wtA 

Ere the Constitution, under whose wings we have-" 
ng been sheltered ;— to the resistance of men 
feho afterwards exchanged rank and wealth for po- 
verty and persecution, sooner than violate then alle- 
giance to the prince whose tyranny they alone had ^^ 
lourage to oppose. 



V. The Chnrch of Rngtand has been finemost in 
iefeaAhii: the iaith. and etacidating tbe oracles fi 
God. ^Tien heresy or impiety, in whatever garb, 
has started from its den. genuine Christianity ha* 
never lacked a champion &om her pale, to ooravel 
its aophi^try and blight its hopes. Crospel purity 
has foond with h^r its truest advocates and its bireit 
exemphfication : and practical theology its especial 
resting place. On these accounts, " her praise is 
in all the churches," who enjoy the catholic treasnm, 
which her learning, wisdom, and piety, havediffbsed. 
The mere name^ of Jewel, Hooker, Hall, Field, 
Jackson, Leighton, Hammond, Usher, Taylor, Rey- 
nolds, Hopkuis, Pearson, Barrow, Beveridge, Butlet, 
Sherlock, Horsley, and many others, are dear ta 
every branch of Christendom. — In the same precioai 
band, I cheerfully enroll the names of many enUDent 
non -conforming divines ; but cannot forget that tliWC 
brightest lights are those which were kindled at tlw 
altar of the Church of England. 

VI. It would be unthankful and unwise not te 
note the tokens of divine favour , evinced in the bbk 
tection of the Church, and in the fruits of the Hdj 
Spirit within her. How often has the shield of Al- 
mighty goodness been extended over her! When, at 
the firet, she struggled for the restoration of that 
Gospel truth, which lay buried under the pile of m- 
perstitions, the premature decease of Edward VI. 
left her a helpless victim to Roman tyranny ; and 
deeply did it revel in the blood of her best sons. Most 
were silenced by exile and the stake ; and the li^ 
seemed almost extinguished, when the unhappT 
Mary was taken away, and the Church, rose W)W 
life and spirit renewed. — ^This was succeeded by K 
more unnatural and long-protracted struggle with 
Dissent ; in which, after much error on both sides, tb* 
latter triumphed. She was brought to the dust: htt 



Im^ ^"^^ from their cures, and even the use of her 
lintual liturgy proscribed, under heavy penalties. 
rith the Restoration, she revived again ; but only to 
encounter a fresh conflict with Popery, her ancient 
foe ; who has never been charged with want of pene- 
tration, and who has always marked out the KngUsh 
Church as the moat powerful barrier to her corrup- 
tions ; and at that time found her, as heretofore, the 
only one. This storm passed away : and the Bill 
<>f Rights, in confirming the blessings of a Protestant 
■constitution, identified with it the security of the 
National Religion. 

As in thesft deliverances we recognize the divine 
jirotection, we may also build upoo them a ground 
of hope. Nor ever did the lavor of God appear 
more strongly with us than now. Let us not estimate 
that feror hy human popularity, but by the fruits of 
&e Spirit within us. We see it in the vast erdarge- 
tnent of usefidness, and in the putting away of cor- 
zoptions. We see it in the increase of faithful 
Ministers, and of pious and benevolent institutions; 
inl^e wide diffusion of the scriptures; and in the ex- 
feitded efforts for education and instruction. We see 
it in' the increasing sense of the responsibility of 
communicating the Gospel to heathen lands. — Will 
not our missionary record disclose the names of cer- 
tain of the holiest of men? Do not the congrega- 
tions of Schwartz and Gerick6, and the rest, invoke 
& blessing upon the Church which sent them forth ? 
Has not the solitary mitre of the Indian diocese 
ghded, with melancholy rapidity, over heads as devot- 
ed to the Redeemer's cause as the Apostolic age would 
have produced ? — upon men who gloried in no loftier 
title than that of " Chief Missionary"" to a benighted 



" It was Bishop Heber's fivourite epithet : and ererj Preli t^.j 
who has occupieJ that aeat would eciuaUy have rec^^vMi "^^ 
the proudest title of a Minister of JeaUB. ~" ~ 



world ? There is no Church, her enemies htatf ' 
judges, ill which more consistent Christians majf 
he found. There is none, the constitution of which 
is so well suited to preserve unity, without sacri- 
fice of sacred principle ; and to avert that dis- 
union among believers which is so deeply felt and 
lamented by the wise and peaceful of other congre- 
gations. Nor is this a slight explanation of the 
cause, for which the government by Bishops was uni- 
versally established over Christendom in the age of 
the apostles. 

In conclusion, I may truly say, that it would be a 
source of deep regret to me did necessity often call 
for discourses upon the subject of this day. The 
everlasting Gospel is theproper topic of pulpit disser- 
tation. It matters little to wnat Church that man be- 
longs, who, by an unconverted heart, is alienated from 
the life of Christ. Membership with a pure brancb 
of the living vine may increase his condemnation, but 
will not save his soul. It has been my duty to urge, 
what will never be disproved, that the Estahl^- 
ment of this country is lawful, is scriptural, is most 
expedient : that in eveiy age she has been blessed of 
God, and a blessing to his people ; that she has been, 
and is increasingly, the most powerful instrument of 
divine light, and tne most conspicuous pillar of re- 
vealed truth ; and that the hand which is raised for her 
destruction israised, however unwittingly, against the 
Spirit that dwells within her : and that it behoves, 9t 
least her pious opponents, to seek with care, and ex- 
amine with candour, before they join the Edomean 
cry " Down with her, down with her. even to the 
ground:" and, in the face of unrefuted facts, to ask 
themselves, " How shall I curse what God hath 
not cursed, and how shall I defy what the Lord hath 
not defied ?" — But it is also a duty to remind yott 
again, that impiety and carnal-mindedness are tlv 
m»in source of ner daug«t -, \)«ceiitt%«i ^Wj «,i«wfaiidH i 




source of the divine displeasure. What does it , 
profit that she has the support of manj who are desti- 
tute of that spirituality, which is her life ; and averse 
to those self-denying doctrineB, which is her essence ? 
What her destiny is to be, we know not. Perhaps, 
for herpurificatioa and the cause of godlinpss, it may 
be neediul that she suifer. These professing times 
may require the spectacle of a body of ministers, pre- 
pared to sacrifice every thing, if the will of the Lord 
be so. And there are evidences that they are not 
anprepared to meet it. T he more the Cbnrch seems 
|«ndangered, the more the love of her faithful sons 
HBcreases towards her. They have glorious ex- 
■Bnplefi, left by their predecessors in former days ; 
beii who in her cause counted not their lives dear un- 
B themselves ; and took joyfully the loss of all which 
Hbe world could bereave them of. Nor do I doubt, 
K,a similar hour should come, but that the Divine 
iKiiritwill vouchsafe to them courage to act the part 
Kiiioh becomes those wbo are set to sustain a Chria- 
nUn Nation's Faith, and to manifest its power in 
uheir own souls ; being ever ready to " go forth unto 
ffffirist without the camp, bearing his reproach." 
■^Should I remind you of the blessings which the 
DBbiirch conferred upon your fathers ? She brought 
Bkem forth, from the dungeon of mystic Babylon, to 
Hie glorious liberty of gospel light. She broke ii-om 
Bteix shoulders the debasing yoke of idolatrous igno- 
^^ce and spiritual domination, which chained the 
Bfttional energies to the earth. She presented to all 
Bte Word of God, in a version the general accuracy 
E£ which has made it the popular standard of truth 
nith every sect of believers among us ; and the sub- 
G^nity of which has given, both the tone to our: ] 
Iwiguage, and the inspiring breath to our theology, 
nFalk through the breadth and length of the Cbris- 
n/tn world, and place, in opposition to her, that 
l^hurch 01 party which has giveo bo ^vuc^ ^ ^^t^., 





so sound a creed, so holy a liturgy ; which nasi 
honoured by so noble an army of martys, by 80 
goodly a. fellowship of teachers and evangelisU, bj 
so gloiioiis acompanyof faithful servants of Jesus 
Christ. Thousands " of the spirits of the just made 
perfect" have loved and blessed her ; because with 
ner they found enough to suffice the weary soul, 
and guide it on to Heaven. — It is not that we do not 
love the man, who, in the meekness of a tender con- 
science, cannot conform to the Church's rites : it is 
not that we do not sooth and direct the sincere in- 

anirer after truth : it is not that we do not respect 
iie disputant, who, in the calm dignity of Chris- 
tian examination, questions the solidity of our prin- 
ciples, and the propriety of our discipline. Par from 
it. To all such, be the meed of attention, sohcitnde, 
and aifection, ever paid. But, this is nol the oppo- 
sition we have to contend with. Our conflict is wrth 
a bitter in discriminating hostility, which prefers to 
join hand in band with the common enemies of God 
and goodness, rather than to seek cordial unity and 
love with the friends of both. 

If you, mv friends, have received such blessiiig 
from above, as topossess your souls inapatient seek- 
mg after glory and immortality ; if you are rest- 
ing in a Saviour's peace, and enjoying a Saviour's 
consolation, you will be not be found among the 
angry assailants of the Church, you will bMvt 
enough to guard against the enemies within yen. 
Your own heart will present to you a seat of cor- 
ruptions, more important for you to watch over and 
suodue. Those wno are least conversant with this 
work, are the foremost in the conflicts without. 
Those who know the Church best, love her best. Tbty 
liide not their eyes to her faults ; they are the mort 
solicitous to remove them : but they do not forget 
that a community " without spot or wrinkle, ot a 
siioh tbiag ," is not defti^ed for this Btat« <tf 1 
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and they feel and know that the venerable parent of 
the National faith dispenses blessings with an over- 
flowing hand throughont the country which they love, 
and the prosperity of which they cannot separate 
from the prevalence of religion. — Study, then, I 
beseech you, with prayer for divine aid and direc- 
tion, to know what the Church really is, and to esti- 
mate more esperimentallv her means of grace. You 
will find the benefit thereof bv an increase of feith in 
the oracles of God ; by a fiiUer reliance on the Sa- 
viour's merits ; by a growing conformity to his ex- 
ample ; by more fervent 7,eal in the promotion of 
his cause ; by a patient continuance in well doing ; 
by an enlarged love towards " all who love Him m 
sincerity ; and by ardent desire, in the spirit of the 
Church, for the hastening of the predicted time 
when " all who confess his holy name shall agree 
in the truth of his holy word, and live in unity and 
godly love." 

And, finally, whilst 1 would have you survey the 
beauty and strength of this city of your God, which 
will best appear when most contemplated, remember 
that it is a sanctuary built by sounder piety and 
hoher zeal than any which this age presents ; and 
that true patriotism and true religion, which are 
inseparable from each other, require you to sustain 
and oand it down to those who shall come after you. 
But take good heed that you place not your confi- 
dence in the outward comeliness thereof, but in the 
ever-guiding Spirit alone, who dwelleth within her, 
the Omnipotent Fountain of life, of sanctification, 
and of defence. 

Then, Walk about Zion, and go round about 

HER, AND TELL THE TOWERS THEREOF. MaRK WELL 



HER bulwarks; consider HER palaces ; THAT YE 
MAY TELL IT TO THE GENERATION FOLLOWING. FoR 

THIS God is our God for ever and eves. Hh 
WILL BE OUH Guide unto death. 










I.)_I use the t«rui Kalional Church Eilabliih 
used, would hnve it alwaya understood) ; because Uu- 
not object to alt Eilatlii/imcatii inBnmuch as, according 
l^al definition, tbeir own edifices ore eatablighed, i. e. lane- 
their use and property bjf law. Their Ministers also 
id exercise certain privileges derived to them, in their 

Spoils capacity, Irom the civil government, as exemptions from 
tat; ana civil ofiicis. Imposts, &c. Nay, some at them receive 
!ct pajment fi-om the state, bj participating in the national 
suit to nonconforming Ministera, called the Rtgium Danam. 
Tie principle then of Establishments, i. e. ecclesiastical property 
iRicttoned by law, and \e^\ religious privileges and support, is 
Kunised by them. Hence they are accustomed to Epeali of the 
htwnal Church merely as '^IheEndoved Church t" as for instance, 
tev. G. Clayton, the respectable author of a Funeral Sermon upon 
nexemplory Christian, Mr. T. Preston, speaks of the preference 
t that good man, " for the forms and ritual of the Endowed 
fnrdi." The phraseolggy, however, is inaccurate; for many of 
lunr places are endonied. — Wherefore, it appears, that not tg 
burches titabliihed by law, nor yet ptivllfgid by law, nor yeC 
does the objection iuiply. The controversy then iS. 
Towed ; and I believe that, if all could view it with an 
bcurate and unbiassed eye, it would be fbund to rest upon a slip. 
"tty basis. 

(6, pofe S.)— TlieC/iHi««B Cuardiau for December last, conlaina 
(^letter from Dr. Adam CUrte, in which that humble and holy 
i^olar avows bis heaitfelt attachment to the Church ol'Englan^ 
■ " the purest National Church in the world;" his " love lor her 
ioctrines and sacraments, which constitute the essence of a, 
jburcht" his " veneration for her orders, and esteem for her hier. 

pjiy ;" adding, " the Methodists as a body are not Dissenters ; 

— -■ ■ trust, never will be ; though we are not episcopally or- 
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_., ..jw i^and, but we can heof oaeaMi., . 

Cliuich has our warm attachment ; and if the time sbouM et 
(which Dku neplahe), that the bodies of various Dissenters were 
to rise up against the Church, the vast bodies of lUetfaodiiU 
would not hesitate a second to be jouc light inlkntry. We 
call you Motlicr Churc/i, because our tijunders were clergymen of 
your Church, and our religioua principles are those, and thue 
alone, of the Church of England. Yet shew us haw we can be 
more readily united, so as not to be prevented from doing Ilie 
work which God has ^ven us to da, and my heart and hand shall 
be with you." — It is justice to acknowledge, that the respeelable 
organ of this body, the Weilegiia Megaiipe, has deservedly claimed 
to itself the honourable distinction of not joiniug in the ungodly 
outcry against the Establishment. 

(c,^a^e21.) — That the original Kon-confurmists did not only 
sustain Estabiishmenta, but regarded themselves as still niembera 
of the National Church, 1 quote the fbilowuig passages fiim 
Matthew Henry, speaking for his brethren : — 

" We do hereby solemnly profess, and shall take all occafaoiu to 
repeat it, that we celebrate our religious assemblies in commlt- 
nion with all that in every place call on the name of Jetut 
Christ as Lord, hotli theirs and ours. We neither say nor da 
anything to the reproach nor prejudice of the National £alahlisb- 
ment. We take not upon us to arraign or censure the conititll- 
tions of it, or to pr^udice or despise those who adhere to timk. 
But in those few and small things wherein our apiirebendnni 
differ (whilst in the most and greatest of all we cortflHllj tfftt'i 
we desire faithfully and conscientiously to walk accordiuK totbe 
light that God has given us ; charitably believing tliut others da 
so too, whom we hope to meet in the general assembly of the 
flrst-bom, though now we are divided in Jacob, and siatlerrd in 
Israel. This profession we make in the sincerity of our hents, 
with a resalution, by the grace of God, never to act contrary to 
it. And now may we not claim it as our right to be owned and 
looked upon as members of the Catholic Church ; though a weak 
and small part of it, yet a part of it, and, t trust, not a cormpt 
part ; and being united with our brethren of the other tribes uniur 
one civil government, and being (abundantly to our satis&ction) 
within the same allegiance, an^ even in our religious interesi^ 
taken intathe same protection, »e i« not vihy ve ihouU not b 
looked upon ai belonging to that part n/ the Catbullc CfinrcA vJUet 
Gad"! oiPH right hand kalli planted in tl.ea kiogdomi. 

" Let us much mare give God praise for the Notional Estab- 
li^ment of our religiun, with that of our peace and civil liberty. 
That our Canaan is not only a land flowing with milk and honer i 
but, which is of much greater advantage, that it is Immanuel's 
luid (laaiab viil.) ; that the Chiia^ian tcI^ou, that choice and 
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rbich was 90 early planted in our lanil, is atill gi'O^ 
id flouriBhing in it, in despite of hU tlie attempts of ttfa 
IweTB of darkness to root it out; that it is reflned tVom tif- 
[1 corruptions which the Church of Rome had, with tlir 
tp of ignorance and tjranny, introduced ; and that the Refidi-. 
"~ — was in OUT land a national act; that Christianity, thvik 
I, is Biippurted by good and wholesome laws, and is ti ' ' " ' 
with the very constitution of our government." — Spealci 
Protestant Dissenters, he adds, "The mercy is more sei 
It, because it Is not long since our religion, and all the d^ 
es of it, with all its supports, were on the brlnli of ruin ; an<^ 

, Isaac upon the altar, lay ready to be sacrificed Co the malice of 

]0Ur Popish enemies ; and had ikt ihip then tvnli, our cabin caxld not 
'fiave *«B prcKrvedy^SepaTaliOR vUhiiul Rebellion. 

In truth, the original Dissenters, t>e it ever remembered, 
not leave the Church, though they were forced out of its ministry 
They ever considered themselves its members, and occasionally n^ 
teaded its services and its ordinances. None of them declined^ 
Jiointraeot to spiritual chareea by the State. Philip Henry, Hom^ 
' and Alleine (the celebrated author of Che " Alarm to the Unna- 
verted") are ontv names among a vast number of others IMi 
Eminent. These', indeed, were men (tu use the beautiful lu). 
iSnage of u living Prelate) " from whom it is matter of pain to diffe^ 
fiid with whom itinmaCter ofsatiafiution when we can agree. Id 
l^rlouB degrees, indeed, they had Cheir errors and perpleiitld^ 
Heir doubts and scruples. But they now cqjoy their Sabbath^ 
PSteynow rest from their labours; in a world, where, to the Aai 
^icTely pious, all honest errors are forgiven, all peqilexities alii, 
^entangled, and all doubts and scruples are for ever ot an end." 
.— 5iiAQ) Jehb'i Sermoiir, p. 16S. 

It is also remarkable how near wise and good men approoul^ ■ 
.irtien a party object is out of aigbC. The view which Che vaw | 
". holy mind ijf Hooker grasped at the first, and a 
inst the Puritans, with areument, eloquence and piety yet ut& I 
alleled, in his imperishable work, has been embraced and etr- I 
:ed, in their controversies with diflercnt branches of non-coiy I 
,__ nitr, by the Cwo most commanding intellecCa that modem I 
t^Bsenf can boast of. Fuller and Hall ; the one against the Stai I 
' Onanians, andthe other on behalf of 0]>en communion. I 

That the advocates of the modem notion of the utter discTV; I 
tncy of Church and State, of the total oppoaition between reW I 
Lin and politics, and of the unscriptural character of the Churclt J 
England, are practically compelled to abandon all these princU j 
8, in a considerable degree, when removed from the pale oPi 
itroversy, theevidence is not doubtful- Of «a(ii>im/ converslonifi H 
it of the South Pacific Islands, ia Che only one that hasoccurreo 
laCe ages. This was eflected by MisaioniirieR of the Indepen- 
~* persuasion ; and the Almighty seems, in Cheir cose, to nartf 
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directly r^jfuted Ihe b^potliesis, Ihat tlie aid of priiites semi I 
not to prumute hia Gospel. Il appears, from tlie volumes i^ I 
,Mr. EIJu, as well ss from Mr. Montgomery's Journal ot'MeMn. I 
Tyennan and Bennett, that the SlisSonariefl laboured for nunj 
years with no elfect, until the civil authorities stepped in to tietp 
thera. Nothing was done, we are told, '' until the inishty monl 
change conimeni^ from the king himself" (Joiirn lit chapel) 
with the open annihilation of idolatry ; and this prcviotts to AJin* 
cimveriitia. Henceforth success waa aa rapid as before it had been 
hopeless. Upon this change, the identity of civil politics witti 
Christian pnnciples inatantly appeared. An entire new code oT 
laws became necessary for the islsnils. " A formal parliamenr 
was convened, consisting of " the royal family and the chietlh iht 
hereditary legislature, and the popular representatives." The Mil- 
sianaries, when applied to for co-operation, did not allege the utter 
incompatibility of civil and religious concerns, but immediately 
united with them. Over this Parliament, Mr. Nou, the CUtf 
MisiionaTg, preiidea — Subaeimently to this, at the inauguration of 
the infant king, all the details were adopteil, oa far as the circuo- 
stances would allow, of an English coronation ; and the office of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury was peribrmed by the Mis»onaria- 
The king waa brought forth to the people, bound to administer jui. 
tjce, anomted with oil, presented with the Bible, and admoaimed 
in the very terms used by the British Primate. (Chap. 33.)— 
From this, we may surely infer, that, in the opinion of our omw- 
nenta, the Ministry is not infected by contact with the State; £ut 

that Civil and Christian policy is one When, in addition to tbi>, 

we find the same Dissenters investing their Missionary, Dr. Flnl- 
lip, at the Cape, with an episcopal superintendence over hk 
brethren, it is not unfair to concfuiie that they do not conceive 
alt Ministers to be perfectly independent, nor such a tbrm uT 
Church Government unacriptural : — and when we see the learned 
Dr. Morrison translalins parts of the Liturgy into Chinea^ la 
well suited to promote the Gospel among that idolatrous people 
we discover a confession that neither are formulas in general, or 
mirf in particular, unchristian or inexpedient — I only ask then. 
How is our National Church so evil and unsound? seeing that 
the most holy, disinterested, and practical among our opponents 
account it their wisdom to recognise her disciplme, forms, and 
customs, as not only lawful, but even excellently calculated to 
flirther the cause of the everlasting GospeL 

That the question in dispute is unwarily influenced by party 
spirit, and betrays acute minds into palpable inconsistency, one 
proof may sullice. Mr. Orme, an able, but very severe ouponettt 
of the interference of civil governors with the Church ot Christ, 
in his Life uf Baxter, not only denounces the whole proceeding id 
Clinrles II. towards the Non-conformists, as intolerant and penr- 
I'Uliiig, IjuI ndduces it as a necessary consequence of thia cvU 



ptiiiciple. Vat, In the sanie woi^ he teltius that "magnal eifett 

of CromwilPt gmernmevl, irm the ipuTiJieati.m of Ibe Miniitry ;" and 
that, for Lhia purpose, be appointed » body if Tricra, partly of mi- 
nisters and partly uf laymen, whom he mvested, of his own plea- 
Hire, with full power to examine, and reject or retain at will, all 
the parochial ministers of the country — (voL i. chap G)~-imd of 
this the biographer approves — Now can any one deny, even if the 
whole tenor of hia worlia did not prove it, that Mr. Orme's mind 
WM sadly warped by parly prejudice, when he could r^ard this 
■rbitrary fist uf a military usurper, aa only " liable ta Uchnical ob. 
jtellaHi," so that to its principle none " will objedi" and at the 
same tune denounce the less extreme measure of a test, enacted 
by a legal sovereign and parliament, aa, in itself, a wicked and 
unauthorised inliusion into things beyond their province? The 
suae gentleman, aa a Mend informs mo, waa also wont to apeak 
with great Indignation of the neglect of the F^at India govern. 
ment m doing so little for the propagation of Christianity in their 
vMt territories. It was a Chriatian indignation revolting at 
■n unchriatian and untenable theory, which, lilie other good 
he would have built up by argument and demolished by duly 

(d, ptge S5) Dr. Chalmers has adverted to the practical espe- ' 

I tl^ceMPhilip Henry on the advantage of parochial spiritual aiiper- 
I intendimce ; a man who bad thoroughly experienced the result on 
hotfandea. Mr. William a, the recenteditorof Henry's life, en- 
deayoun in vain (as Ur. C. observea) to weaken the acknowledg- 
ment, by a note, which may possibly be applicable; but, for my 
own pirt, I confess myself not able lo understand it. I agree, 
iiowcver, with this gentleman's confession ; " It cannot be surpria. 
IdK that such a man as Mr. Henry should have felt sensibly on tbe 
■uqject. The sentiment was. Indeed, common, and ibr ainiilar 
reasons, to the hodv of Presbyterian Miniatera."— Nor is it un. 
common now. A clerical Iriend named to me a simiLir remark of 
a Dissenting Minister of the present day, who unites the piety 
with the candour of the best of thoae of olden time ; and n'fao wit- 
neHsed its effects, by residing in the cure of one of the most exem. 

plary of parish priests, the present Lord Bishop of X^ondon I 

f lose Willi the following testimony of Mr, Hall, which refers not 
less to the system than to the individuals ; and would to heaven, 
for the sake of our common Christianity, that Uiesenliment with 
which tliii extract closes may indeed be verified : — "- In justice to 
the Kstabliahed Clergy of the realm, I cannot but remark the 
great advance which they have exbihited during the last half ten. 
Kury. They have gone forth in numbers, rekindling the lamp of 
I heavenly truth, where before it bad burned with a dim and sickly 




(c,page 26J My asBertion Ihat the revenues of the Church are 1 
not mare thaa between Itco and litres milltoni per annum rests 
upon the highest authoTitv, viz. the Parliamentary Ketums. It 
has been denied. Upon what evidence? Upon none, except a 
reliance upon statcmenCa unsupported bj a single authority, and 
go grossly abaurd, that, upon any other subject, the prop^ton 

would be treated with unutterable scorn The Parljamentary 

Returns prove that the income of the Church in I8E5 was leu 
than l-aii inillimii lao hundred Ihoniaiid proundt. la there any evi- 
dence to disprove this ? Not a jot — Facts will apeak for them- 

selves to any candid common'Sens« person There are in Engknd 

and Wales, 4,361 livings under £1SU: of which 12 are under £10i 
46 between £10 and £20; IIS between £20 and £30; 246 be- 
tween £30 and £40 ; 314 between £40 and £S0 ; the same num- 
ber between £50 and £60 ; 3U I between £60 and £7U ; 278 be- 
tween £70 and £80; 261 between £80 and £90; 394 betweea 
£90 and £100. In IBIS, produce was high, so that the mun- 
berof poor livings must be increased. There are 2,626 livings 
without a parsonage; 3,183 in which it is a mere ctit ; bo that there 
are 4,809 livings where there is nii honse for a Miniater. — What 
efforts the Clergy have made to build houses for the sake of re- 
aiding may be seen in Mr- Hodgson's " account of Queen Arnie'i 
Bounty," who gives a return of £220,000 borrowed to build par- 
sonages ; thus saddling themselves with a heavy per rentage (br 
many years ! for it ia by instalments with interest that the money 
is repaid- Of parsonage houses, all the repairs devolve upon the 
Incumbents, or their executors, if they leave any property, which 
we well know, by melancholy evidence, is very often not the case. 
From the Incomes of the parochial ministers, at least £300,000 
must be deducted, for salaries to curates — l)t' the 26 Biahoprio^ 
doubtless a tew are wealthy ; but what are their demands P The 
public donations of more than one of them are between £3,000 and 
£3,000 per annum- Thereareonly twelve that pay their erpences. 
In the large dioceses, the expence of post-horsea costs a Bishop 
ftum £300 to £500. As to the rich bishoprics, Durham is valued 
at £I7|000. Does this go to the Bishop's private benefit P Let 
the memory of the late Bishop Barrington answer. His London 

rt, the late C- Butler, Esq- a Roman Catholic, asserted, that 
igh his hands had passed one hundred thouiavd pounds ^ven by 
the Bishop Co charitable purposes ( besides the vast sums be ex- 
pended in his Dlocese«— As a specimen of what men are capable of 
inventing, I have now befure me a vile paper or card, which is, I 
understand, widely circulated In this town, entituled "Nice 
Pickings, published for the penual of those who have to pay the 
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taxes," and in vhich the incomes of tbe BUbops are aotci 
■siroualy exa^eraled. but are Bctuallj' set down, at if tiiey vtrv 
jiuidj'rum Ihc U'xri. ' Can any peraon be so ignorant as not to know 
that the income of the BishujM is derived nulely/ront Undi, eniUm- 
me»lt,8i.ci Certainly ,tbe i:ompiler uf thia tivingu knew It; but 
ia this wilful ntanuer are the people deceived and guaited on. AS A 
a apiictmen of the exaggeraiiun of the amount, the Itisbopuf VVIiwf 
Chester is said io receive £9I),UDI) per annum : whereas, though tt ■ 
be one of the richest HL'SB, it ii well known not to exceed i;il,0lM. \ 
I'he Biabop of LiuhBeld is set down at £12,6!)l), vit!! 48 UmBgt \ 
and the desigo is to delude the unlearned reader with the notion 
that these livings are held by lie Bithup', instead of being inerely in 
tlulr gift. Now I know, from Miejlrit authoriiji, that the inuome 
if the See of IjL-hfield and Coventry doeB not exceed £3,500, an 
revenue Ibra Diocese of such immense duly and end- 
s. It would be well for the cause of charity and 
jety, if tlie first statement were true. In whose bmids among us 
~Hilili;i2.0U0beso expended? What part of this Diocese doei 
perience the exhaustless munificence and goodness of that 
A individual who presides over it P Tu whom docs the title 
" working Clergyman" belong, if not to a prelate whose lile 
one of unwearied toil in the cause of Christ and of his tellow- 
Y'et even liia universally acknowledged goodneai 
Kate his person irum the fury of a people misguided by 
: slumbering calumny. 1 feel sorely degraded in alluding 
pall Lhij But as these stories are as pertinaciously repeated aa 
_. d never been tonfuted, bo llie denial must he echoed 
.1 if it hud never been uttered. The invenlora of these tales 
WDUt the Churcli must have an amazing contempt for the people, 
.liefare they could thus insult their understanding. Ilut I ask, 
r is the proof of the riches of the Church P We seephy- 
j, surgeons, altomies, manufecturers, tradesmen, in every 
"ng fortunes f.>r their children, and sitting down in the 
ed wealth of their pursuit ; hut when do we see this in 
? Do their children grow up by the profits of their 
? What class is 50 poorly paid ? Whose attendance 
n punctual, uid whose fees ao meagre ? Nay, turn even to 
Ben*. The salaries of numerous Curates and Incumbents 
e much below the stipends uf Disaenling Ministers. How many 
'the latter, persons of common talents and education, obtain ftr 
lid what hundreds of the most learned anc' 
I of the Church ever reach 1 U'hese, indeed 
Dur at this want of wealth : — 



" There are who have i 
" Who, if diey havsnc 
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in the remaval of ihem aa tbe pBrochial clergy. Those comip- 
tiuns, by which sbe is reallj deliled and veakened, her rulers ire 
bound, at their peril, fearleBsly to cost away ; ever renieiiil)ering, 
that the straiifht.farward path is tiie road alike of Christian duty, 
and sound puUcT, which always dictalE the same course. To neg- 
lect it, will be to do all that her worst enemies can desire. Toil 
cannot be too often reiterated on the one hand ; — nor con it betvo 
manfiilly avowed on the other, that her miniBterx are prepared U 
stand or tall witb ber, as Imowing that her liiults do not affect her 
essence ; and that, even with them, ehe is more abundaiit in gnce 
and usefulnesa than any part of the visible body of Christ. 

I hesitate not to alBnn that there ia expended of Church pnv 
pert/ in benevolent objects, a proportion iar beyond IwentyjUi 
more than any other property In tbe nation. For instance, 1 lum 
by accident to the Report of the most universal charity in tk 
centre oKRngland, tlie Birmingham General Hospital : and (iml 
out of 700 persona subscribing, j^p-^arcfrreyrwii, which is abwE 
one in thirteiv. What is tha proportion of clergy to that of ixr 
sonsof superior and equal means In this wealthy and popuMt 
district? Not as one inmeralhundrtd. 
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PREFACE. 



Peculiar circumstances, which had occurred in the 
immediate vicinity of my ministerial charge, and of 
which more distinct notice is taken in a siibseriiieiit 
place, gave rise to the following Discourse, 

By a notable instance of perversity, (nor is it only 
a vulgar error,) the atheist, not nnfrequentiy, has the 
credit of being a deep-thinking man : in the eyes of 
his more simple-minded neighbours, he comes forth 
as a sort of genius, and his monstrous opinions are 
regarded as evidence of Iiis superior talents. Which 
captivating notoriety, if it does not tend to seduce 
others to become imitators or companions in his daring 
sin, serves, with the uiidiscerning at least, to throw a 
veil over its exceeding deformity. With the hope of 
putting an end to this delusion, of stripping off this 
specious disguise, and of showing by a plain and short 
argument, how that, so far from \iem^ e^xMie^^-XKi^JK^ 
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consideration on account of their supposed intellec- 
tual attalniDcnts, " professing themselves to be wise 
they became fools," these pages were at tlie first 
written ; — to expose the folly and to counteract the 
evil devices of the atheists of — — , was their pri- 
mary purpose. 

An anxious complaint made by one who openly 
avowed atheistical principles, of the want of all 
kindly feeling towards such as himself, and of the 
little care ever manifested for his instruction, by 
those who, professionally at least, are thoroughly fur- 
nished thereto, is oifered as an apology for the more 
extended circulation of a Discourse, which otherwise 
might claim no right to seek such publicity. 

With regard to the application of the term 
' atheist,' as it is here used, to denote more than au 
unbeliever or doubter, namely, a disbeliever, or one 
that denies the existence of a God, it may be neces- 
sary to explain that the term is so applied, only for 
want of a better. The most exact word for such b 
purpose would be, undoubtedly, thai lately pro- 
pounded by Dr. Chalmers, one which the critical 
reader will readily hail and adopt, viz. ' antitheist ;' 
but tliis, perhaps, would not be as acceptable to the 
popular ear : and, therefore, though it may not he 
considered by some as describing in precisely philo- 
nopliical terinsj the character of which we speak, yet 



vu 



as being often taken popularly in that signification, 
the present word has been adopted in preference to 
tliat which might be more correct, but would be more 
uncommon. 

Gladly would we have hoped, that, thus failing to 
find in our language a suitable expression for it, such 
an anomalous sin were indeed unknown ; but though 
it be a sin as it were without a name, though it be in 
contradiction to common sense, ** a glaring contraven- 
tion to all the principles of the experimental philoso- 
phy," we have known it, alas ! in real and active ex- 
istence. 

With permission from the author above referred to, 
I am enabled to reward the pains of my readers, and 
to stamp a real value upon their studies, by subjoin- 
ing in a quotation from one of his latest works, the 
subject-matter of the following argument, arrayed in 
the appropriate language of that pious and talented 
writer *. 

^ See Appendix. 
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Of many of the Psalms, we may say, we are able W 
give an account of them ; the circumstances unrfer 
which they were written are well known, so that we 
are at no loss to make a right application of these to 
ourselves when similarly situated : of some also, it is 
put upon record, that they were written in commemo- 
ration of certain events, as the 3d, 7th, Olst, 56th, 
57th, 63d, and 90th. Again, we can trace a marked 
correspondence between others and portions of the 
Sacred History, and so may give to these a somewhat 
definite interpretation ; or, lastly, in the historical 
books we may find sometimes the Psalm itself, in 
whole or in part, as in the second book of Samuel, 
twenty-second chapter, where it is written, " David 
spake unto the Lord the words of this song, in the 
day that tJie Lord had delivered him out of the hand 
of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul ;" and 
thereafter foJIow the words oftW e\^tK.ftT\<!u^;«^sa,. 

A& ■ 



But of this fourteenth Psaltn, I know of no snch a 
guide to assist us in determining' its origin ; there is 
one thing somewhat remarkable, tliat we find it ^ain 
almost word for word as the fifty-third Psalm, that is 
to say, in the Hebrew copies, and in our authorized 
Bible ; in many copies of the Septuagint, however, 
and in our Prayer-book's version of the Psalm, there 
are three additional verses, marked as the fifth, sistii, 
and seventh, which are altogetlier omitted in the fifty- 
thiid of the same copies and versions, and also botli 
in the fourteenth aud fifty-third of the Hebrew and 
its versions '. Without attempting to show the rea- 
sons of this difference, or enlarging at all upon the 
matter, it may be enough to say, that these Septuagint 
leadings are of excellent autliority. That tliey art 
genuine words of Scripture there is no doubt ; we find 
them quoted as such by St. Paul, in the third cliapler 
of the Epistle to the Humans, from the thirteenth to tb« 
eighteenth verses inclusive : and, seeing that tliey are 
placed by the Apostle in immediate connexion witb 



' In Walton's Polyglutt, the ailililinnal veraea are found in tbt 
Septuagint (Rom. edit.), tlie Vulgate, the /Ethiopic, and tin 
Arahk. The framers of our Liturgy retained the Psalma a: 
they atood in ' the Great Bible," or ' Cranmer's,' which was Ktllt 
more than a correction of ' MattbewV Bible, as was this again 
froia ' Coverdale's' and * I'yndale'a,' Bishop Coverdale hu tbi 
verHH alluded to in the fourteenth PBalm, with a note, that llMf 
are not in the original copy which he consulted : it seems, how- 
ever, lliat he had only a Hebrew copy for reference, and fol- 
lowed a Dutch and other versions. Tyndale translated Ctom 
the Septuagint : and thus it happens, that our Prayer'Book'E 
wrsian neither agrees altogether with the Hebrew nor with the 



others that are taken from the fourteenth Psalm, 
even from this circumstance, it would not seem an 
unreasonable supposition that they really form part 
of it. 

Though we cannot say precisely when, and with 
what purpose this Psalm was first written, it is com- 
monly supposed, however, from certain expressions in 
it, that it was at that time when David had been 
driven from hifi throne by the revolt of his son Absa- 
lom, and that it is descriptive of the general slate of 
his rebellious people in those circumstances. David 
had long been known upon earth as the distinguished 
servant of the Most High ; from the first he had gone 
forth in the strength of the name of the Lord of 
Hosts, and had publicly triumphed by it over the 
champion of the Philistines, and over their army : 
afterwards by the prophet of the Lord he had been 
anointed king over Israel; he had made it his boast 
also, tliat by the }ielp of the same God, he had been 
continually preserved from tlie hands of Saul, and 
from thom which sought his life; and now, when 
success was turned from him, and the times of trouble 
had fallen upon him, it made the enemies of the king 
and of his God to blaspheme, and " as a sword in his 
bones," so, he says, are the reproaches of his adi'er- 
BBxies, " white they say daily unto him, Where is thy 
God ?" They had foiiod their own wicked devices to 
prosper, they therefore said, " Tush, God seeth not, 
neither doth the God of Jacob regard:" and, finally, 
in their ignorance of His dealings and in their pride, 
they hail lifted up themselves against the Holy One 



of Israel, to say, " There is no God," " the fool hatli 
said in his heart. There is no God." 

But not to dwell longer upon these circumstances, 
my wish is to direct your attention most particularly 
to that striking proposition which forms the subject of 
the test, " The fool hath said in liis heart, There is 
no God." Now this may either be taken, Firstly, as 
the expression of a wish, " the fool hath said in his 
heart, no God," that is, would there were no God, or, 
I would have no God; or, Secondly, the words may 
be intended to declare the fool's opinion and assertion, 
that there is no God; and from the context I am 
inclined to think that both the one and the other were 
in the Psalmist's mind. " Have all the workers of 
iniquity no knowledge?" says David in the ith verse, 
" who eat up my people as they eat bread, and call not 
upon the Lord ;" and in the 2d and 3d verses, " Tlie 
Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of 
men to see if there were any that did understand and 
seek God ;" hut he says, " they are all gone aside." 
It would appear, then, that through the pride of lii^ 
countenance the wicked man is here boasting of hi* 
heart's desire, and that, as it is said in the tenth Psalm, 
" all his thoughts are, there is no God." 

Really such a man I have never seen, but that 
there are such we all of us have heard, and to our 
^ief be it spoken, it is said that in our own little 
corner of the land, men have been known to utter thL- 
blasphemy; nay, I have been informed that very 
lately our neighbourhood has been visited by some 
such, who with the very miud and spirit of their om 



13 

malicious father, the devil, have been using ih^ 
endeavours to turn away some of our people from their 
faith, and to instruct them in their own infidel imagi- 
nations '. 

While the Hod is thus going about seeking whom 
he may devour, it would ill become the pastor of the 
flock to be slumbering : and my desire is, to provide 
you, my brethreu, with such a weapon out of the 
spiritual armoury of heaven, as that you shall be able 
to cohfound and to put to flight your adversaries; — 
even that weapon which ilie weakest child of God 
may wield. His divinely inspired word. May His 
spirit so guide me to instruct you with the knowledge 
of its power, that with it you may be able to stand ^t 
and triumph in the e^-il day. 

Now as in selecting the pass^e of the sacred Scrip- 
ture before us, my object was to direct attention more 
particularly to that part of the character of an atheUt 
therein described, to wit, how plainly he is declared 
by the word of God, to be a fool; so it might seem to 
be unnecessary to have regarded the test in any other 
light than with direct reference to this particidar pur- 
pose; but as it should appear that tbht most extreme 
state of sinful folly lias grown out of another, that it 

< In a neighbouring parish, tome persons of thii Htamp had 
lately stolen firom the church many copies of the holy Scrip- 
tures, and after tearing them in pieces, had burnt ihem in iin 
adjoining meadow. Many copieH of Paine'a worst writings 
were issued from the same quarter in a sort of circulation f a 
reader going forth into the surrounding villages, and wherever 
he could gain admission into a cottage, or collect an audience in 
(pubhc-houtie, there he seduluualy d\aaB1IwaS«&\M^^£a^afwE<sf^. 



hath its origin even in that very same degraded ici^A 
that there were no God, it will not be without its use 
to offer a few observations upon that whicli was our 
first interpretation of the test ; seeing moreorer, that 
rarely aa we are shocked with the sight of the avowed 
atheist, there be a multitude of those that by their 
works deny God, and whatever may be their profes- 
sions, in their lives do manifest the wish of their heart. 
and say plainly, " we would not have Him to reign 
over us." 

Taking the words of the text, then, in the first 
place, as the espresaion of a wish, "the fool hath 
said in his heart, no God," that is, ' I would there 
were no God,' let ua briefly consider why this may so 
properly be denominated the wish of a fool. 

Granted then, tliat such a one had his wish, and 
that, to him at least, there was no God. Then is he 
wholly undone ! Can there be imagined a more miser- 
able being than this would be ! For to whom will he 
go, and to whom will he look under all liis immediatt 
helplessness ? Man is made up of wants. Thougli 
he acknowledge it not, he is essentially a depcndani 
for all the comforts, nay, for the very necessaries of 
his existence. But what are his resources in the ab- 
sence of a God ? Who has tlie power, the wisdom, tlie 
will, the faithfulness, the forbearance which it needs 
to snpply all his infirmities ? To what overruling Pro- 
vidence wilt he apply for protection under distress, to 
whom will he appeal for justice under oppression? If 
lie is a fool that acts contrary to what he knows to be 
lits best interests, then manifestly does that man de- 
aerve to b« to named, wUo wuu\&W\a&«^\uittat af a 



God. In God alone is \aid up that very fullness out 
of which his every want can be satisfied ; and wliat a 
beight of folly then must il be, to wish away, if it were 
possible, that one Being who is necessary to him for a 
day's existence ! 

But if such folly is manifest, even under the cir- 
cumstances of this temporal scene, how much beyond 
all calculation does it exceed in amount, when we have 
respect to the eternal state of man ! If he is a fool, 
that by the act of his own will, would put to extreme 
hazard (to say tlie least) all his prospects of happiness 
in this life, how much more, when by the same wish 
he inevitably involves his eternal interests iu the same 
hazard, rather I should say, in most certain ruin ? For 
to whom wilt he go for eternal life, when by God only 
18 the way ? There is no need of any enlargement 
here; surely nothing need be added to prove the 
point : upon the face of such a wbh, folly has set her 
broadest stamp. 

Alas ! then, for the whole world ! For the wish is 
one that pervades the universe ! In heaven above it has 
been known, and it overspreads the earth beneath. 
By such a sinful wish the fiillen angels lost their first 
estate: they would be independent of their God; 
therefore they were cast out of His more gracious pre- 
sence ; they were left to " eat tlie fruit of their own 
way, and were filled with their own deiices." And 
how many are tliey, whom " the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world" have seduced to their ruin with the 
same sin ! " Ye shall be as gods," is a far extending 
temptation among the children of men ; and its power 



is to be traced, wherever there is a desire to be in any 
degree indepeiideot of God for the sources of happi- 
ness. And therefore, may it not almost be said, that, 
" as soon as they are born men thus go astray ;" even 
in the discontent of the wayward cldld that hasteth tu 
be freed from the restraints of a father's home, we see 
proof of a proud and per^'erse heart, yea, a direct etep 
in the very way of atheism ! 

Parents ! ye that are blessed with the " heritage 
and gift that cometh of the Lord," let the subject stir 
up in you a remembrance of danger and of duty. 
Have you an infant of days, the desire of your eyes, 
in the sij^ht of whose loveliness tlie cares and anxieties 
of the world without are hushed and forgotten, for 
whom you fervently bless the heavenly Giver, for 
whose best interests you make your d^y prayer? — 
Even such a one as vour own loved one, beautiful as 
the day, fostered with all a mother's care and afTectioi], 
was once the outcast atlieist ! While contemplating his 
fearful course and end, you will mourn and weep for 
that lost child, for that afflicted mother; and your 
hearts will swell with an increasing tide of love towank 
your own little ones as yet unpractised in the sinuer's 
ways; — yet, rejoice with trembling: and by all the 
affection you bear them, see that you neglect them 
not Most mercifully are yonr children endeared to 
you by the strongest and loveliest of nature's boiids: 
let these earthly ties be sanctified, and let your interest 
for ihem extend beyond the narrow limits of their 
mortal course. O let the fulfilment of the most im- 
portant of parental duties advance hand in band with 
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these tender affections, fest tlirougli parental neglect 
it come to pass, that the wilful chihl grow up to be the 
hardened rebel against reason and against God ! 

But we must return to our text, for we have to con- 
sider it in another light. " The fool hath said in hb 
heart, there is no God:" is there a man that holds 
Buch an opinion, that makes such an assertion, that 
says, "there is no God?" He that thus thinks and 
speaks is declared to be a fool: a man, that is, devoid 
of knowledge and understanding. And his folly I 
shall presently go on to make manifest to you. 

But it may be useful to enquire itito some of the 
previous circumstances of the atheist's life and conver- 
sation. What were the causes which brought him, 
finally, to this condition ? The power of God's WTatli 
is stirred up against him, and to look upon him, he is 
as one that is tormented before the time : yet he is a 
man like any one of us ; how came he to be reduced 
to his present awful state ? 

In proceeding to mark the rise and course of atheism. 
it becomes a matter of thankfulness that in our expe- 
rience we have not a living example for our descrip- 
tion : and therefore not to speak upon mere conjec- 
ture, it will suffice perhaps to put you in remembrance 
of that which is written by the Apostle Paul and the 
prophet Isaiah concerning those idolaters, who having 
made shipwreck of their faith and obedience, " changed 
the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served 
the creature more than the Creator ;" for though the 
particular steps as well as the final result herein de- 
scribed must of necessity differ from those which are 
under our consideration, even as ti\e V^iAbShx &%Bt% 



from tlie atheist; yet the procesBes of the human 
mind and the dealings and judgments of God are 
generally similar in both cases. 

Born into this world, then, a rational creature of 
that great Being whose attribute of kindness and good- 
will to man is manifested over the wliole earth, God 
was not unmindful of him, that He should forsake tlie 
work of His own hands, or leave him without sufGdeDt 
means for the attainment of that understanding of the 
Deity to which he might arrive. Most certainly his 
Maker never left himself without witness that He iraa 
God, For, writes the Apostle Paul, " the invisible 
things of Him from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even His eternal power and godhead." And 
beyond all the tokens of this truth in the manifold 
works of creation, there were made express revelatioiu 
of it from heaven, which holy men spake as they weis 
inspired of God, and whose words were approved by 
miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by 
them. And by them, laws and commandments holy 
juat and good were given to tlie world, that men migbt 
keep them, and that it might be well with them, BdI 
above all things, did reason and revelation combine to 
show, that worship and honour and adoration were due 
to the Creator of all, who was declared to be ia thii 
respect a very jealous God, keeping mercy for thou- 
sands for tliem that loved Him and kept his coraiiiajMi> 
ments, but visiting the sins of the fethcrs upon tht 
children unto tlie third and fourth generation of th&a 
that hated Him. 
Aad tiat he should ivoV faJi^ gaAw ^iaa ■% 
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saults of the spirit of evil, the weakness of man was 
upheld with a sufficiency of divine strength : by warn- 
ings, by commandments, by tlireateninga, by promises, 
by a sense of duty and even of interest, by the con- 
straining ties of love, and by the never-ceasing voice 
of conscience, counselling him what was right and 
wrong, and urg^g him to choose the good and refuse 
the evil : by all this armoury of God, he was covered 
in the hour of temptation, in the day of his trial, 

But when, through the evil that was in thejn, men 
forsook the true God to fall down and worship the 
father of lies and to do his will, the Almighty was 
provoked to punish them : " the wrath of God was 
revealed from heaven against their ungodliness and 
unrighteousness, and because that when they knew 
God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were 
thankfid, therefore they became vain in their imagi- 
nations, and their foolish heart was darkened." And 
again says St. Paul, " even as tliey did not like to 
retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over 
to a mind void of judgment." That which might be 
known of God was nnaiiifested to them, they were not 
left in ignorance of Him, for " He had showed Him- 
self unto tliem :" but when they refused to give Him 
the honour due to His name, when after having been 
taught the trutli, " they held it in unrighteousness," 
riie fierce anger of God came upon them to tlie utter- 
most So the prophet Isaiah, after showing tlie Jblli/ 
of idolatry, that it is profitable for nothing, thus af- 
firms, " they see not, nor know, that they may be 
ashamed;" and again, " tliey have no knowledge, that 
■et up the wood of their (graven image, amb.^.-s'a.'i 'aasM* 
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a god that cannot save :" and again, " they liaTemt 
known nor understood." But wherefore ? Because, 
saith he, " He hath shut their eyes that they cannot 
see, and their hearts that they cannot understand, and 
none coiisidereth in his heart, neither is there know- 
ledge and understanding to say, I have burned part of 
it in the fire, yea, also I have baked bread upon the 
coals thereof. I have roasted flesh and eat«n it, and 
shall I make the residue tiiereof an abomination, shall 
I ^I down to the stock of a tree ? He feedeth on 
ashes, a deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he 
cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in 
my right hand ?" 

O ! but this is an awful state : a man shut up inl^) 
his folly, and that folly the root of a soul-destroying 
sin ! Let the wicked leave off while he may &om his 
wickedness, lest God smite him and make him a cune! 
The atheist is as Lot's wife, a monument of wrath and 
warning to the <lisobedient ! Disbelievers pretend at 
first that there is not proof enough of a God, but at 
last, it is no pretence at all, but a fearful reality, that 
they cannot see enough. This they pretend, I say, 
at first, because it is their wish ; they are continually 
offending against His laws, and therefore they will not 
see that evidence for the existenceof a Being whom they 
fear to meet in judgment. But now are such sinners 
un the brink of a precipice, and who shall stay them 
from falling ? For they that will not see God, becatwe 
their deeds are evil, because of the blindness of tbeir 
heart have their understanding darkened ; then, being 
further alienated from tlie life of God through the ig- 
ivace that is in them, tUeit \auV^tta\iA ^^t^ft^tirai U 
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more and more obscured : more ignorance is tlie pa- 
rent of more sin, and thus they come rapidly to be 
past feeling. 

It is by these ways, or by such as are analogous to 
these, that the wilful sinner is finally reduced to a state 
of folly that he cannot see. Therefore has blindness 
come upon him, " lie has made himself crooked paths," 
therefore is this now his condemnation. And there- 
after a deceiving heart is turning bim aside continu- 
ally, so that he shall verily think with himself that he 
ought not to believe ; though you were to put the 
truth before him ever so plainly, there is a vail upon 
his heart, he would " grope for the wall as the blind, 
he would grope as if be had no eyes, he would stum- 
ble at noonday as in the night." 

Hating thus seen from the beginning, and traced 
in some sort the whole course of the atheist, and the 
cause of his folly, let ua now proceed to consider with 
how much propriety and in what respects he deserves 
to bear the names by which he is called in our text. 
Does he say, that there is no God ? He is a fool in 
saying so, because he has no sufficient grounds for his 
assertion ; he says that which he cannot prove. And 
for this I will give you three short and plain reasons, 
and easy to be remembered, which may He that 
teacheth man knowledge make profitable to you ! 

For, Firstly, Who is it that stands up and makes this 
confident assertion ? A man ; a shadow that is, which 
fleeth away ; or, as a flower of the field, which, when 
"the wind passeth over it, is gone, and the place 
thereof knoweth it no more" for ever ; as " graaa* I 
. jlduch groweth up and ilourishetU in t)ae moxii\a^i« 




in tlie evening is cut down and withereth." But how, 
tlien, can lie tell of all that happened before he was 
called into existence ? Thus saith the Lord, " I form 
the light and create darkness ; where h the way where 
light dwelieth, and as for darkness, where is the place 
thereof, tliat thou shouldeat take it to the bound thereof. 
and that thou shouldest know the paths to the hoiue 
thereof? knowest thou it because thou wast then bora. 
or because the number of tliy days is great ?" He that 
reproveth God, let him answer it ; let him gird up his 
loins like a man, and say, " where wast thou when the 
Lord laid the foundations of the earth ? Declare, it 
thou hast understanding, who hath laid the measures 
thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the 
line upon it ? Whereupon are the foundations thereof 
festened ? Or who laid the corner-stone thereof, when 
the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of 
God shouted for joy ?" Unless he has always liveii. 
even before the worlds had a beginning, he who tlius 
speaks cannot prove the certainty of what he says :— 
but, lo ! he that makes this assertion is not a bundrpd 
y^irs old at most ; tlierefore, when he says that there 
is no God, having no good grounds for what he affirmSi 
is he not a fool for saying so ? 

Again, Secondly, in order to have good grounds for 
what he says, such a one must not only have existed 
&om all eternity, but he must have traversed all re- 
gions, he must have ascended into the height above, 
and descended into the depth beneath, he must have 
passed through all space in its length and breadth, be 
must have visited tlie outekirts of creation, and his eye 
muBtJiarB piercedbito A\e gsteal oi ^toiiqp; lie ■ 



have been, nay, he must still be eontiuuiilly every 

where present, at the same; moment; or he cannot tell 
but that at some one spot, the Deity might discover 
Himself, and there might stand before him face to face 
a present God. Has he then " entered into the 
springs of the sea, or has he walked in the search of 
the depth ? Have the gates of death been opened unto 
him, or has he seen the doors of the shadow of death i' 
Has he perceived the breadth of the earth ? Let him 
declare if he knows at all '," But he has neither as- 
cended into heaven, nor descended into hell; he is 
but a man, a worm, the fixed inhabitant of this lower 
world, the bounds of which he cannot pass ; what can 
lie tell then of these matters? they are too high for 
hjra: let him lay his hand upon his mouth, and com- 
mune with hia own heart, and be still; or if the worm 
will turn and speak, " answer not the fool in his foUy." 
for if he say, that because he has never seen Him, 
therefore there is no God, he is a fool for saying so. 

Then, thirdly, it may be said perhaps, that without 
any necessity of that eternal existence, and without 
the faculty of ubiquity, by the use of his own natural 
understanding, he has come to know this, and the 
powers of his mind are sufficient to make him certain 
of the fact which he so daringly a£Grms : but though 
he has reason above the brutes of the earth, though he 
has a certain measure of information, yet has he all 
knowledge, does he understand a// mysteries, and shall 
" wisdom indeed die with him?" Or is not this rather 
the truth, that " at the best estate he is altogether 

' Job zxxv^ Vft — \9. 



vanity," Uiat his boasted w-isdom is as foolishoesB, a 
but uf a span's length, and tliat in comparison of an 
infinite Being, tlie utmost extent of his powers of nuod 
is not to be named : — bid him go number the hairs of 
his head ; let him tell how many are the ^ains of sand 
upon yon shore, or what the number of the drops in 
our ocean: — or else let him keep silence: all that he 
affirms can never alter the trutli, all his confident as- 
sertions can never advance him one step in argument: 
if he say, that in his limited wisdom he knoweth thai 
there is no God, he is a fool for saying so. 

And who cares, my dear friends, for what a fool says? 

Now many excellent books have been writteo upon 
this important subject by the learned and pious in the 
church of Christy and may the blessing of God follow 
all such endeavours for the upholding of his glory, 
and for the preservation of our souls from the snares 
with which wicked men would compass our ruin ; but 
you have not all leisure sufficient for such studies; 
and if you have but one good and sufficient answer to 
him that contendetli with you, it will serve you as a 
sheet anchor to stem the torrent of that flood of vain 
reasonings i^ith which ungodly men would strive to 
overwhelm you. May it never be your painful lot to 
hear the words of tlie scoSer and doubter ! Should you 
come to know any of such a sort, shun them as you 
would your worst enemj', and account their sayings 
but as foolish words, or as the ravings of a madman. 
You will not easily forget what I have now said : no. 
my dear brethren, may my words, as far as they are 
for your souls' benefit, sink deep into your hearts ; 
hold &st to this Scriptuie Vtefoie ua, iWt \ou may oot 




fell into sin ; if ever you lieur of stich a man as 1 liave 
■low alluded to, you cannot he ignorant, upon the au- 
thority of God's word, what is his real character and 
proper designation ; you cannot hesitate what you 
miiy and ought to pronounce that man to be. Re- 
member these three things: unless he has always lived 
froni the beginning, he cannot tell what has been; 
unless he has been and is every where present, he 
cannot teil what now is; unless he has all knowledge 
and understands all future mysteries, he cannot tell 
what shall be. Common sense, as well as the word 
of God, proclaims therefore the same thing, tliat "the 
fool," and he only, " hath said in his heart there is no 
God." 

And here, with the principal subject, my address to 
you might be ended. But, my brethren, because 
none of you, through God's mercy, are under the 
guilt and curse of these men, are you therefore saying 
within yourselves, " Yes, I thank God that I am not 
as others are." Do not, however, think too highly of 
yourselves; I cannot but warn you, though you are 
professing Christians, that yours also may be an evil 
course, a broad way in which you are walking, which 
may terminate fearfully. Infidelity and atheism are 
not the growth of a day, yet frightfully rapid are the 
steps whicli end therein. Remember the progressive 
acts by which we have already traced the sinner's down- 
ward course,imd "let him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall." Are you living according to the light 
tliat is in you ? " Walk while ye have the light, lest 
darkness come upon you." Are you iisingyour talents, 
whatever they may be that have been' ent^xis^fti. *« 
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you, to the honour of tlie Giver, and as fiiithFul steWT 
of the same ? Occupy with the means of grace voucb- 
Bftfed to you, " for unto every one that hath shall be 
given, and he shall have abundance ; but from him 
that hath not, shall be taken away even that which lie 
hath." Now you know tlie truth, but *' hold it not in 
unrighteousness;" retain God in your knowledge, tbat 
it may be presen'ed to you, " if it may be a length- 
ening of your tranquillity." 

How often has it happened to rae to have found 
an aged person just trembling upoii tlie brink of 
eternity withouthope, and it may be said, without God. 
True it is, these have not denied Him : but then He 
is not to them the Christian's God, even a reconciled 
God and Father. These are then infidels of a sort ; 
for they have not believed the message of peace which 
God has sent to them, and have not obeyed his cxko- 
mandtnent to believe on Him whom He hath sent, 
even on His Son Jesus Christ. And may we not ask, 
if, as we have seen, he that dei^piseth the goodness of 
God displayed in the works of Creation, is given over 
to a fearful state of condemnation ; how shall they 
escape, and of how much sorer punishment shall they 
be thought worthy, who are not convinced by all that 
long-suffering and forbearance and goodness mani- 
fested by the Son of God ; and how great must be that 
Hubjection to sin, which causes them to close their eves 
against all the brightness of the Father's love, kindled 
and blazing forth as it does in the sight of our world ! 
O ! take heed to such a warning as this ; " if we «n 
wilfidly after that we have received the knowledge *if 
the truth, there femaintth no more sacrifice for »tii, 



1)iit a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 
indignation wliicli slmll devour the adversaries." And 
be not ye " of them who draw back unto perdition, but 
of lliera tliat believe to the saving of the soul." 

But in what words of truth and love may I hope, 
finally, to carry conviction to the atheist himself; 
liow may I discover suitiible means to turn his dis- 
obedient heart to the wisdom of the just, and to lead him 
back into the way everlasting ? Do Thou, O merciful 
LiOrd, instruct; do Thou, O Spirit of wisdom, guide 
me ! 

Surely, all that might be smd, must be in vain : for 
it has already been said and he has rejected it, and he 
has hardened himself against all instruction, or he 
would not have been thus given over unto folly. Did 
the fool say in his heart, no God ? Reason and Reve- 
lation contradicted it — conscience contradicted it; the 
heavens above told him of their Creator, and the earth 
beneath gave witness to Him ; tlie firmament shewed 
His handy work, day and night, the sun and moon 
which he ordained, every springing grass and every 
smiling flower, all animate and Inanimate nature united 
to make known a God. But none of these have pro- 
fited him, and what can a feeble fellow-creature do 
more ? Thine is indeed a sin unto eternal death if 
thou continuest therein — " destruction and unhappi- 
iiess is in thy ways ' ;" and must we then leave thee 
without a hope? 

' I remember to have read in tlie BDnaU uf the French Revo- 
lution a remarkable illustration of the truth of this infipiied de- 
striptionof the "unhappinesa " of such characters. One of the 
most desperate of the factious of tlial time, (t!>iTOiwte\, "S- 



But tlioii liast liitlierto been wise in (he sighfl^ 
thine own eyes, thiite heart hath been lifted up 
within thee and thy iniiid hardened in pride : will 
thou see then by wliat has been written, that Uiou 
art convinced of folly in this matter, and that tkij 
foolishness above all men has been made manifest? 
And wilt thou then be humbled in thine own conceit? 
O that thou wouldst be humbled! For then might 
thy reason and thy understanding return unto thee, 
that thou shoiildest bless the most High, and praise 
and iionpur Him that liveth for ever, whose dominion 
is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is from 
generation to generation ! 



I mistake not,) wbb surprised by his associates in the act of read- 
ing with hia little daughter the Scriptures of the New Tesl»- 
ment. They taxed him with duplicity, to which he replied, " I 
am an iolidel as you are, I am miaemble as you are, but if If 
belief in this book she can find happiness, let her alone," 




Extracts from Dr. Chalmers's Bridgewater Treatise "on the 
Power, Wisdotn, and Guodneaa of God, as manifested in the 
adaptution of external Nature to the moral and intellettua] con- 
Glitution of Man." Part II. chap, iv, sect. i. 

■■■ We cannot without a glaring contravention to all the prin- 
ciples of the experimental philosophy recede to a further dis- 
ance from the doctrine of a God, than to the position of simple 
Atheiam '. We do not need to take our departure from any point 
farther back than this, in the region of Autitheiam; for that 
region cannot possibly be entered by us but by an act of tre- 
mendous preBumptioD, which it were premature to denounce as 
impious, but which we have the authority of all modem science 
for denouncing as uophilosojiliical. To make this palpable, we 
have only to contrast the two intellectual states, not of Theism 
and Atheism, but of Theism and Antitheism ; idong with the 
two proceijues by which alone we can he logically and legitimately 
led to them. 

" Sect. 5. — To be able to say, then, that there is a God, we 
may have only to look abroad on some definite territory, and 
point to the vestiges that are given of Uis power and presence 
somewhere. To be able to say there is no God, we must walk 
the whole expanse of infinity, and ascertain by observation, that 
euch vestiges are to be found nowhere. Grant that no trace of 
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Iliut c«D betlkscerneJ in that ijiiarleruf coDlLMnplation whwhuur 
puny optics have explurc<). Does it follow ibat throughout all 
immenwty, a Being with the essence and savereigr>ty of a God )■ 
nowhere to be found ! Because through our toophulea of coai- 
munication with that smaU [lorlion of external nature which if 
before us, we have not seen or ascertained a God — mtist we 
therefore conclude of everj unknown and untrodden Tastnen in 
this illimitable universe, that no divinity is there ! Or, becnuc 
through the brief successions of our tittle day, these heaveni 
have not once broken silence, is it therefore for us to speak to ail 
the periods of that eternity which is behind us, and to say, Ibu 
never hath a God come forth with the uuequtrocal tokens of til 
existence^ Ere we can say that there is a (iod, we must have 
seen on that portion of nature to which we have access, the pripl 
of his footsepn, or have had direct lutimation from himself, or Been 
satisHed by the authentic memorials of His converse with our 
species in other days. But ere we can say that there is no God. 
we must have roamed over all nature, and seen that no mark of 
a Divine footstep was there; and we must have gotten intiniacy 
with every eiisteot spirit in the universe and learned from each 
that nevbr did a revelation from God vwt him, and we moat 
have searched not into the records of one solitary planet, but 
into the archives of all worlds, and thence gathered, that through- 
out the wide realmsof immensity, not one exhibition of a reigning 
and living (.iud ever has been made. Atheism might plead ■ 
lack of evidence within its own field of observation. But Anti- 
theism pronounces both upon the things (hat are, and the thing! 
which are not within that field. It breaks forth and beyond all 
those limits that have been prescribed to man's excurmre sjnril 
by the sound philosophy of experience, and by a presumption 
the most tremendous, even the usurpation of all space and of all 
lime, it affirms that there is no God. To make this out, we 
should need to travel abroad over the surroundinguniversetillwe 
had exhausted it, and to search backward through all the hidden 
recesses of eternity, to traverse in every direction the plains of 
infinitude, and sweep the outskirts of that space which is itself 
interminable ; and then bring back to this little world of otin. 
ibe rejiorl of an universal blank, wlicc«in we had not met with 



one manifestation or one moTement of a )M«8iding God. For man 
not to know of a God, he has only to sink henealh the lerel of 
our common nature ; but to deny Him, he must be a God him- 
self. He must arrogate the ulnqoity and omniscience of the 
Godhead." 

So also Foster in one €^ his Essays ; ** What ages and what 
lights are requisite foe this attainment, (to know there is no 
God.) This intelligence involves the very attributes of Divinity 
while a God is denied. For unless this man is onmipresent, un- 
less he is at this moment in every place in the universe, he can- 
not know but there may be in some place manifestations of a 
Deity by which even he would be overpowered. If he does not 
absolutely know every agent in the universe, the one that he does 
not know may be God. If he is not himself the chief agent in 
the universe, and does Aot know what is so, that which is so may 
be God. If he is not in absolute possession of all the proposi- 
tions that constitute universal truth, the one which he wants 
may be that there is a God. If he cannot with certainty assign 
the cause of all that he perceives to exist, that cause may be God. 
If he does not know every thing that has been done in the im- 
measurable ages that are past, some things may have been done 
by a God. Thus, imless he knows all things, that is, precludes 
another deity by being one himself, he cannot know that the 
Being whose existence he rejects does not exist." 
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My Christian Friends and Brethren, 

It has pleased Almighty God, of his great 
goodness, to remove from our land that grievous 
disease, with which many places have been 
visited. A day of National Thanksgiving has 
therefore been appointed by the King, in council. 
May God incline the hearts of the people to its 
due observance ! When suflfering under the 
scourffe, as a Christian people, we referred the 
chastisement to the Divine displeasure. And on 
the solemn day of National Fasting and Humilia- 
tion there arose, throughout the land, to the 
Throne of Mercy, an earnest cry for pardon and 
deliverance. Let now the song of thanksgiving 
be raised, swelled by the united voices of a 
grateful people : ** go your ways into His 
gates witn thanksgiving, and into His courts 
with praise : be thankful unto Him, and speak 
good of His name.*'* 

* Psalm c. 3, Prayer-Boo^N^x^ • 



The act of thanksgiving must be, in the fullest 
sense, a national act ; that is, not only as pro- 
ceeding from the Rulers of the nation, but as 
being generally shared in by the niition at lar^. 
The feast of praise and rejoicing- should be 
coextensive with the fast of mourning and 
humiliation. Let it not be urged, that days of 
thanksgiving have been already observed in 
various places. Valuable as these have been, 
as proofs of individual thankfulness to the Giver 
of all good, and of zeal for the honour of Bis 
name, they are only private acts. The people 
of this kingdom, as a nation, acknowledged 
publicly the Providence of the King of kings, 
by ascribing to His displeasure the Pestilence 
which had broken out amongst them, and bv 
imploring His mercy and protection. In the 
proclamation for a day of National Fasting and 
Humiliation, it was ordered, that prayers and 
supplications should be ofiFered up in the most 
devout and solemn manner to the Divine Ma- 
jesty, for obtaining pardon of our sins, and for 
averting the heavy judgments which our mani- 
fold provocatious had most justly deserved. 
That day was observed throughout the land witK 
the deepest reverence and solemnity. And has 
not the prayer been answered ? lias not onr 
visitation been light in comparison with manj 
other nations ? We are, therefore, under » 
vow. By an act of thanksgiving, equally public i 
and general as that of our humiliation, on oM | 
day, we are bound, as a nation, to acknowled^ 
God's power and goodness, first in the roitlga- 
lion, and now in the removal, of the Pestilence. 
" When thou shaU \ow a, \q'« \x.tAo vVvt l^UoLJ 
mtfjr GolU thou shall noV sVacV vo -^-ai "w. ^«^| 



Lord thy God will surely require it of thee, and 
it would be gin in thee."* Let nothing' be allowed 
to interfere with this great duty of publicly offer- 
ing our grateful tribute of praise and thanksgiv- 
ing to our gracious Preserver, who has chastened 
His offending people with a gentle hand, and 
suffered not the scourge to assume the fearful 
character of a wide-spreading and wide-wasting 
Pestilence. If the Royal Proclamation be little 
regarded, and the public recognition of God's 
providential care over us be imperfectly made; 
tile Pe.stilence, which long appeared to resemble 
a smouldering fire, may be again stirred up and 
blown into a bright flame, by the blast of the 
breath of the Divine displeasure. 

The public recognition of God's government, 
and thanksgiving for His fatherly protection, 
must further be accompanied with plans and 

Erayers for the reformation of those sins which 
ave subjected us, as a nation, to the Divine 
displeasure. Once before, the disease appeared 
almost to have past away. After the day of 
national humiliation, it declined in a wonderful 
manner for sometime, and then reviving, be- 
came more widely extended than at first. Might 
it not be, that, as a nation, we had not profited 
by the gentle chastisement at first inflicted, and 
required a severer punishment? Might it not 
be, that, as a niition, we were not duly grateful 
for the mitigation of a pestilence which had 
desolated whole regions, and were therefore 
made to drink deeper of that cup of suffering of 
which so many nations had drunk to the dregs and 
wrung them out.f But, whatever might be tKe 

' Dent, \xiii. 21. t Psalm Kx-i. ft. ■\*'i\sCQ'A.^-^- 



nature of the offence, the intention of the punisli- 
ment coiild not be misunderstood. The Aloiighlj 
does not needlessly aiBict the sons of men. The 
severer infliction, therefore, showed that our 
sins, as a nation, required a severer punishmenl. 
If, then, that severer punishment has been applleil, 
and the proper effect not yet produced, whnt 
terrible judgments may be still hanging over 
our guilty and impenitent land! 

Again, the storm appears to have died away. 
Let, then, the nation put away its sins, and with 
otie heart and voice pray that the sunshine of 
Divine favour may be permanently restored, and 
the tempest of his wrath not again be allowed 
Id gather and burst upon our land. Awful is 
the state of that people, of whom it may be siiiili 
as of old, "Thou hast stricken them, butlliey have 
not grieved ; thou hast consumed them, but lliej' 
have refused to receive correction : tliev liHve 
made their faces harder than a rock ; the'v have 
refused to return."* From such a state may we 
he preserved; for the Lord himself hath wiid, 
" Shall I not visit for these things? — Shall not 
my soul be avenged on such a nation as thi«?" 
Rather may it he, that in our day of thanks- 
giving this song shall he sung in our land: 
"We have a strong city; salvation will God 
iippoint for walls and bulwarks. Open ye the 
^^ates, that the righteous nation, which keepeth 
the truth, may enter in. And it shall be saifi, 
in that day, Lo! this is our God, we have waittfd 
for Him, and he will save us. This is the Lord, 
we have waited for Him ; we shall be glad and 
rejoice in His salvation."! 

I have thus, my bieW.te'n, euAe&vouredl to «( 
<efore yoa the puV)\'\c Oua^ '«\\\c\\ vn« i\\^ <s,Ni.fc>to 

I •Jer.v.3, '\\^a,w\xi.v.x\.\. 



God, as members of a Christiao community, to 
assemble in His house on the day of national 
thanksgiving', to pay our vows, to offei" our 
praises for His mercy towarils us, as a people, 
who have much sinned against Him, and to 
implore His ^race and blessinfr, tliat we may 
become a righteous nation. But let us take 
lieed, lest we deceive ourselves, by thinking that 
there our duty ends. We have a duty which we 
owe to ourselves as well as to our country : we 
are to mourn over our own sins; we have to re- 
deem our own vows. Let, therefore, each try 
and examine his own heart and life, as to how 
far he, by his own sins, has swelled the amount 
ot" national guilt, which has called down the 
Divine displeasure; and then let him offer his 
praise and thanksgiving for mercy shown to- 
wards hiniselfj and pray for grace, to enable 
liim to amend whatever may he unsound in his 
faith, or unholy in his practice. These two 
points require our carefid consideration. May 
the Holy Spirit, my Christian Brethren, bless 
such consideration to the benefit of us all ! 

1. That, upon offering our praises and thanks* 
givings to God, for having preserved us, each 
is to examine his heart and life as to how far, 
by his own sins, he swelled the amount of national 
guilt, which called down the Divine displeasure. 
Two great ends may be hoped to be answered 
by such an examination : one, that the sense of 
our sinfulness may make us more thankful to 
God for having allowed us longer time for pre- 
paration for death and judgment; the other, 
that we may be enabled to enter upon that 
reformation, without which owt ?,%.c.V\'^*L>i. ^ 
praise and t/ianksgiving ■wov\\t\ ^le \ft ■s'i\w, JZ^ 



To 1)0 aide to enter into such an examioBtion, 
we must "commune with oni" own hearts, and 
in our own chambers, and be still."* We must 
lay before us our Bibles, and with earnest prayer 
t<i Him, " by whose inspiration all Scriplnreis 
fjiven," we must " search the Scriptures." 
We must search with nn hnrable and teachable 
spirit, endeavouring to free the mind from every 
preconceived opinion ; and determine, hencefor* 
ward, with God's g-race, to make His word, and 
not the opinions of men, the guide of our actions. 
Ignorance of Scripture is the grand cause of 
want of true religion amongst men : and so long 
:is his people refuse to read their Bibles for them- 
selves, the Christian Minister has little hope of 
their reformation. If, therefore, brethren, yoii 
are really in earnest as to religion, at once begin 
the study of Scripture, through which alone yoii 
ran obtain that knowledge of the strictness and 
holiness of God's law ; and of your own natural 
weakness and sinfulness, which will bring you 
to the Saviour, with deep humiliation and seJt- 
abasement ; and, yet, with an humble and holy 
joy, that there is a way of escape provided for 
the greatest of sinners through Him ; " for the 
blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cteanseth ii$ 
from all siii."t 

Let us now proceed with onr examination, 
first stating some of the sins which may he 
thought to nave subjected us, as a nation, to the 
Divine displeasure. All sin is an olfence againtt 
God i but there are some sins which are, in a 
more especial degree, sins against the majesty of 
the Most High ; such are a distrust, and, still 
Bmoc^A denial of His ptovxAeuce, auA. ^^iig^. 



gard of His power and authority ; a profanation 
of His Sabbath, and a neglect of His sanctuary 
and word. As a nation, v/e must plead guilty, 
before God, of these offences against His provi- 
dence and authority, as well as of many against 
our neighbour and ourselves. But the latter 
present too wide a field for uie to enter upon 
at present, at any lenffth. Let us inquire, there- 
fore, liow far all of us have increased the amount 
of national sin, as to the former; and then apply 
to our particular cases some general heads of self- 
examination, which will be supplied for the latter. 
First, then, of the distrust, and even, in some, 
denial of God's providence and authority. 1 
trust, brethren, that there are none amongst 
us, guilty of the grievous sin, in its fullest extent, 
which is equivalent to " denying the faith, and 
being worse than an infidel." But who is there 
amongst us, who has not offended against God, 
by a distrust of His fatherly care and protection ? 
The Providence of God governs all things in 
heaven and in earth, and whatever happens to 
any of us, is by His appointment, without whom 
not even a sparrow falleth to the ground. And 
yet how weak is our trust in Him! When 
He chastens ns, hiiw little are we inclined to 
receive His correction as the chastisement of 
a loving father. When he blesses us with health, 
prosperity, and happiness, how little are we 
disposed to refer our blessings to the bounteous 
Giver of all good, Some amongst us, in the 
pride of our hearts, say, " it was my own hand, 
my own right arm," and forget God, " who 
maketh rich and maketh poor;* whobriu^elh 
down to the grave, and br'inge\.\\ w-^TX ^^ 

H6h^ ' Pfov. X, 32. -V \ g'^m. W. Q. ^H 



The sin of ingratitiule is one of the cl< 
tlye in tlie sight of God and man. How 
yon look upon th6 person, whom, wheti 
and friendless, you assisted with money' 
advice, set him up in husiness, connselled 
in difficulties, and consoled him in sickness; 
who, when he thought he no longer required 
your aid, thanked you not, bol ascribed his 
success solely to himself? Would not everj 
virtuous mind look on such a character as a 
monster of ingratitude? Yet, brethren, this is 
too true a picture of thousands, in this evil day, 
" who, when their flocks and herds multiply, and 
I when their silver and their gold is nitdtipUed, 
and nil that they have is multiplied, their heart; 
nre lifted up, and they forget the Lord tlieir 
God."* My brethren, " the lot is cast into 
the lap, but the disposing of it is of the Lord."t 
Not only has your situation in life been aHollctl 
to you by God, but his Providence orders every 
thing- for you : your sickness and your sorrows, 
your health and your joys, are his ^ifl; for 
life and death are in His hand, and He ap- 
points the number of your days. And, oh, my 
friends, what a source of joy and consolation 
is this to the true believer ! He sees life 
surrounded with dangers,- — ^he knows it han^ 
npon a thread, which a moment may snap ; and 
yet he fears no evil, — -and why ? because, wilhoal 
God's permission, nothing can happen to him ; 
and God has promised in His blessed Gospel, 
'"that all things shall work together for good 
to them who love hini."J 

-4g-ain, as to tlie profanation of the Sabbath, 

' Deut. via. 13,14. 1 PtoserW ■. Uo««,T,i ^\\\. 



I not our consciences condemn lis all, when 
consider the siicred duties of llie Lord's 
my, and its strict observance required in Holy 
scripture? The Sabbath is to be set npart for 
ie honour and service of God, and for our 
fiwn advancement in relig^ious knovvledg-e. It 
!» to be a day of rest from all temporal concerns, 
lexcept those of necessity or charity ; and is 
to be employed in the public worship of God, 
in private prayer, in study of the iscriptures 
I and religious books, in devout meditation, and 
|jn profitable conversation. No truly Christian 
luind can be at a loss to understand how this 
Kbly day should be employed. Intervals there 
iwll be of remission of spiritual exercises and 
[profitatble occupations. Istill the sacred cha- 
racter of the day, -dnd the end for which it 
was instituted, are never to be lost sight of. 
There are to be no visits, except those of kind- 
ness and charity, paid or received ; no enter- 
btainments given ; no journeys of business or 
gjleasure made; newspapers and books of amuse- 
iinent are not to be read; letters are not to be 
written, and no worldly business, except that of 
necessity, to be done. Moxt gracious and en- 
couraging are the promises given in Scripture to 
those who keep the Sabbath of God, and no less 
fearful the denunciations against those who pollute 
them. Truly it may be said, " the love of money 
is the root of all evil." This is one chief cause of 
the profanation of the Sabbath, which has no%v 
reached an alarming height. In some places, it 
is made a day of the most gainful traffic; but 
have the parties to such a wicked traffic, on the 
Lord's da V, ever asked themseXves oxiv W^'jwe.^ 
^rd's fearful question? " ■NV\v^V \s ~ *^'*-'^ 
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profited, if he shall gain the whole world, anil 
lose his own soul ?"* The petty gains, purchase)] 
at the expense of their duty to God — whose lam 
they hreak, whose holy day they dishonour — will 
be dearly bought. " Go to now, ye rich men, 
weep and howl for the miseries that shall come 
upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and yoor 
garments are moth-eaten ; your gold and bIUct 
is cankered, and the rust of them shall be a 
witness against yon, and shall eat your flesh u 
if it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure to- 
gether for the last day."f Nor will the eoB- 
demnation of those who buy be less than ihatoT 
those who sell on the Lord's day : their guilt is 
equal, and so will be their punishment. 

" Men are lovers of pleasure more than lovers 
of God." This is the other great cause of the 
breach of the Sabbath. Men will do tho'r 
own pleasure on God's holy day, notwithstanding 
his commands and threatenlngs. Thus a day 
designed for sacred purposes, — for a holy rest,— 
for the public worship of God,— for slopping, as 
it were, in the journey of life, to withdraw the 
mind from the too-engrossing cares and enjoy- 
ments of the world, and inquire into the state 
of our sonls, — to meditate on the end and object 
of life, and wean our hearts from earthly thing*i 
and to set them on things above, — is made, with 
many, a day of light amusement, or of sinful 
indulgence. Alas! this growing evil affects all 
classes of society. Be not ye, my Christian 
friends, partakers of their sin. The true Chris- 
tian, who receives, as his sole guide in the affairs 
of God, God's own Word, and thence 

• Malf. xvi.^o. ^ J*me5-».\ 



kat the Most Higii is jealous for the honoui- of 
lis name, mourns over the violation of the 
tabbath, which, more than auy thing' else, h&n 
ijured the morals of the people of Eng;lancl.* 
^ the same time, he now rejoices in the hope 
lat better days are, through God's mercy, in 
ore for our land ; for the various petitions 
hich have been, during the present session, 
ddresiied to Parliament, for an amendment of 
le laws regarding the observance of the 
abbath, show that the public attention is 
jw drawn to this most important subject. 
Uay the Lord of the Sabbath prosper the labours 
f those who desire to secure His holy day froDi 
mpen violation ! And may He pour into the 
■carts of the people His Holy Spirit, that, 
tflanctifying- the Lord God in their hearts," 
Bkey way employ that day as designed, and 
feceive the blessing promised to its due ob- 
servance, "If thou turn away thy foot from 
the Sabbath, from doiu}? thy pleasure on My 
holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight, the 
:^oly of the Lord, honourable ; and shalt honour 
3ini, not doing thy own ways, nor finding thine 
vn pleasure, nor speaking thine own words; 
en shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord j 
id I will cause thee to ride upon the high 
aces of the earth, and feed thee with the 
ipritage of Jacob, thy Father, for the mouth of 
le Lord hath spoken it."t 
The public worship of God, my brethren, 
, necessarily connected with the due observance 

■ Mr. Ituell, the Chaplain of Middlesex, statea, as the result of 
B obaervation of sane years, that \00,WW\le'(w«^^,•«^«»\.7L•^'^ 
ttno before bim Hi convicted of diRctenl oStw,^'*, r44li.»^«^ 
(ommeaccmont of rrivoe to vhe biea«;\v o^ vW^*'"^'-*^-^^B 
f tsawh IviVi. \3. ^^1 
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•f Ac M^rfg Dar- !■ the command wUrestcd 
hm Gad •• B'» cfcMe« pco(4e, they are thn 
— iteJ; — ^ Te tMI keep ht Sabbaf h% and n- 
■■■■■J iW the Lord."* And , 
t to be <r«t olf from Isnel, wl» 
elf be£>re the Lord, on 
i ^Ts of solenin service tlld 
Do Dot our coasciences a^iii find 
matler of •rrosatioa a^atost us, iitifficieiit to 
hwnble the bcwt of the most regnlar ami 
deroot worshipper, and draw from him itw 
coiiiession, that infimiity mingles itself willi 
our best works, our bcJiest exercises? 'fhe 
higher the believer adraoces in holiness and 
»piritaal-n)indedi;ess. the more he feels th'' 
propriety and beauty of that petition, in «ar 
admirable Liturgy, " Although we be anworlby, 
through our manifold sins, to offer ncto 'I'hee any 
sacrifice, yet, we beseech Thee, to accept thii. 
our boQoden doty and sacrifice, not weig^JDE 
our merits, but p;irdonin^ our ofl'euces, throt^Ti 
Jesos Christ our Lord." For our peixeption 
of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, gro>vs with 
our spiritual growth. But most we not fear 
that there are heavier charges against some of 
i\* than sins of infirmity ? Is it not " the mamier 
of some," " to neglect the assembling themaeltet 
together?" Do not others appear to forget 
tlie admonition, *' Keep thy foot when tlioa goesi 
til the House of God, and be more ready toliwr 
than to give the sacrifice of fools, for tliey 
eoniiider not that they do evil ?t" Are all fearful 
to incur the condeuniution passed upon the Jew. 
" Furamiiach r« this peoyile dvaw near tue vriA 

L *Levn.xix. aO. \ tcA«.-. 



^eir mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but 
lave removed their heart far from me ?"* Are 
til earnest and diligent in prayer for grace, to 

worship the father in Spirit and in truth?'' 
lias! where is the parish in which nil are 
'orfihippers in the house of God, and eiery 

orshlpper is attentive nnd devout ? But, 
rethren, another's sin does not excuse yours. 
lake heed, therefore, lo yourselves. Tlie neg- 
ect of Divine worship, and of the holy ordi- 
iffDces of onr religion, must be very offensive 
|) the eyes of God. Nor is unprofitableness, 
inder His appointed means of grace, a light 
in, arising, as it must always do, from eome 

.ult in the use of those means of grace. Is 
[t the case with any of us, that we do not feel 
necessity and iuiportance of attending Divine 
orship — that, when assembled, our minds 
not impressed with the reverence due to 
house of God and gate of heaven"~that. 
'ten engaged in the service, we join in it with 
iid indifference, or languid inattention? If 

ire be any such among you, brethren, let me 
irnestly entreat them to be "of a better mind," 
iheir present state is evidently one of great 
Miger ; for what hope have they of Divine 
ercy, whilst tliey refuse to ask for it in the 
[ftces set apart for God's honour and service ; 

ask for it in a manner which shows they have 

It learned to value the precious gift ? 

The evil here complained of, has its root in 
le want of true religion. But there is one 
inse which contributes very much to confirm 

which is, that so many persons give LUeav^feVsw. 
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taken for the infant to " renounce the devtl ind I 
all liis works, the vain pomp and g"lory ofliB . 
world, with alt covetous desires of the same.wnl 
the carnal desires of the flesh, so as not to foilo* 
or be led by them." In Baptism, the prayeni J 
offered over the infant, " that all carnal affecttoM | 
may die in him, and that all things belonging to 
the Spirit may live and giow in him." In Bap- 
tism, the child is received into the congregation 
of Christ's flock, and receives the sig^n of the crois, 
" in token that hereafter he shall not be ashamed 
to confess Christ crncified, and manfully to fight, 
under his banner, against sin, the world, and the 
devil, and to continue Christ's faithful aoldier 
and servant unto his life's end." And, before 
receiving the Lord's Supper, we are to try and 
examine ourselves as to how we have kept the 
vows made in baptism; we are to search siiii 
examine our own consciences, and that nottigfatlv 
and after the manner of dissemblers with God. 
but so that we may come holy and clean to llie 
heavenly feast," being cleansed and sanctified by 
God's Holy Spirit; and may, through the same 
Spirit, "offer our souls and bodies to be a reawn- 
able, holy, and lively sacrifice unto God." 'lims, 
true repentance, steadfast faith, and holy obedi- 
ence, would be called into contional anil 
healthful exercise ! 

JBut it is time we should extend the inquiry 
from the House of Prayer to the family altar; 
and to the secret retirement of the private 
chamber, where the prayer is ottered where no 
rye sees, no ear hears, but God's, Brethren, have 
6ur eonsciuuces nought, to testify against as 
■e? Js every head of a V'a.vftil'^ v^mone^l nt 
fifyinwiov of his (■\ii\*\ve\\ 3iw\ %«T\Axe'-' 



^ their religions duties? Ami does he g-atlier 
wm them all arounil him at the beginiiiti^ and close of 
p^oevery day, and address their common prayers 
Qand praises to their God and Father? Alas, 
U>at is too well known how ninch family worship 
is neglected, and it calls loudly fur reformation. 
|Be persuaded, my friends, at once, to tidopt 
^fnmily prayers, and you may hope, through 
God's blesssing, it will be prodnctive of the 
happiest effects in yourselves and iu your house- 
holds. An especial blessing may be expected 
to rest upon that house, which is consecrated 
to God by the erection of a family attar. And 
let none urge, as an excuse, that they have no 
suitable form of prayer. So long as they have 
their prayer-books, they can never want prayers. 
In the collects alone tliey have a never-failing 
supply, which may be adapted to the particu- 
lar circumstances of their families; whilst for 
general use, in the confession of the Church, 
the Morning Collects for peace and grace, the 
Ijord's Prayer, and the Grace of our Lord, they 
have an excellent form of Morning Service. 
And for the Evening, which may be more 
extended, they should use the Evening Collects 
in place of llie Morning, but retain the other 
prayers, and add to them the Collect for Ash- 
Wednesday and the General Thanksgiving. 

But family worship must not, in any way,' 
be thought to do away with the necessity of 
private prayer. Prayer is the very breath of 
the soul, and consequently essential to spiritual 
life. The Irue believer, therefore, feels he 
cannot live without prayer. If, then, brethren, 
any of us are living wil\\ov\\. ve^*^*.^ ^^^^ 
earnest prayer to GckI, wfe Kiwe aw eNWe.w<:.e. 



in ourselves that, It' we are not actDa\l] 
the nwCul state of tliose who " have a namej 
lliey live, and beltolil they are dead," our 
are in a very alarming state of Nplritualsickr 
Betake yourselves, therefore, to the great 1 
sician, who will, by his grace, cleanse )i 
sifls and heal your liickness. 

The Christian has a hard battle to fight in con- 
tending with all the eneuiies of his soul. Bui if 
he " take to himself the whole armour of GoiJ," 
he will " prove more than conqueror tlirougb 
Him who loved us, and gave himself for us." 
And let him remember, that that armour is 
incomplete, uuless "in every thing by prayer 
and supplication, %vith thanksgiving, he makes 
his requests known unto God." Prayer is the 
golden key which unlocks the treasury o( 
spiritual gifts nnd gracfs; and it must be ia 
constant use, if we would be rich in knowledge 
ip faith, and in good works. 

Prayer has been before called the breath of 
the soul. If prayer may be called the breath, 
the Bible is the food of the soul ; if the one be 
iin evidence of, the otlier is no less necesttary tc^ 
spiritual life. How, then, my brethren, nre we 
accustomed to look upon the Holy Bible ? Ai 
the Word of God, by whose " inspiration til 
Scripture is given," — as being profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness, — that the man of God mav 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works?" * Is the Bible indeed deeply reverenced 
by us as the blessed Word of the Mont High 
God? Ib it highly prized, as the ground of bur 



* liopes, the charter of oiir most valued pri- 
ces, the title-deeds of uiir everlasting in- 
"itance? Is it our couriNellor in difficulty, 
^►solace in sorrow, our refuge in temptation, 
'ifsweet companion in joy and prosperity ? i*o 
■^e make it our constant study ? — do we pray 
>Ver it witli a firm belief that " whatever we 
iliall ask in faith we shall receive?" Do we 
■earch it with an humble and teachable spirit, 
tuhmitting: ourselves entirely to its blessed guid- 
ance, satisfied that it is " able to make us wise 
unto Halvation, through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus ?" 

My Christian friends, is the Holy Bible really 
all this to us ? Are we not all fielf-condenined ? 
Some, because we feel that, though the Word of 
God is precious, unspeakably precious to us, yet 
We do not stuily, love, and follow it as we ought ; 
and others, l>ecanse thoy study not, love not, and 
follow not their Bible at all. But, unless we do 
make the revealed Word " a light unto our feet, 
and a lamp nnto our path," we shall walk in 
darkness, and the darkness will be followed by 
" the blackness of darkness for ever." Let us, 
therefore, all pray for grace to search into, with 
an earnest diligeuce,and follow wilh a faith- 
ful obedience, the " lively oracles of Scripture." 
For we may be assured, that we shall never make 
much progress in religion until we give ourselves 
np to the subject, from a sense of its infinite im- 
portance ; " meditating upon these things, giving 
ourselves wholly unto them, that our profiting 
may appear." It is not necessary, nay it is rarely 
desirable, that a great length of time, without 
any intermission, should be gWen Vo '0Ae.'««3*-^'^'*> 
«/■ Scripture, for spiriluaV \nsVtwc\ACivi «o.^-^^ 
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fication. Let not, therefore, the poor ma 
tempt to otter a vuiti plea, by sayings he bus i 
lime. Wliut, not time to reud a single verM'. 
I'or we must read some portion of IScripture, li 
we read only a single verse every day : lint it a 
not to he read, ami at once disinisised fruio the 
mind. To n;ad Scripture, and nut *' to mark, 
leam, and inwardly digest" Scripture, will prolil 
no one ; hut if we were all to select one verse 
each day, and from time to time dwell upon it, 
and turn it into a prayer, we should 6nd that our 
single verse, to use Luther's comparison, woalil 
resemble a branch richly laden with fruit, wliich 
the more we shook, the Diore fruit we flbovtd 
obtain. ■ 

It is the neglect of Scripture, as the rulerf 
faith and practice, which is the cause of so modi 
error in both. There is a large body of nt^ 
who receive their religious opinions, not frsB 
the Bible, but from the world, They have, it 
is true, some vague general notions of the Guspel 
icheme uf salvation, hut they act habitually IR 
obedience to the opinions and laws of lueii. 
Hence a sort of depreciated standard of doctrine 
and morals has come into use. And men Ivfe 
to have it so. Human nature luves not the Crou 
of Christ. It would gladly substitute some easier 
conditions than those the Lord has imposed: 
*' Whosoever will come after me, must take ii|» 
his cross daily, and deny himself, and follov 
me." It therefore easily falls in with a spurious 
sort of Christianity, " which has the form «i 
Godliness, but denies the power thereof;" — wbich 
puts general propriety and regularity of life io 
we place of faith in ChvisV, anA \qn*i v«» ^^ "*" 
felf-deniai, huoibleness vS. mmA, »iv\ - 
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boliiiess; which speaks of God's mfrcy in a 
fiianner nut warranted by Scriptnri?, treating 
also, as piirdunalile errors, ftjns which, the Bible 
tells IIS, will be visited witli eternal ntiiiishment. 
But the question may he brought nilhin a 
short compass. What is the Bible? A Re- 
velation of God's will. For wiiat pnrpose is 
it given i* For the inBtrnclicn and guidnnce 
of men in the way of everlasting life. What, 
then, can exceed the sin and folly of substituting 
another standard of failh and morals for that 
by which we are to walk here, and ]n'. tried 
hereafter? Will the adulterer or the drunkard, 
at the great and terrible day of the Lord Jesus, 
escape condemnation, because the evil gene- 
ration in which he lived thought the sins of 
impurity and intemperance very liglit and 
pnrdonahte offences? Isi it not written in 
Scripture, that God's displeasure is incurred 
by " all the works of the flesh ;" and that they 
who " do such thini^s s'hall not inherit the king- 
dom of God ?" On what ground, then, can un- 
godly men expect to escape ? The plea of 
ignorance they cannot urge ; for they have, or 
may have, their Bibles: the plea of disbelief 
they dare not urgej for it would not lessen their 
^uilt, that they believed men rather than God. 
To what, then, would they be reduced ? Self- 
condt'mned, they would he driven from the 
presence of the Lord, with tiiose cutting wordw, 
" De]>iirt, ye cursed, into everlasting tire, pre- 
I ^red for tlie devil and his angels." 
I My brethren, do you wish to escape this 
L fearful punishment — the torments of hell — the 
tworm which dieth not — l\\e 'twa \\\\\t^fv ■^■s^ 
mot be qtwnched? Learn, \\\ew,Uow.'Owa^'='^^ 



of God, ami not tVom the maxims and ojjinioui l""*^ 
of sinful men, what is required of yi 
followers of Christ. Oh, as you value JMI 
salvation, read the word of life with eameA 
prayer to' God to "open \oiir eyes, ibat jon 
may see the wundrouH things of this law 
that you may have "an understanding- heart;" 
tl)at you may be made wise unto salvation; 
that you may become " holy, harmless, unde- 
filed, separate from sinners." 

Be not disheartened if you find the work 
at first difficult and irksome. Persevere witb 
prayer. No one ever comes in vain to the Father 
of lights, the Giver of every good and perfect 
gift, when they come through the Saviour asthe 
way, the truth, and the life. The reqtiest may 
not be granted at first; but there is sometima < 
mercy, brethren, in withholding', for a time, 
even spiritual gifts. Be assured, that, if jou 
seek the Lord with yom* whole heart, in 
His good time you will experience, thai 
" The law of the Lord is au undefiled law, 
converting the soul : the testimony of the Lord 
is sure, and giveth wisdom unto the aimple: 
the statutes of the Lord are right, and rejtfice 
the lieart : the commandment of the Lord b 
pure, and giveth light unto the eyes,"* Kwi 
will obtain some measure of that " wituJoni 
which is from above, which is first pure, Iben 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, 
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, 
and without hypocrisy. "f You will feel some- 
thing of that love of which David speaks : " The 
law of thy mouth is dearer to tne Umd 



thousands of gold and silver: Lord, what love 
have 1 unto thy law ! All the day long' is my 
study in it."* — And, " by patience and comfort of 
His holy word, you will embrace and ever 
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting* life 
which God has given us in our Saviour Jesus 
Christ." 

Thus, ray Christian friends and brethren, I 
^nve endeavoured to assist you in your examina- 
tion into those variousChristian duties, the breach 
X^ which is considered an offence against the 
jJivine Majesty. It remains for me lo supply 
^me heads for self-examinalion, as to what may 
•be considered, in a certain sense, sins against our 
neighbour and ourselves, which 1 propose to do 
-in the words of Scripture, 

" Thou shalt Lovr thv neighbour as 

yHTSELF," t 

" Therefore, ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER 

TEE WOULD THAT MEN SHOULD DO TO YOU,, 
no YE EVEN SO TO THEM." | - 4^h 

" as we have, thetvepore, opportd^i 
nity, let us do good unto all men^ a 
bspecially unto them who are of the 
household op faith." § 

" Whoso hath this world's good, 
4jjd seeth his brother have need, and 
qhutteth up his bowels of compassion 
-^om him, how dwelleth the love op 

i^OD IN HIM ;'" |] 

. " VeRILY' I -SAY UNTO YOU, INASMUCH 
AS YB HAVE DONE IT UNTO ONE OF THE 
LEAST OF THESE MY BRETHREN, Y'E HAVE 
DONE IT UNTO ME,"f 
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Gal. ri. 211, || John iii. n. <i W».V-- 



" Honour all mbn. Lovb the mho- 

THERMOOD. FeAR GoD. HoNOUK THE 

King." 
" Submit yourselves to eitirt osm- 

NANCB OF MAN, FOR THE LoRD'S SAKB; 
WHETHER IT B£ TO THE KiNG, AS SCPRCU, 

OR TO Governors, as unto them Tw*r 

ARS SENT BY HiM FOR THE PUNISHHEKT 
OF EVIL-DOERS, AND FOR THE VRAISE OF 
THEM THAT DO WELL." * 

" I EXHORT, THEREFORE, THAT, FIRST 
OF ALL, SUPPLICATIONS, PRAYERS, IimtB- 

cessions, and giving of thanks, bk buob 
for all men ; for kings, and for au. 
that are in authority, that wb mat 
lead a auiet and peacearld lipb, i.v 
all godliness and honesty." | 

"wlves.submlt youeselvksunto youb 
own husbands, as unto the lord." 

" Husbands, love your wivks, btsh 
AS Christ also loved the Churcb, anb 

GAVE HIMSELF FOR IT." 

" Children, obey your parents in /he Lord." 

" Fathers, provoke not your children to wrath : 
but briny them up in the nurture and adntonitim 
of the Lord." 

" Servants, he obedient to them that are your 
masters according to thejleskj not Ktth eye-service, 
as men-pleasers, but as the servants of Christ, doing 
the mill of God from the heart." 

" And, ye masters, do the same things untu 
them, forbearing- threatening, knowing that jour 
Muster also is in heaven ; neither is there 
respect of persons with Him." J 

• iPet.ii. I3.n. ^T\M,V\.\.1. ^^ 



Tbns far we have heads for gelf-examination, 
as to the discharge of the pnblic and socinl 
duties of Jife, which may be alt included under 
^atj to our neighbour, in the most extended 
sense of the word, as used in Scripture, and 
adopted by our Church. Let us now bring 
forward other passages of Scripture, which 
prove the strictness and hohness of God's law ; 
show the necessity of repentance, faith, and 
obedience ; and unfold the plan of reconciliation, 
and the provision of grace and mercy in the 
Savionr, through whose most precious merits 
we are saved j and through whose all sufficient 
grace we are enabled to triumph over the tempta- 
tions of the world, the flesh, and the devil ; 
perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord, and 
adorning in all things the doctrine of God onr 
Saviour. 

" Ifot the hearers of the law are Just be/ore 
God, but the doers of the law shall be justifiedy * 

" Swear not at all" t 

" Whosoever lookelh on a woman to lust after 
her, hath committed adultery already with her 
in his heart."X 

" Every idle word that men shall speak, they 
thatl give account thereof at the day of Judg- 
ment."^ 

•' Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witnesses, blasphemies : these are the things 
which defile a man."\\ 

** Repent ye, therefore, and be converted, 
that ' yoar sins may be blotted oat, wben the 
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times ol' refreshing shall come IVotu the pre- ' 
sence of the Lord." • ■ • 

" And the times of this ignorance God 
winked at; but now commandeth all meD, 
every where, to repent ; because He hath ap- 
pointed a day, in the which He will judge the 
world in righteousness." f 

" Despisest thoa the riches of God's good- 
ness, and forbearance, and long-suffering; not 
knowing that the goodness of God leadeth 
thee to repentance ? But after thy hardness 
and impenitent heart treasurest up unto tbysdf 
wrath against the day of wrath and revelation 
of the righteous judgment of God, -who-wvU 
render to every man according to his deeds ?" % 

" All have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God; being justified fi-eely by his 
grace, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus." § 

"Therefore, being justified by faitb,' we 
have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ : by whom also we liave access, by 
faith, unto this grace wherein we .stand, and 
rejoice in the hope of the glory of God." || 

" The grace of God, that bringeth salvation, 
hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts; we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly in 
this present world -, looking tor that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify nnto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works," ^ 

'Actaiii.lSt. + Acts xvii. 30. \\^iim.\\.4. SRo». it t 3y. 
II Rom. T. 1 . *i> T^"»^'^ ^^ ^"^^ ■ 



** Not by works of righteousness which we 
ve done, but according to his mercvi he saved 
, by the washing of regeneration and renewing 
the Holy Ghost, which he shed on us abun- 
ntly, through Jesus Christ our Saviour." * 
•■ This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
ceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
orld to save sinners." f 

" This is a faithful saying, and these things 
will that thou affirm constantly, that they 
»hich have believed in God may be careful 
» maintain good works." J 
•' Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to 
link any thing as of ourselves, but our suffi- 
ciency is of God." § 

■ *' Work out your own salvation with fear and 
Irembling; for it is God who worketh in you 
loth to will and to do of His good pleasure." || 
I " My grace is sufficient for thee, for my 
|'«*rength is made perfect in weakness." ^ 
f ■ "1 know both how to be abased, and I know 
I'liow to abound : every where and in ail things, 
pK am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, 
I both to abound and to suffer need. I can do 
1^1 things through Christ which strengthen^th 

1^ " Not as though I had already attained, either 
prere already perfect; but 1 follow after, if I 
■ may apprehend, that of which I am also ap- 
prehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, 1 count 
not myself to have apprehended, but this one 
thing 1 do, forgetting those things which are 
; behind, and reaching forth unto' those thin^ 
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"» I 

■which are before, I press toward the toart 
for the prize of the high calling of God in Chriil 
Jesus."" 

. " This I s;iy, then, walk in the spirit, and je 
shall not fulfil the Itist of the' 6esh. Now the 
works of the flesh are manifest, which are these: 
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousnesa, 
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, vai-iance, emula- 
tions, wrath, strife, seditions and tieresits. 
envying's, murders, drunkennes)^, reveliiOG[)| 
and such like: of the which I tell you before, 
as I have also told you in time past, that tiie,V 
which do such things shall not inherit the 
Kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Sfiril 
is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, g'eotleiKB> 
I* goodness, faith, meekness, temperance, — a^iaiit 
r such there is no law. And they that nre Christ's 
have crucified the flesh with the affectiouft and 
\ lu8ts.| For our conversation is in UeavcQ, frota 
I whence also we look for the Saviour, the Loii 
1 Jesus Christ, who shall change our vile bedi't 
I that it may be fashioned like unto His glwrior.i 
body, according to the working whereby He 
is able to subdue all things unto Iliniself." J 

I have thus, my Brethren, laid before you R 
number of texts of Scripture, by which you in»| 
try yourselves as to the due discharge of your 
public, social, and private duties as Chribtian^ 
May God shed abundantly in your hearts His 
Holy Spirit, that you may be enabled to form 
" a right judgment in all things" belonging ta 
your present and everlasting welfare ; and nt 
once enter upon a reformation of whatever yon 
find ill your belief and practice at variance with 

• Fhil. iii. 13. \ r.ov^.w. \V>;\\.*\.,^M 
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Bod's Wdrd. If you be sincere and honest in- 
^irers lifter truth, and deal faithfully with yonr- 
ielves, the resnltof your exnininatioii will be, to 
a<luiit, with iiU humility of mind, that " it is of 
the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, 
because his compiissions fail not, They are new 
every morning : great is Thy faithfulness."* 

The fuller the knowledge we obtain of our 
own hearts, the deeper isthe self-abasement with 
\vbich we are brought to the foot of the Cross ; 
and the clearer the understanding we have of the 
grand scheme of salvation, by which lost and 
perishing- sinners are restored to God's favour, 
the more our souls are filled with wonder and 
thankfulness ; — with wonder at that astonishing 
proof of Divine love, that the Son of God, " the 
brightness of his Father's glory, and the express 
image of IJis person," should " take npon Him 
the form of a servant, and humble himself unto 
death, even the death of the Cross j" — and with 
jtbankfulness for this blessed atonement, by which 
brfull, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice was made 
n* the sins of the whole world. But take heed, 
ffirethren, icst you should rest satisfied with mere 
■eelings and expressions of thankfulness. In the 
r|pBssages of Scripture, relating to the commands 
and promises of Holy Writ, which have been laid 
before you, the great object was to lead you, step 
by step, to the lull development of the Christian 
character, in all its practical excellence and 
beauty. The Gospel is not revealed as a de- 
monstration of God's mercy and goodness, merely 
be admired and loved, hut to be admired, 
ttved, and acted upon. The strictness and holi- 

1 Lant. iii.^^. ^^1 



ness of God's law are dwelt upon, that " Every 
mouth may be stopped, and all the world foantl 
guilty before God"" — that thus ihe necessity of 
repentance in all may be fully admitted. Faith 
is next stated, as the gracious means tbrougli 
Mihich pardon and peace are bestowed on Uie 
humble and contrite. And then we have, arising 
out of these, thotie works of holiness which are 
necessary as evidence of a sincere repeotaDce and 
a living faith. Nor are we to stop there i the 
Christian requires to be instructed how to act, 
and whence to look for aid, under the rarJom 
trials and difficulties of his passage througli life. 
The gracious and all-sulBcient aid and couaola- 
tion of God's Holy Spirit, as the strenglbener, 
guide, and sanctitier of the believer, in all the 
conflicts of his spiritual warfare, iire freely offered, 
and abundantly supplied. And thus it is the 
true Christian, under the holy influence of the 
Spirit, grows in grace and in the knowledge o( 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; bis life 
exhibits a continual advance in godliness, a grow- 
ing conformity to the imapi3 of Christi " who 
dwells iu his heart by faith." 

My friends and brethreo, how does your re- 
ligious state agree with what has been now laid 
before you, as to the duties and obligations of the 
Christian towards God, his neighbour, aud him- 
S4s\i? Do not all our consciences testify against 
us? — for, whilst we wear this veil of flesb, " in 
many things we offend aU."t But let us Bot 
satisfy ourselves with the admission of our weak- 
nesa and sinfulness. *' We are to be going oo 
I unto.perfection," and should be most tfaankftdto 



• Komaos iii. V». t \ iMciwVii.'j 



thfttGrscwns Power which hasprolongeilonrlives, 
earnestly praying that we may continue to ad- 
vance in holiness, till we attain to the full measure 
of the stature of the sons ot God. This brings us 
to the second point to be considered, upon which 
it will not be necessary to enter so much at 
length. 

II. That itis the dnty of a Christian, upon the 
removal ofa Divine visitation, to oft'er his praises 
and tlianksg'ivin^s to Almighty God. for mercy 
shown unto him, and to pray for grace to be 
enabled to amend whatevei" may be unbound in 
his faith or unholy in his practice. 

The first duty of the believer, upon deliverance 
from a threatened danger, is an acknowledgment 
L of God's providential care in his preservation, 
I ** The Lord killeth, and maketh alive; the Lord 
\ bringeth down to tlie grave, and bringeth up." 
The second, to offer his praises and ttianks- 
fjivings for such preservation. " Praise the 
Lord, O mv soul, and forget not all His henetits : 
who saveth thy life from destruction, and crown- 
eth thee with mercy and loving-kindness," 'i'he 
third, to profit by such preservation, by carrying 
into effect, through Divine grace, resolutions of 
nmendnient of life, and of more entire devotedness 
to God's hmionr and service, " Offer unto God 
thanksgiving, and pay thy vows unto the Most 
High ; ,aittl call upon Me in the time of trouble: 
1 will deliver thee, and thou shait glorify Me." 

Under these three heads may be summed 
up onr duty, my Christian brethren, upon the 
removal of the grievous disease which it pleased 

LAImightv God to send upon our land. It is 
proposed briefly to consider them in connexion, 
]Haj/ tJie Lord Wess such cona\«leTaUv«v Vftve.^^^.. 



The sin of neglecting- to acknowledge, or of i 
distrusting. Divine Providence, which gtwenn 
all things, in heaven and earth, has ben 
aiready noticed ; bnt the subject is so im- 
portant, that it is proper, in this place, to 
enter upon it more at length. The foundation 
of all religion rests upon a belief in Divine 
Providence. And yet, though this is an ac- 
knowledged truth, it is not acted upon hy 
the great body of mankind, because a larg« 
class of Christians are only theoretical be)i«Tcn 
us tar as regards God's government of the 
world. Reason, as well as Revelation, satf*^ 
fies the mind, that the eye of Provideoee 
watches over all creation, and that the hand 
of Providence supplies all things living with 
plenteousness. But it in one thing to admit, 
and another to act upon, the belief that the 
same Almighty power which was employed 
in the formation, is now exerted in the pre* 
8ervation and government of the works of Us 
hands. What, then, is the practical concJoBJon 
to which we ought to come ? 

Surely to look up to God for ever^ thing, 
and to refer every thing to him— our birth in 
a Christian land and of Christian parents ; oar 
frame of body and of mind ; our situatioM 
in life; our joys and sorrows; our sick- 
ness and health ; our prosperity or adversity ; 
- — all proceed from Him, who orders the events 
of life according to His sovereign will and 
pleasure. Hence, the use of prayer. For 
though God is far better acquainted than our- 
aelves with our wants, and most willing to 
bestow upon Hit cveatuie^ >n\\%x. \« ^m thftir 
premnt Hud eternal weUare, aVvW ^ft xwa;(as«v 



be addressed as a God and Father ; and we 
■c therefore commanded, " in every thin^ by 
irayer and supplication with thanksgiving to 
lake our requests known unto God."* 
On the present occasion of public thanks- 
ing — as in the former of humiliation — by 
act of public worship, the believer recog- 
izes God's Sovereignty. He referred to Him 
<flie visitation sent upon our land; he ascribed 
it to His displeasure, justly excited by the 
I nation's sinfulness; and he humbled himself 
before the Lord, not only for his own sins, but 
I for those of the people. And this he did not 
fCDly in firm faith in the power, but in the 
Jeaidiness of the Lord to save. There was 
Written deep in his heart, the precious promise, 
•* If my people, which are called by My name, 
ijiall humble themselves and pray, and seek my 
iace, and turn from their wicked ways, then will 
1 hear from Heaven, and forgive their sin, 
and will heal their lanvl."-f- And now, on the 
day of thanksgiving-, he refers the removal 
of the visitation to the hand which inflicted it; 
and reads in it the mercy of the Almig-hty 
Father, tempering the justice of the Almighty 
Sovereign. He has chastened and corrected 
His people, but has not allowed His full dis- 
pleasure to arise ; and He has chastened and 
corrected them for their profit, 

The end of all God's dealings with His people 
is their everlasting welfare. The few short years 
of this life are comparatively unimportant to 
the heir of immortality. The object of supreme 
importance is His final destination, His cvex- 
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lusting abode. (JJotl's dispeusmtioiis, — wliellar 
afflictive (ir joyous, — are intended to fit tlie iw- 
mortal spirit for its eternal state of blessed 

Whether the path of life be bordered wiA 
thorns, or strewed with flowers, an all-wise aiui 
all-gracious God has allotled that which He 
sees best titled for His children : not a-s tenaoU 
of a fleslily tabernacle, not as " pilgrims and 
strangers upon earth," but as *' co-heirs wilh 
Christ Jesus," who have a " house Dot tnatlc 
with hands eternal in the heavens, whose baiUer 
and maker is God." It is thus He chastens 
them for their profit, that they may be parUkea 
of His holiness, "without which, do man nbaU 
see the Lord." "Now no chastening for Ifae 
present seemeth to be joyous but grievoiu, 
nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the peaceabk 
fruits of righteousness unto them who are exer- 
cised thereby."* 

Thus the believer, — though human nature lu 
its weakness felt and dreaded the scourge wjiidi 
the Almighty inflicted on our land in a new 
and grievous sickness, — in proportion as be 
faith was strong in the hour of dread and jieril, 
he was supported and comforted, through lhea»* 
surance, that whatever happened to him would 
be by God's appointment, and for his everlasting; 
welfare. The same faith which supported bioi 
in the hour of mourning and humiliation, is 
called into full exercise in the day of thaot*- 
giving. In his Almighty Preserver, He Itit) 
(tees the Sovereign and the Father. It wis 
His M'ill that he " itbotild not die but live;" 



and he prays that he may "live and declare 
the works of the Lord;" that he may "teach 
God's ways unto the wicked, and sinners may be 
converted unto HJra;" that God may "keep 
his feet from falling; that he may walk before 
Him in the hght of the living." 

Nor is the believer satisJied with the mere 
admission of God's providential government of 
the world : he considers it his duty to bear public 
testimony to this great truth. In the compre- 
hensive scheme of the Christian religion, the 
believer is never regarded as an isolated being i 
he forms one of a great family, descended from 
I one common ancestor, from which he may not 
ktfeparate himself without a breach of duty, and 
^^of which Christ is the head. The spirit and 
scope of true religion embrace the whole human 
race. Each believer, within his own sphere^ is 
to " let his light so shine before men, that they 
may see his good works, and glorify his Father, 
which is in heaven." Thus the light of the 
Gospel may be diffused throughout the world, 
each believer being a ray of the great '* Sun of 
Righteousness, which has arisen with healing in 
His wings." 

At all times it is the great duty of believers to 
vindicate a Divine Providence, in opposition to 
the practical unbelief of the age ; and it is to be 
maintained, not as an abstract principle, but a.s 
a most blessed and consolatory truth. There is 
no true happiness till submission to the Divine 
will is learnt and practised, through confidence 
ill the Divine love and favour, and dependence 
on the Divine blessing and pvotect.w'cv. 'VVw. 

I corruption of oar nature i8 s\\o>nu\xv>\\^'^^^'*^>" 
tion of the heart from God, ani w Ws &\^^i'i'^"^'^"^' 
n 



to seat some idol of its own on the throne of Ik 
Eternal. With many, this idol is the arm otBiA, 
in which we all are too much disposed to confitfe'. 
but this self- con fidencs must be abandoned; ft* 
humiliating lesson of personal weakness miHt b« 
learnt; and the Christian is unworthy of his name 
until he not only admits but acts on the gjest 
principle — that as nothing- but Divine grace csn 
rescue his soul from the dominion of sin, *nil 
give him victory over the temptations wHcii 
Bs^ail him— so nothing bnt Divine Proviilenw 
can preserve his life from the dangers ibatsar- 
round it, and make provision for ail his wanb. 

To maintain, publicly, God's providence in 
the preservation of nations and indivi(lnals,it,tb 
ihis time, a more than usually imperative dniv. 
For it cannot be mistaken, that, in some re- 
spects, our lot has fallen upon evil times ; and > 
practical neglect, if not an absolute denial, of 
Divine Providence has been already stated to be 
one of the besetting sins of the day. If not the 
language of the lips, the proud notion of the 
heart is, that my own wisdom, skill, and indostry 
have gained me every advantage ; forgetting 
that inquiry of the Apostle, which is so fnfi 
of instruction, both in spiritual and temporal 
matters — " Who maketh thee to differ from 
another ? And, what hast thon that thon didst 
not receive ? Now if thou tiidst receive it, why 
doslthou glory as if thou hndst not received it?"* 
Because the natural eye cannot see the seffet 
working of a Divine economy in the govemmeBf 
of the world, it is disposed to refer every lliim; 
tn be}t'-acting causes. Nor are there wantinj 
vmongHt UH, with shame be A s^\\ti\ -ki " * ' 
• \ Cor.iv.7. 
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I lievers, who, though obliged on every priuciple 
[ of reason and rcvehition to acknowledge an over- 
ruling Providence, yield only the cold assent of 
' the understanding. Theie is great danger, 
therefore, that some will ascribe their escape 
from this grievous disease to what are called 
paternal causes, and not to the sovereign will and 
' national mercy of Almighty God. 
I It becomes, therefore, the boimden duty of 
' true believers, publicly to maintain, not only 
God's general providence in the aft'airs of life, 
but the particular deliverance which, in the 
case of this terrible disease. He has been pleased 
to vouchsafe. And it is their duty, not only to 
Ig^tate but act upon their conscientious belief — 
to present themselves in the Lord's House, on 
the day of National Thanksgiving, and redeem 
their vows, by oifering their humble and heart- 
felt praises to the God of mercies, for having 
been graciously pleased to spare their lives. If 
we would inquire what is the most suitable 
service for a thankful heart to offer pn that day, 
let the inquiry be made in the words of David ; 
*f What shall I render unto the Lord for all his 
benefits towards me J*" And let David's answer 
be ours : " I will take the cup of salvation, and 
call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my 
vows unto the Lord, now in the presence of all 
His people ; in the courts of the Lord's House : 
praise the Lord." * Let none of us, my Chris- 
tian brethren, fail in the performance of thi» 
sacred dutv ! In the Lord's house, and at the 
Xiord's table, with hearts overflowing with love 
and gratitude, let us sing this son^ of ijt^vjsi ^jx^ 
tthanksgiving .- " I will love 1\vee, O Vj&\^, "os.;i 
I • Pialm cx\V. \a. ^ 



strength : the Lord is my stony rock and »y 
defence : my Saviour, my God, and my migbl, 
in whom I will trust; my buckler, the horn al» 
of my salvation, and my refuge." • " As for me, 
I will sing of Thy power, and will praise Tbj 
mercy betimes in the morning, for Thou \aA 
been my defence and refuge in the day of nij 
trouble. Unto Thee, O my strength, will I sing; 
for Thou, O God, art my refuge and my mercifol 
God." t " Praise the Lord, O oiy soul : wbile 
1 live will I praise the Lord : yea, as long as i 
have any being, I will sing praises mto my 
God !" J " O praise the Lord, for it is a good 
thing to sing praises unto our God : jt*. a 
joyful and pleasant thing it is to be thankn)l."5 
" Great is our Lord, and great ia His power; 
yea, and His wisdom is in6nite." [[ 

If, brethren, any refuse this public mark tf 
thankfulness to the God of mercies; — if uj 
neglect their Preserver, when assured of escapfc 
and forget their vows of obedience as soon w 
the danger appears past, may they not expect 
some fearful punishment of their ingratitude, il 
the hands of their neglected God ? IngratitnJf 
is a hateful sin in the eyes of God and ms^ 
Few there are so lost to all good feeling aslo 
sue humbly for pardon when under fejtr of cor- 
rection, and then refuse to thank their kiml 
and indulgent benefactor when the tbreatenel 
and justly-merited punishment has been remitledi 
to intreat earnestly assistance, when in distre*. 
and then neglect or disown, in prosperity, Hf 
tried and faithful friend who had as.sisted then 
in adversity. 

§ Psalm «M1. \. Vi^w.'tociv-.Xi.iK 



L And if this be so in man's relation with his 
B9II0WS, how much more so in his relation 
■towards God ! May He preserve all of us from 
^uch a thankless spirit! May all who humbled 
^emselves before Him, in the day of national 
^tstins^ and humiliation, a^ain assemble in tbe 
'Courts of the Lord's Hoase, " to thank the Lord 
i^r the ^reat things he has done for us," for he 
haa " turned our mourning into joy." " He has 
viven unto us beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for 
IBOurning, the garment of praise for the spirit of 
Iwaviness." " Therefore, the redeemed of the 
}!jOrd shall return, and come with singing unto 
2ion ; and everlasting joy shall be upon their 
jeads; they shall obtain gladness and joy; and 
iri'ow and mourning shall flee away."* 
But to obtain this better blessing than a 
lerely temporal deliverance, the acknowledg- 
ment of God's goodness, in our preservation, and 
\be return of our heartfelt praises and thanks- 
givings in the Lord's House, must always be 
iccompanied with earnest prayers for His grace 
uid blessing, that the gracious end of his mercy 
Eowards us may be accomplished in our humble 
md dutiful obedience. " The sacrifice of God is 
t broken spirit. A humble and a contrite heart, 
God, Thou wilt not despisc^'f 

All have something to amend, something 
'.o yield up, which the corruption and selfish- 
ttess of our nature would willingly withhold 
from God, forgetting the many grounds 0[i 
which the Christian is not allowed to consider 
kimself his own. He is God's by creation : 
t is the Lord who called him into bein^. ihi 

• Iiaiah Ixi, 3 ; U. l\. \ P»*\m\. ^'V- .^M 



is God's by redemption ; it is the Liord wU 
purchased a^nin his own creation by (he 
blood of his dear Son, He is God's by p^^ 
servation ; it is the Lord who, from the tender 
fige of helpless infancy, shielded and fostered 
him. But, ill seasons of imminent danger, ne 
are more sensible of the extent of this claim 
upon us. The late visitation has been one of 
this description : a day of fasting; and bami- 
Jiation was appointed and observed throughont 
the country with the deepest reverence. All 
those, who, on that solemn day, prayed to be 
delivered, and have been delivered, are aadef 
a vow to God ; and that vow is now to be 
redeemed, or they will incur a heavy g^t. 
•' Thou shalt make thy prayer unto the Loot, 
and he shall hear thee, and thou shalt pay 
thy vow."' Now of what nature were those 
vows ? Did they not pray for mercy, pardon, 
deliverance i* They did — and have obtaiiteil 
them. Their praises are therefore doe to 
their Preserver. But this is not all. Upon 
what ground did they ask for these ? Wa» it 
not as being resolved, through God's gracet 
to forsake sin ? 

It could not be, that, at such an awful 
seanon, ihey dared to insult the Majesty of 
God, by " taking his law in their mouths while 
tliey hated to be reformed in their hearts." 
It could not he, that, with such a terrible 
disease at their very doors, which gave so litlk 
notice of its approach, and was &o rapid in 
its fatal effects, they presumed still to defer 
repentance. We may believe the prayer 
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..offered was sincere. Bat on what under- 
standing' was it offered ? They dare not siiy, 
that they should continue in sin. They arc, 
therefore, under a vow, not only in the Lord's 
house, to repeat their public professions of 
trust in His providence, l)nt lo redeem their 
pledge, secretly covenanted, to forsake sin. 
Let not any try to evade the obligation, but 
rather tremble at the thought of the heavy 
punishment they may bring upon themselves 
if they fail to redeem their vow. 

This awful disease lias been removed in 
mercy from our land ; but the Lord does not 
want ministers of his wrath. "Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, saith the Lord." How 
often have those, whom the Lord called lo 
repentance by affliclions, and who, in the day 
of trial, humbled themselves before Him, and 
sougfht His mercy, but whose resolutions were 
like the morning dew, and passed away with 
the danger that bad called them forth ; how 
often, in their moment of false security, when 
they " cried peace and safety, sudden destruction 
has come upon them," and there " has been none 
to deliver !" 

In the awful visitation from which we have 
been delivered, we have had repeated proofs 
of the uncertainty of life. One hour saw 
many in the possession of health and spirits — 
the next saw them arrested with a mortal disease. 

And shall this lesson pass soon from their 
minds ? Shall the world again resume its 
influence, and banish the wish to secure an 
eternal inheritance ? Beware, lest, under sowyt 
other form than this t\vcaAei\ iJC\%e.aA&, ^e;aSsv 
may overtake you as certa\n\y aiA*ii *^ ■a'^-e.^^'i - 



Whilst yet the Hay of grace remdinelti, 
whilttt yet the l-ord waiteth to be gracious, 
" offer unto God thanksgivings, aitd pay ihj 
vows unto the Mo§t Lli^h." But let us rf- 
member, we must " worship in Spirit and in 
truth ; for the Father seeketb such to worihip 
Him," Onr praises and thanksgiving nuint 
not issue forth from feigned lips ; nor jet 
should our thankfulness arise mainly from eit- 
emption from bodily suffering; it should bare 
reference to the everlasting welfare of the sod). 
It would be well if all would ask themseiro 
the solemn question : — If the terrible disease 
had numbered me among its many victims, 
what would huve become of my immortal soul? 

When it broke out in our land, and the heart 
of the stoutest trembled at the near approach of 
the pestilence, was, let each ask himself, was I 
prepared for death and judgment ? And when, 
on the day of national fasting and humiliatioi), 
I took my part in that solemn service, was therfl 
not mingled with the prayer for mercy, a detp 
sense of my unfitness to die? After such a 
warning, sihall I continue to live in such an un- 
prepared state? This would be to trifle with 
Goa — wilfully to defeat His gracious parpose 
towards me— to excite His heavier displeaanM 
— to ensure my final condemnation. 

Oh, endanger not thus yonr immortal souk. 
brethren ; rather serve the Lord with gladnete. 
and enter into His courts with praise ; earnestly 
praying for grace henceforward to " glorify God 
with your souls and with your bodies, which Kt 
His;" " continually mortifying all carnal tai 
corrupt affections, and AaA'^ '^itotee^va^ vo. ^ 
m^diiness and holiness oi \\n\vv^." ^a-^-^vi «* 
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[they to whom the day of visitation has been thus 
[Kinctlfied ! Though fear first brought them 
I within the sanctuary, love and gratitude have 
• fised them there. And thus they gradually ad- 
vance towards that high state of the believer, 
when " perfect love casteth out fear," and when 
Hn increasing communion with God, an indwell- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, a growing conformity to 
the image of Christ, are at once their support 
and consolation, the seal and earnest of their 
&ture inheritance. Such persons require no 
exhortation to present themselves before the 
Lord, and sing his everlasting mercies. They 
feel it to be their high privilege, at all times, to 
draw nigh to their God and Father in prayer. 
They have experienced that the Divine mercies, 
as revealed in the Gospel scheme of salvation, are 
an inexhaustible fountain, at which the believer 
can refresh his fainting spirit, without lessening 
i^ fulness. " In Christ Jesus" they feel that 
" they are made nigh to God ;" they at all times 
look up to Him " as a reconciled Father in 
Christ Jesus." Standing, therefore, in this 
blessed and glorious relationship of sons by 
adoption and grace, they believe that " nothing 
^hall separate them from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord." In danger they com- 
ipend themselves, soul and body, with perfect 
confidence, to the safe-keeping of their God and 
Xiord ; and in the moment of deliverance, ascrib- 
ing their escape solely to the Divine power and 
rgoodnesH, they rejoice to pour forth their grate- 
lul song of praise and thanksgiving : " I will 
■acrifice unto the Lord with the ■vo\ce.<s'i'"^'»S«*- 
^iving; I will pay that tUaX. \ \\a.Ne n-a— "* 
alyatioa is of the Lord,"' 

• Jonah ii. 9. 
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May we all. my Clirisliaii friends, have grac 
to repent iis truly of our lormer sins; to devc 
otii'selves to God's service, and, with pure heai 
andttiinds, to follow Him, the only God, ihrouj 
JesHS Chrint our Lord, Be entreated, in tl 
words of St. Paul's nflectionale exhortation, "I 
beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercia 
of God, that you present your bodies a livior 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which ii 
your reasonable service. And be not conformed 
t<t this world, but be je transformed by Ih* 
rene«'ing' of your minds, that ye may prow 
what is the good and acceptable and perfecl 
will of God,"* If our duty is plain, may we »\\ 
" be strengthened with mig-ht by Christ's Spirit 
in the inner man," to perf'orni> it faithfully aoJ 
zealously. 

I have thus, my Christian Brethren, end«a- 
Toured to lay before you your public and prirfttt 
duty, in *' acknowledging' God's great goodness 
and mercy in removing from us that grievofu 
disease, with which several places in this kiaf> 
dom hnve been lately vitiited." Let none be 
unmindful of what we owe to Almighty God ivf 
his mercy and long-suffering towards us. " Were 
the Lord extreme to mark what is done amisSt 
who could abide iti*" We should not be now 
in the land of the living, and in the plu(.-« of 
hope : " Bnt there is mercy with Thee, therefcjre 
shattThou be feared." "Righteousness and equitT 
are the habitation of Thy seat; mercy and truth 
ohall go before Thy face. Blessed are thepeopk, 
O Lord, that can rejoice in thee: they Bhall 
wa}k in the light of ih^ cowtvVewavitfe •, tbeir ifa^ 
Jight shall be daily in iVt^j name^ ^i.w<i. " 
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igliteonsness shall they make their boast ; for 
art the glory ot" their strength, and in thy 
iving-kindness thou shalt lift up our horns : For 
Lord is our tlefence, the lluly One of Israel 
our King."* 

Let none of us incur the heavy guilt of for- 
!tting the vows mnde in the hour of danger and 
Let established believers pray earnestly 
ir a more abundant oiitponring of God's Holy 
»pirit upon their hearts, that they may walk 
worthy of their high vocation, increasing 
every good word and work, and perfecting 
iliness in the fear of the Lord, Let weak be- 
ipvers, who are still halting between God and 
e world, pray for grace lo confirm their waver- 
faith, to improve their very defective obe- 
lience, that, being strengthened with might by 
Ihrist's spirit in the inner man, Christ may dwell 
.their hearts by faith, and they, being rooted 
lind grounded in love, may be " idled with the 
fHiits of righteousness, which are l»y Jesus Christ 
iinto the glory and praise of God." -f 
' And what is the wilful and habitual sinner to 
liflol* — to " repent and be converted, that his sins 
'teny be blotted out, when the times of refreshing 
Ftthall come from the presence of the Lord." J 
The terrible disease which it has pleased the 
JMmighty in >lis mercy to remove, called them 
fo repentance ; to each it addressed the solemn 
Sfiquiry, " What meanest thou ?"§ Exposed lo 
IBternai condeiunation, in the midst of sickness 
Riuid death, what meanest thou by continuing in 
SJich a state? — "Arise, call upon thy God!" 
Jjet not the warning be aAdv&<ise,'\. 'v«. -sw<0- 

'i- 

• Psalm lxx.s.\j;.\&. , . _ 

f PbH. i, 2. J Acts Ui. \9. H S^itt^^- ^- 



Bretliren, are there any amongst you living io 
this sad stale of known sin ? — If there be, pauH 
ill your wicked career, which is leading joo 
headlong' to the pit of perdition, and improve, to 
the etern;il %velfare of your souU, the visitatioD 
which God sent upon the land, that all Qiis;ht 
" humble themselves before Him, and turn and 
seek His face, and put away their jiins," 

Were you, brethren, amongst those wili 
whom it pleased God to deal most g-ently tD lit 
day of visitation? Was the pestilence not al- 
lowed to come near your parish and neighbour 
hood? Did you only hear of the dreadfulfflit 
ferings caused by a disease, perhaps the motl 
terrible which the sins of the nations ever broiizU 
upon them? Thank with your whole heart,uiii 
turn unto, the Lord your Gud ! Truly you \an 
ej^perienced at His hands a most gracious extetf 
of loug-suffering and forbearance : you have et 
perienced that " He is gracious and mercifiiL 
slow to anger, and of great kindness." * Shot 
forth, therefore, His praise, " not only with yoB 
lips, but in your lives, by giving up yourselves li 
His service, and by walking before Him Jl 
holiness and righteousness all your days, throujl 
Jesus Christ our Lord." , 

Were you, brethren, amongst those M'hom tlf 
pleased God to chasten more severely, in 
day of visitation ? Did the disease stalk arm 
your dwelling, and did you witness its feai 
effects? What were then your thoughts? Wi 
was the language of the life ? Did you not i 
the danger of your state? Did you not be(_ 
to HHtierstand something of the value of the sol 

I which never dies? \nA &u\ v\o ti " " 

I * Juetii. va. 



arHl mercy fome forth from iips littler a<— ■■stomed 

Tb piay ? Wfre not the stubborn knees, at last, 

'"**nt in Immiile sappliciition to Goil ? If tlien, 

Sv'hen ye looked for some one to tiave pity oil 

^1, and there was no man ;" if then, when yoti 

Lig+it for deliverance from the arm of tlcsh, 

u found " vain was the help of man" — tan it 

■, that von were not \i-i\ to the Lord, who i*t 

ir strength and our Redeemer? It is difficult 

concfeive any heart so utterly hardened, as 

it to cry unto the LonI, when surroinided with 

'ath under its most appalling form. I shonM 

>e iinwilling to form such an opinion of any of 

'Oil, bi-etbren. Let me, therefore, entreat yon 

fot to suffer the feelings of thanksgiving- foi' 

"•JUT deliverance to pass away, nor prayer to 

fease, with the occasion which called them 

brth. Oh, sin not thus with base ini^nititude, 

it once against your Preserver and your own 

bbiils! Henceforward live unto Him Who 

Shielded yon fron» " the pestilence which 

%alketh in darkness, and from the sickness 

^hich destroy eth in the noon-day." Who, 

' hen " thousands fell beside you," sntfered 

no evil to happen unto you, nor any plague 

i come nigh your dwelling."* 

Were yon, brethren, amongst those, on whom 
' pleased Alniighly God Ihe scourge should 
ill heavily, in the day of visilation ? In your 
^n house, your own family, or in your own 
srson, did yon experience the power of the 
'stilerice? I ask not, do you retain a distinct 
rcoliection of the agony you witnessed or en- 
Kired ; — this will be rcmeiu^iMeiJk \.o >Nw. '^■Jfe'v- 



moment of life ; but I do ask, if it be really 
possible that you bave not profited by that neai 
view of the dark valley of the shadow of deatb, 
from the very jaws of which you have been 
snatched ? What were the thoug-hts that roshal 
upon the mind, during the brief and most awfo! 
interval, whilst life hung in suspense ? Was 
there no earnest cry to Him who is aloDt 
mighty to aave? Was there no clear percep- 
tion of the exceeding sinfulness and utter foUj 
of your wicked course of life ? Wns there nc 
desire to possess that holiness, '* without vbicb, 
no man shall see the Lord ?" Was there do 
resolution taken, no promise made, to lead new 
lives, if God would in mercy spare yon? 
Brethren, to your own consciences I appeal for 
an answer to these questions. Surely, it cannot 
be, that any of you are in such an awful stile 
of blindness and hardness of heart, that <kadi 
should stare you in the face, and you would not 
pray! Redeem, then, your vows ; pray for grace 
to repent of those sins of which you feit (he 
weight in youv hour of bodily anguish; aotl to 
seek after that holiness, the value of which jou 
felt, when every earthly good wss worthleai 
in your eyes. Oh, wh»t thankfulness sboatd 
it excite in you, that God, in mercy, did dOI 
cut you ofi" in the midst of your sins ! The 
axe was laid to the root of the tree, but ifce 
fatal blow was suspended, that further ti»« 
might be allowed ; " let it alone this year obo." 
But if the forbearance of God be abused 
if the tree, in spite of cultivation, still bear the 
bad fruit of its evil nature, instead of the good ( 
fruit of the reclaimed waVvwe oS ^oafc, Vt^wurf l^ 
riffliteotisness which ave \>\an^e'^"^'^^'^'*^«^«»-'*' 



the LiOrd, then there only remains the execution 
of the fearful sentence, " cut it down : why cum- 
bereth it the ground? For the barren tree is only 
suffered to stand, from a hope of subsequent 
productiveness. If it bear fruit, — well! it' not, 
'After that, thou shalt cut it down."* 
t Brethren, you all resemble criminals under 
sentence of death, who have received a reprieve. 
sAnd is it possible that you can rest satisfied with 
^at reprieve, when the offer of a full and free 
^rdon is at the same time made? The sentence 
pf eternal death, which will be sooner or later 
, executed upon all impenitent sinners, still hang^s 
Aver all ot you ; but there is a way of escape 
open to you — 'there is a means of deliverance 
offered to you. Will you refuse to avail your- 
pelvee of them ? " Why will ye die ? As I 
}ive, saith the Lord, I have no pleasure in the 
lleath of the sinner!"! The Lord, your King 
l^d God, has provided for yon the way of 
iBBcape and the means of deliverance : for the 
iiray of escape is the blood of Jesus, and the 
means of deliverance is the grace of the Holy 
(Spirit. Through the death of Christ the penalty 
Btf sin is paid, and we become justified or ac- 
liaitted ; and through the grace of God we are 
gabled to benefit by his sovereign and puternal 
Baercy, and walk and rejoice in the freedom 
(wherewith " Christ hath made us free." The 
^ath of Christ satisfies the Divine justice, and 
Ifcancels the sentence of condemnation passed 
pou us; the Holy Spirit opens the doors of 
Br prison-house, strikes off our fetters, and 
irings us forth, supplying us w\\.Vv ■«\t'iW5. "vkj 

*Lukcxni.8, \ Ezob. xn-wi- \^- ^^H 



cntor upon such a coiii-se of life as is required 
of those to :wliom the Roval Mercy has been ex< 
tended. 

Tiike tlieo. Brethren, full advantage of the 
Piviije mercy anil }roodne!>s which now aSten 
you a tree pardon ; come to the Saviour for 
parduti of the past, and pray to Ilirn for grace 
to " p'o aud sin no more." Doubt not either 
the efficacy or the freeness of the salvation tit 
offers. " '1 his is a faithful saying-, and worthy of 
all acceptation, thai Chri»>t Jesus came into'liw 
world to save sinuei-s."* Let not, therefore, 
the heinuusiiess of past sins, or tlie coiwdoot- 
iiess of pi-eseiit luiwoflhiiieid, deter any fruta 
coming* to the Saviour. Ilenr Uis own vror^: 
" 'I'he t^on of Man cunie to seek ntul \o sive 
tiiut which was loM. For God sc» tov«l tbt 
wot Id, thai Hi:; g'ave Uis ouly-be^utteji Sou. 
thtit whosoever believeth in Him, shunltl wA 
pei'ish hut haie everlasting' lifje." f '■ l-'or God 
sent not Uis !!^on Into the world to c<iMlaiiii 
the world, hot that the world, throtij^^h liim, 
might he saved." Washed in the tfluutaiii 
opened fur sin and uiiclieaiiiK'ss in the Haviour't 
idood, J, " thous^ii your sius be as scnHit, the; 
shall he as white as »iow : though ihey ^ 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool."^ 
Will you, then, cmitinue in your sins ? Hh»b 
you sat down aud counted the coNt ? — Itavf 
you placed on the one hand the joys of heareji. 
and oil the other the torments ot hall ? — u>i 
18 it passible that you have chosen the tormeiitf 
of hell ? No ! I well know you bave ■■* 
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done so*; it i% for vrant of sittings ^bwTi iiml 
countiivg the cOvSt, that so many «onU are " fed 
captive by the devil, at hi« will." But fee 
hot you deceived by that g-reat ewemy of o«i! 
souls. Flee, whilst yet there i«i t4nie, from 
the patfa^ of tbe destroyer, ^nd t^ grates 
of hell. The Lord W4guiteth ta fee ^racioos. 
'• There is joy in tlie pre86i»c6 of ^he angfels of 
God over one siiuier that repenteth."* Come, 
then, to the Saviour as '* the way, the truth, and 
tbe life ;" pray to Him for grace to ** tafce His 
yoke upon you, and t» kam of Hiin ;•' pray to 
Him for grace to ** take up your cross daily, afnl 
deny yo4U'Helve8,aod foiiow Hiiia,*' and *^ ye wiil 
&i»d rest unto your souis" here> and f^lerMil 
bl«s8eduei^ Kai glory hei'eafl^er. Defer not 
looger .^-^lose uot a mon^iit }«*«*1>^y has ruined 
many immortal souls: ** Behold, noMr is the ac- 
cepted time ! behold, now is the day of salva- 
tion! " •* {Seek ye tiie Lord while He may be 
found, and call ye upon Him whiht He is near: 
let the wicked forsake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts, and let him turn 
unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon 
him, and to our God, for He will abundantly 
pardon." f 

And now, my Chrit^ian friends and brethren,. 
I ** bid you God speed. "J 1 have sought, in^ 
humble dependence upon the Divine blessing, 
earnestly and affectionately to warn, exhort, 
and entreat you, that 1 might lead you to the 
fountain of living waters, which floweth for 
our vsalvation, — a fountain whose waters are the 
support and refreshment, the jo^ ^x\d. ^wv^^^^n^njw 

*Luke XV. 10. -^ isaaaAi\i}.Q. \ "^ ^^^i».^ "^^ 
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of the believer, in his journey, through the 
wilderness of this world, towards the Heavenly 
Canaan. " They drank of that rock which 
followed them, and that rock was Christ."* 
May the Lord give His hlessirig- upon this and 
every other labour of mine among you ; may 
He bless both Minister and People: that "ye 
may be blamelesnt and harmless the sons of God 
without rebuke ;" and that, " fighting" the good 
fight of faith, and finishing my course with joy," 
*' I may rejoice, in the day of Christ, that I have 
not run in vain, wov laboured in vain in the 
Lord."! " Now unto Him that is able to keep 
you from failing, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of His glory, with exceeding; 
joy, to the only wise God, our Saviour, be glory 
and majesty, dominion and power, both now aad 
ever."J Amen. 

* I Cor. X. 4. t Pl'il. ii' 15. I Judc ->■>. 
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